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"Father's Day scrapbook: 
Tribute to main man in 
our lives; you rock, dad! 


Bush pays surprise visit 
to Iraq, meets new PM 


BAGHDAD, |RAQ—PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH 
met newly named Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Ma- 
lik in a surprise visit to Baghdad on Tuesday to dis- 
cuss next steps in the troubled three-year-old war. 
‘The dramatic move came as Bush sought to bolster 
support for Iraq's fledgling government and US маг 
policy at home. 
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RP envoy to US resigns; 
Bert Romulo, Lauro Baja 
eyed to take over post 
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Forester board exam: 
203 out of 500 pass; 
visit www.ing7.net 
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Czechs blank Americans; 


Italy, Australia triumph 
in World Cup 


City’s adopted herons 
named Mack, Kathy 
By Tarra V. Quismundo 
Metro 


THEY COULD HAVE BEEN 

named Tweety and Big 

Bird, or Suri and Shiloh, 
Instead, the two 
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Bush traveled to violence-rattled Baghdad less BALANCED RLESS VIEWS 


black-crowned herons 
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Gov't allows 
Lafayette to 
open for 30 days 


By Blanche S. Rivera 

and Christine Gaylican 

in Manila 

and Bobby Q. Labalan 

PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 


AFTER SEVEN MONTHS OF SUSPEND- 
ed operations due to the illegal discharge 
of mine tailings, Australian mining firm 
Lafayette Mining Inc. has been allowed 
to conduct a 30-day test run of its facili- 
ties in Rapu-Rapu, Albay. 

The Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources yesterday lifted tem- 
porarily its suspension order to check if 
the remedial measures put in place by 
Lafayette would work. 

Lafayette would be allowed to start its 
test-run only after making an escrow de- 
posit of the P10.4-million fine imposed 
by the Pollution Adjudication Board for 
its violation of the Clean Water Act fol 
lowing the mine spills on Oct. 11 and 31 
last year 

‘The company had filed a motion for 
reconsideration in the PAB and refused 
to pay the fine until the case was те- 
solved. It paid only the P300,000 penalty 
fo violating the conditions of its envi- 
ronmental compliance certificate. 

“The DENR came to the conclusion 
that the two tailings spills were pre- 
ventable, that Lafayette was guilty of op- 
rational, technical and management 
lapses, and that the company's project 
still has to measure up to the standards 
of responsible mining,” Environment 
Secretary Angelo Т. Reyes said at a press 
conference. 

‘The DENR, however, said it felt that 
“the best option to take is to allow 
Lafayette to resume operations subject to 
certain stringent conditions,” as an aban- 
doned open-pit mine like the one in Ra- 
pu-Rapu would be less environmentally 
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‘THE WORLD'S WORST ERUPTION in the second half of the 20th century and the largest to affect a 
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"WHEN DEATH PENALTY WAS POPULAR:” Lauro Vizconde and Martin Diño of the Volunteers Against Crime and 


Corruption present at a pro-death penalty press conference the INQUIRER'S Jan. 


, 1999, issue with this Page I photo showing 


then Vice President Macapagal walking hand in hand with rape victim “Baby” Echegaray during a rally for the reimposition of 


the death penalty. Then First Lady Loi Ejercito is at left, behind is now Sen. Jamby Madrigal. 
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‘Death penalty is OK while popular’ 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 
and Christian V. Esguerra 


IT WONT BE SMOOTH SAILING FOR 
THE planned abolition of the death 
penalty law, with opposing voices gain- 
ing volume. 

More than 100 relatives of victims of 
heinous crimes yesterday registered 


densely populated area did this to a barangay in Botolan, Zambales, 


15 YEARS AFTER PINATUBO 
Aeta: From ‘lubay’ to Levi's 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


BOTOLAN, ZAMBALES—THE 
world's worst eruptions in the 
second half of the 20th century 
failed to erase 


the Asa fom SPECIAL REPORT 


the face of earth, 

Fifteen years after Mount 
Pinatubo let out its biggest blasts 
їп their ancestral abode on June 


Zambales, Pampanga and Tarlac 
has almost doubled from just 
over 50,000 at the height of the 
disaster, data from the National 
Commission on Indigenous Peo- 
ples (NCIP) in Central Luzon 


ош among Philippine aborigines 
as members of a tribe that bear 
memories and experiences of vol- 


pine Institute. 


showed. 

As survivors, 
the Aetas stand 
faded away 


rn times, 


making them a mine of lessons in 
coping with disasters, the Philip- 


Seismology said. 

Inthe eyes of three Aeta elders, 
however, there was a dying as- 
pect to this survival. 

Traditional culture, at least 
the kind they had practiced in 
their lifetimes, was lost or had 


years, according to Adoracion 


their indignation at a rally at Liwasang 
Bonifacio in Manila. 

‘The group began to mass near the An- 
dres Bonifacio monument at around 3 
p-m., carrying placards with such mes- 
sages as "Justice is dead" and “PGMA has 
no political will.” 

And Dante Jimenez, founding chair of 
the Volunteers Against Crime and Cor- 


ruption (VACC), sounded a warning: 
"Even if President Macapagal-Arroyo 
signs the bill abolishing the death penal- 
ty, we will never respect it." 
"[Lawmakers] did not even bother to 
consult the victims when they passed this 
ee told reporters. 
The Philippine Council of Evangelical 
DEATH AB 


that Makati City adopt- 
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Same group 
owns blast in 
police camp 


By Luige A. del Puerto 
and Jocelyn R. Uy 


THE MODUS OPERANDI 
was familiar—an explosion 
disrupting the early morning 
rush but injuring no one. 

But yesterdays blast—the 
fourth in Metro Manila since 
last week—occurred right in- 
side Camp Bagong Diwa in 
Taguig City, the headquarters 
of the National Capital Re- 
gion Police Office. 


The explosion left a small crater under 
а Special Weapons and Tactics van that 
had been parked a few feet away from 
the Regional Special Action Unit (RSAU) 
for nearly three months. It also damaged 
the van's fender and flattened its right 
rear tire. 

Philippine National Police Deputy Di- 
rector General Avelino Razon acknowl- 
edged that whoever had planted the ex- 
plosive device— probably a pillbox, ac- 
cording to Supt. Roberto Villanueva, 
RSAU group director—was capable of 
penetrating a secure place like Camp 
Bagong Diwa. 

Asked if people with access to the camp, 
such as soldiers and policemen, could have 
been behind the attack, Razon said: “That 
is part of the investigation of NCR- 
PO—why the camp was penetrated and 
why it happened in a camp ... That will be 
a vital component of the investigation." 

PNP Director General Arturo Lomibao 
has ordered Director Marcelo Ele, head 
of the Directorate for Investigation and 
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Zamboanga Norte RP's poorest 


By Mel Lawrence de Guzman 


PDI Research. 


and Dennis Jay C. Santos 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


WHILE THE COUNTRY'S POVERTY 
incidence has slightly declined, 
Mindanao is home to seven of the 
10 poorest provinces, according to 
the latest poverty data from the Na- 
tional Statistics Coordination Board 


(NSCB). 


cated. 


The NSCB based its latest 
poverty statistics on the final re- 
sults of the Family Income and 
Expenditure Survey (FIES) that 


funr 


8. MLProvince. as 

Moro and communist guerril- борига C pl 
las operate in the seven Min- 
danao provinces on the list of the 
poorest provinces. On the other 
hand, the 10 "least poor" areas or 
provinces are all found in Luzon 
where the country's capital is lo- 


1.Rizal 


5.2nd District -NCR 
2. 1st District -NCR 
4. Srd District- NCR. 


8. Cavite 


the National Statistics Office con- 
ducted in 2003. The NSO con- 
ducts the survey every three 


years, 


Poverty incidence refers to the 
proportion of families (or popula- 


of Volcanology апі гш, 


day. 


n post-eruption 


tion) with per capita income be- 
low the poverty line or threshold, 
the amount needed to meet basic 


The NSCB put the country's an- 
nual poverty threshold for 2003 
at P12,475 per person, or P34 a 


“Generally, since 1997, there 
has been an increasing trend in 
poverty in Mindanao,” said Re- 
dencion Ignacio, chief of the Spe- 
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WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST. Extreme Northern Luzon. Visayas and Mindanao wil ewe 
‘perience mostly cloudy skies with scatierod ranshower ad thur- 
бетте, The rest of Luzon wil bo partly oud to at umes cloudy 
with elated rainshowars or thunderstorms mosty in the alternon 
or evening 
фый ec ноо samedi _SOUICE PAGASA 


World Bank pledges 
to invest up to $5B 
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in RP private sector 


By Doris C. Dumlao 

'HE INTERNATIONAL FINANCE 
I£orp,, the investment arm of the 
SWorld Bank, has committed to 
pen in as much as $5 billion in 
Sesh investments in private sec- 
or projects in the Philippines in 
he coming years. 
2 “To date, we have invested at 
Feast $2 billion in various compa- 
Sies in this country And we are will- 
Ял to invest another $2 billion, or 
‘even $5 billion, in the coming years, 
given the right opportunities, and 
‘with willing and motivated partners 
from the private sector" IFC's coun- 
try manager for the Philippines and 
‘Thailand Vipul Bhagat said in a 
‘press briefing yesterday. 
Š Bhagat said IFC's future invest- 
‘ments would be in the following 
vital sectors: Infrastructure, 
elecommunications, health care, 
dourism, information technology 
and financial services. 
& He added that IFC would con- 
inue to provide technical assis- 
‘tance and advisory services to key 
{projects 
"5 But since it took IFC about 40 
‘ears to invest $2 billion, Bhagat 
‘said it would take more patience 
Чо further build up its exposure in 
the country. 

“IFC remains committed to sup- 
porting the Philippines and we 
will continue to forge long term 
partnerships with the private sec- 
tor. We will continue to invest in 
projects that create jobs, improve 
people’ lives while addressing en- 
vironmental, social and gender 
concerns,” Bhagat said. 

IFC started investing in the Philip- 
pines in 1962, initially in Private De- 


velopment Corp. of the Philippines 
(PDCP) and then in blue chips Mani- 
1а Electric Co. and Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone Со. 

In recent years, IFC has priori- 
tized efforts to deepen and diversify 
the local financial sector, promoting 
infrastructure and assisting in the 
growth of small and medium enter- 
prises, Other areas which it has in- 
vested in are those sectors that har- 
ness the countrys competitive hu- 
man capital advantages: Agribusi- 
ness, health care, education and in- 
formation technology. 

From only $67 million in 2003, 
ICs fresh investments in the 
Philippines rose to $90 million in 
2004 and further to $104 million 
in 2005. For this year, Bhagat said 
fresh investments would likely 
top last year's, 

TFC marked its 50th anniversary 
with a program in the Philippines 
focusing on the challenges and op- 
portunities in the coming years as it 
provides support to local companies 
and expands its role in fostering 
economic development. 

IFC Director for East Asia and the 
Pacific Javed Hamid pointed out that 
developing countries ín the region. 
‘were expected to grow by an aver- 
age of 8 percent this year and cap- 
ture over $100 billion іп foreign di- 
rect investments annually Hamid 
noted, however, that many people 
had yet to partake of this prosperity. 

“For all the progress of the emerg- 
ing markers, we stil see extreme 
poverty. Some 700 million in East 
‘Asia and the Pacific still live on less 
than $2a day Even as we struggle to 
promote investments and create 
more jobs, we are still faced by signs. 
of hunger and stife he said. 


RP envoy to US quits 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Volt Contreras 


MALACANANG ҮЕ$- 
terday announced the 
resignation of Alberto 
del Rosario, the Philip- 
pine ambassador to the 
United States, less 
than a month before 
his tour of duty ends 
on July 8. 


Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
told a news briefing of Del 
Rosario's resignation, ostensibly 
because he wanted to return to 
the private sector, but did not say 
who would replace him. 

A few hours after the Bunye 
briefing, a statement was re- 
leased by President Macapagal- 
Arroyo saying she accepted Del 
Rosario's resignation "with much 
regret.” 

Foreign Secretary Alberto Ro- 
mulo also issued a statement 
shortly after Bunye's announce- 
ment. 


Much regret 

“The President, with much re- 
gret and profoundly grateful for 
the contributions of Ambassador 
Del Rosario to the successful pt 
suit of Philippine foreign policy, 
has accepted his resignation ef- 
fective on July 8, 2006,” Romulo 
said. 

A statement from Del Rosario, 
however, did not explicitly men- 
tion a resignation, contrary to the 
Palace and Romulo announce- 
ments. 

“I have been recalled and will 


DELROSARIO 


therefore end my posting as the. 
Philippine ambassador to the 
United States effective July 8. My 
departure from Washington D.C. 
shortly thereafter will enable my 
early return to the private sector," 
Del Rosario said in a statement 
released through the Department 
of Foreign Affairs. 

Since last year Del Rosarios 
Washington post has been at the 
center of a “musical chairs” shuffling 
‘of government positions, offered asa 
plum to people being inveigled into 
joining the government or encour- 
aged to vacate other posts. 

Bunye refused to comment on 
speculations that the President 
was considering as Del Rosario's 
replacement either Foreign Sec- 
retary Alberto Romulo or Lauro 
Baja, the countrys Permanent 
Representative to the United Ма: 
tions. Baja is himself being re- 
placed at the UN by former Chief 


Justice Hilario Davide Jr. 

Bunye also denied that the Presi- 
dent had been dangling the plum 
post to other allies like former Inte- 
Tor Secretary Angelo Reyes who 
only agreed to give up his post, 
which went to former Antipolo Rep. 
Ronaldo Puno, after he was ap- 
pointed environment secretary. 


Return to private sector 

"He [Del Rosario] appeared de- 
termined to return to the private 
sector," the press secretary said. 

Bunye said the President con- 
sidered Del Rosario "a good 
friend and a true professional." It 
was Ms Arroyo who appointed 
Del Rosario on Oct. 13, 2001. 

At the DFA, spokesperson 
Gilberto Asuque told a press brief- 
ing that Del Rosario had expressed 
а desire to return to the private 
sector as early as two years ago. 

Apparently to dispel specula- 
tions on the reasons for Del 
Rosario's departure, Asuque said: 

еге should be nothing spec- 
tacular about ап ambassador 
ending his tour of duty" 


6-year tenure 

He explained that under the 
Foreign Service Act, diplomats 
are given a tenure of up to six 
years in a foreign assignment, 
during which they may have one 
ог more postings. After this peri- 
od, the envoys are recalled to 
serve for three years in the home 
office before being eligible again 
for another six-year tour of duty. 

Political appointees like Del 
Rosario—who by the time he leaves 
Washington would only have 
served for five years— usually re- 
turn to the private sector, he said. 

Career officials, on the other 
hand, remain with the DFA until 


their retirement, he said, 

The President paid tribute tà 
Del Rosario citing his "crucial role 
in nurturing our relations with 
our key ally, broadening the fron: 
tiers of our cooperation and pa 
nership, and seeing us through 
the common challenges that face 
both our nations." 

“He left a very successful cat 
reer in the private sector to j 
the gofernment. He leaves gov: 
ernment with an exemplary 
record as a diplomat and public 
servant. He has made lasting 
tributions to Philippine diplom: 
cy and left an indelible mark on. 
RP-US relations," Ms Arroyo said; 

Romulo also expressed his 
“deep appreciation for the out- 
standing work and remarkable 
achievements” of Del Rosario. _. 

He "had five solid and fruitful 
years as our representative to 
Washington," he sad, 


Replacement 

He said Del Rosario had asked to 
be allowed to rerum to private life. 

‘Amid renewed speculations last 
April on imminent changes in the 
Washington embassy, Romulo, who 
had just returned from a visit to the 
US capital, denied rumors he was 
about to replace Del Rosario. 

“| have no interest or desire fot 
any ambassadorial assignment," 
he said at the time. 

The 66-years-old Del Rosarió 
received all of his education, 
from primary school to university, 
їп the United States. He earned а 
degree in Economics at New York 
University. 

Del Rosario has served as presi; 
dent, vice president, chair and di; 
rector of more than 50 corpora: 
tions and civic organizations in 
the Philippines 1 
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By Marlon Ramos 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


‘CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA—CLOSE-IN SECU- 
tity staff of Batangas Gov. Armando Sanchez were 
undergoing polygraph tests yesterday that police 
described as а way to “dear them" of complicity in. 
the failed assassination attempt on the govemor. 

As of mid-morning, three of Sanchez's 
bodyguards had submitted to a lie-detector 
test, while 10 more were scheduled to take it, 
said Senior Supt. Ricardo Padilla 

Padilla had said earlier that the éxplosion 
that ripped through Sanchezs Hummer H2 


SUV and killed two of his aides on June 1 
might have been an "inside job." 

Among those scheduled to undergo the 
tests were Sanchez's regular driver, whom po- 
lice had described as the key to solving the. 
case but whose identity they have withheld 
‘The driver could have been the “insider” that 
investigators believe planted the bomb in 
Sanchez's vehicle as he failed to report for 
work on the day of the bombing, Padilla said. 

Padilla claimed investigators were making 
progress but declined to elaborate. 

‘Asked if arrests were imminent, Padilla replied, 
“Naming the suspects and arresting them are two 


different things. We have to gather more evidence." 

Meanwhile, police їп Lipa City released 
yesterday a sketch of a man described by à 
witness as the one who may have planted the. 
hand grenade that wounded at least eight 
people ata local market on Sunday. 

Senior Supt. David Quimio, Lipa City police 
chief, said the man's description was provided 
by a witness who saw him running away after 
apparently placing alive grenade inside a bag, 
hanging from the back of a parked jeepney. 

Аз described by фе witness, the man was 
5°4" tall, about 40 years olds, of medium build, 
had “fair skin” and had a receding hairline. 
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DSWD plan 
to aid OF Ws 


in crisis 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL 
Welfare and Development has initi- 
ated an after-care program for re- 
turning overseas Filipino workers 
‘who are in crisis situations to ensure 
their smooth reintegration into 
their families and communities. 
Social Welfare Secretary Esper- 
anza Cabral said President Maca- 
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pagal-Arroyo had directed all rel- 
evant agencies to draw up a com- 
prehensive after-care program 
for returning OFWs. 


the DSWD are counseling and 
other psycho-social assistance, 
food, medicine, temporary shel- 
ter and other basic needs. 


For OFWs who ate unable to 
complete their work contracts be- 
cause of abusive employers, repatri- 
ation services will be facilitated by a 
Among the services on offer at social welfare attaché in the case of 
Malaysia and social workers in 
Kuwait, Jeddah, Dubai, Abu Dhabi, 
Lebanon, Hong Kong and Riyadh, 
"The DSWD also provides critical 
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incident stress debriefing (CISD) for medical assistance and other services. 
OFWs who have experienced trau- 
matic stress in their work. CISD al- go to any DSWD field office to] 
Jows the victims to express their feel- 
ings about critical incidents or life- 
threatening experiences. 

Cabral said retuming OFWs would 
also be referred to the appropriate 
govemment agencies for legal and Йоп, 


Returning OFWs are asked t 


avail of the after-care services. 
‘The number of OFWs reached! 
500,000 in the first half of 2005 
while OFW remittances in 2005 
grew by 25 percent to $10.8 bil- 
Qnthia D. Balana 


ABI 


emish 


ОЕ 


Eraser 


That Really Works! 


Picture-perfect skin can now 
be a reality with IPL 


Photorejuvenation Treatment. No- 


other procedure has ever been 
developed 
that can 
accomplish 
so much 
with so little 
risk and 
downtime. 


A satisfied | 
client, Irene 
Salud- 
Delarosa 
tells us about. 
her experience: "I'm very happy 
with IPL. It helped reduce my 
lines, wrinkles and my skin 
pigmentation. It gave me an even 
complexion! When I went to my 
high school reunion, someone 
actually thought I was the daughter 
of her old classmate. She sald my 
skin made me look so young!” 


IPL is a gentle, non-invasive 
treatment that uses a broad 
spectrum of light to treat the face, 
neck, chest, back, hands and 
virtually anywhere that sun 
damage or blemishes show. It uses 


rens Salud Delarosa 


the Intense Pulsed’ Light 
technology to correct a variety of 
skin conditions and skin 
imperfections: freckles, skin 
discoloration, signs of aging, age 
spots, unsightly spider veins, 
broken capillaries, rosacea and 
other blemishes. Another fan of 
IPL is actress/interior design 
consultant Carmi Martin. She 
happily relates: “1 used to have an 
uneven skin tone because: of 

R | pigmentation 
and freckles. 
After IPL, my 
skin became 
even! In the 
past I'd 
always have 
to wear 
make-up 
because T was 
afraid to let 
people see 
Carmi Martin. me without it, 
Now, since I love going to Boracay, 
I can enjoy the sun and sea make- 
up free!” 


IPL can simultaneously treat a wide 
‘variety of skin concerns safely and 
effectively, It erases skin damage 
‘with minor disruption on ће skin’s 


Dr Joya performing the IPL Photorejuvenaton. 
‘Foatmont on а cent, 


surface unlike other conventional 
treatments. 


Restaurateur Cristina Gonzalez- 
Romualdez is another satisfied IPL 
client. She relates: "Some skin 
problems I had were freckles and 
a bit of melasma. IPL gave me a 
more even complexion. It helped 
remove the freckles and the 
melasma, І remember after the 3rd 
or 4th session, there was a big 
improvement. But even after the 
Ast session, І could already see an 
effect because my pores tightened, 
Somebody told me my skin was 
glowing...and this was right after 
an IPL treatment! The best thing 
about it is there's no downtime. 
Since I like going to the beach and 
going out of town, I'm always 
exposed to the sun, That's why I 
go for IPL treatments after an 
Outing, I'm really happy with it!” 


Irene, Carmi and Cristina are only 
three of many satisfied clients who 
have reported a reduction in age 
spots, freckles and other skin 
discolorations. Most women who 


lead active and busy lifestyles 
arehappy with the fact that aside 
from the visible improvement in 
their skin, they experience 
relatively no downtime, This 
‘means that one can actually have 
fairer, even-toned glowing skin 
after approximately 30 minutes 
of treatment, and can go to work 
on the same 

day, as if 

nothing 

happened 

at alii 


Now isn't 
this the best 
news for 
your skin? | 


To know 
more about 
IPL Photorejuvenation, just call 


Facial Care Centre at 892-SKIN, 
That's 892-7546, 


GET 


40% OFF 
IPL 


| when you enroll on 
June 12-17, 2006 only. 
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1: JOURNALISTS COVERING PRESIDENT 
[: Macapagal-Arroyo's visit to the Pandacan oil 
|" depot in Manila yesterday found themselves 
|. being held back at a "holding pen” by a 
‘member of the Presidential Security Group 
as they watched their quarry get away. 
S тһе President and her chief of staff, 
5 Michael Defensor, apologized, and the о; 
casion being partly about hazard prepared- 
mess, the reporters accepted it as part of the 
azards of the job. 
S The holding area was actually a row of 
steel bars positioned to cordon off the me- 
ia from where the President and oil com- 
апу officials were standing. 
= After the President delivered her re- 
marks announcing a rollback in diesel 


PSG restricts the press 


prices by 50 centavos and no price increas- 
es for liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) for the 
rest of the month, reporters rushed from 
behind the stee! bgrs to follow her. 

But a PSG member blocked-them from 
leaving the holding area to the consterna- 
tion of the reporters who pleaded to be let 
out. But the PSG man stood his ground, 
saying at one point that he had no instruc- 
tions to let them follow thé President. 

The reporters were only allowed to leave 
the area after the President was safely inside 
a nearby building where she held a closed- 
door meeting with the oil company officials 

She then mentioned the incident with 
the PSG member, indicating that she had 
been told aboutit. Christine О. Avendaño 
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Oil firms cut diesel prices 


FIVE OIL COMPANIES—PETRON 
Corp. Pilipinas Shell Petroleum 
Corp., Chevron Philippines Inc. (for- 
merly, Caltex), Total (Philippines) 
Corp. and | Seaoil Petroleum 
Corp.—are to roll back diesel prices 
bj 50 centavos per liter today and 
have declared a moratorium on in- 
creases in the price of cooking gas up 
tothe end of the month asa result ofa 
cut in import duties. 

This was announced yesterday by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo during a 
visit to the Pandacan depot where 
most of the oil companies store their 
refined petroleum products. 

Ms Arroyo said the diesel price roll- 
back will be maintained up to the end 
ofthe month also. 

The government lowered the tariff 
оп fuel products by one percentage 
point to 2 percent,under the provi- 
sions of Executive Order No. 527 
sued by the President on May 12. 

The order provides that the 3-per- 
cent tariff on fuel imports would be 
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reduced to 2 percent if the regional 
benchmark Dubai crude hits $66 a 
barrel, and ifthe price of diesel, based 
on the Mean of Platts Singapore 
(MOPS) benchmark for finished 
products, reaches $88 a barrel. 

These price levels should have 
been sustained for the last two weeks 
to merit a tariff reduction. 

The next trigger points, which will 
bring the tariff to 1 percent, are $75 a 
barrel for Dubai crude and still $88 a 
barrel for MOPS-based diesel. 

"The import tarfrrill be scrapped alto- 
gether if Dubai crude hits $85 a barrel 
and МОРЗ based diesel $88 a barrel. 

According to the Department of 
Energy, although the l-percentage- 
point tariff reduction would be ap- 
plied to all fuel imports, the resulting 
savings would be applied only to the 
socially sensitive diesel. 

Thus the rollback in diesel prices 
only. 

‘Applying the resulting tariff sav- 
ings only to diesel would effect a 
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more significant reduction in its 
pump price, the DOE said 

"We thank the oil firms for assuring 
us there was enough supply of oil,” 
Ms. Arroyo said. 

“The tariff reduction of one percent 
is equivalent to P500 million a month 
and the oil companies are committed 
to pass it on a total of P500 million 
worth of savings every month,” Ms 
Arroyo also said. 

Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla 
said that oil prices in the world mar- 
ket are in a “down trend" but noted it 
was “still volatile in a day to day ba- 
sis.” 

‘The diesel price cuts were to take ef 
fect at 12:01 am. today Бахет 
Petroleum Corp. effected the price ad- 
justment as early as 12 noon yesterday. 

‘Apart from the price cut, which 
‘would be applicable to ай diesel-fed ve- 
hides, the counury’s oil firms would con- 
tinue giving Р1-а-Шег diesel discounts 
tothe public transportsector, Christine 
О. Avendaño and Abigail L. Ho 
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Abcede: Deal 
with Imelda like 
‘rediscounting’ 


By Alcuin Papa. 


AN OFFICIAL OF THE PRESIDENTIAL COM- 
mission on Good Government yesterday 
likened a settlement with Imelda Marcos and 
her family regarding their alleged ill-gotten 
wealth to a “check rediscounting” scheme. 

Speaking at a Rotary Club function in 
Makati City, PCGG Commissioner Ricardo 
Abcede said it was important to find a way to 
taise funds for the national treasury now, 
rather than later. 

“Settlements smack of check rediscounting. 
Because of the unbearable red tape inherent in 
due process, we want to convert into cash now 
the postdated checks that future legal victories. 
entitle us to. Our sense of right and wrong tells 
us that it is right to come to the rescue of our 
citizens now" Abcede told his audience. 

He said it was not а matter of whether or 
not the government could win its cases 
against the Marcoses, but "how much longer 
[before] those much awaited legal victories 
will be attained—and thereafter, how much 
longer [before] those paper victories will 
translate into funds for the government.” 

"The PCGG is open to compromise agree- 
ments because, after 20 long years of costly lit- 
igation, it now wants to sue for peace so that 
under a more amicable cloud the parties to the 
settlement may each begin to benefit from 
their fair share of the contested resources, 

“In other words, as the PCGG commissioner 
in charge of asset management, T would like 
ceded funds to reach government coffers the 
soonest, because schoolchildren have to gò to 
school now, eat пом, obtain medical help 
now-—not tens of years later” Abcede said. 

Не answered the criticism of his pursuit of 
a compromise with Marcoses by saying it was 
better to settle with the family than be angry 
асет. 

“Irs just mind-boggling how even the oth- 
erwise more astute members of our society 
can be so blinded by emotions that they won't 
see what even a humble balut vendor will 
readily apprehend, which is that reconcilia- 
tion is patently and infinitely better than rag- 
ing animosity,” he said. 


THE Daily 
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10th Week in Ordinary Time 

AstReading: 

Gospel: 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not think 
that I have come to remove the Law and the 
Prophets. I have not come to remove but to 
fulfill them, I tell you this: as long as heaven 
and earth last, not the smallest leter or 
stroke of the Law will change until all is ful- 
filled, 

So then, whoever breaks the least impor- 
tant of these commandments and teaches 
others to do ће same will be the least ín the 
kingdom of heaven. On the other hand, who- 
ever obeys them and teaches others to do the 
same will be great in the kingdom of heav- 
en.” 

Commentary 

Elijah returns and conquers the prophets of 
Baal, and the people return to God when they 
see the power of Yahweh consuming everything. 
The prayer of Elijah is heard on behalf of the 
people so that they will know who is God in Is- 
rael and be converted. Jesus speaks and lives in 
this tradition of the prophets: speaking the 
truth, teaching the law, deepening it and ex- 
tending its practice to all the world. The full 
ness of the law is Jesus’ life, words, practice, 
and presence for all the world. We are followers 
of a liberator, a lawgiver, a prophet, and the 
Truth incarnate. 
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Is your nursing school geared up for the 


DIGITAL АСЕ? 


The healthcare industry has 
finally realized the value of 
investing in technology. Hospitals 
have learned to embrace the Digital 
Age for more efficiency and better 
care for its patients. 

In the United States, for instance, 
nurses use wireless mobile laptops 
to record patients’ vital signs, 
symptoms, and medications. 
Doctors can sign into the same 
central system from laptops too, 
or from any desktop PC, to order 
prescriptions and lab tests and read 
their patient’s progress. 

‘Ace Kismundo, a registered nurse 
working at the Medical/Surgical 
Unit of the University of 
California, Davis Medical Center 
(UCDMC) shares that hospitals 
in the US now use the Electronic 
Medical Record(EMR) for 
documentation and information 
sharing. 

Kismundo said the EMR has 
made information easily accessible 
to healthcare providers especially 
to doctors who are most of the 
time in remote areas but need to 
regularly check on the status of 
their patients. 

“Since all documentations 
pertaining to direct patient care 
are in the EMR, care providers 
may sec patients’ records even from 
remote locations. Patients! tests, 
procedures, lab results, etc. are 
gathered in the EMR,” Kismundo 
said. 


“In today's technology, we are 
moving away from paper-based 
documentations. All are in the 
computer, thus a nurse should be 
equipped with the knowledge on 
how to use one,” Kismundo added, 

The use of new technology 
however poses a challenge for 
hospital workers, especially for 
nurses. This should be a concern 
for Filipino murses who are of great 
demand in the US and elsewhere. 

‘According to the Philippine 
Overseas and Employment Agency 
(POEA), Filipino nurses working 
overseas are now in the vicinity of 
90,000 and a million more will be 
needed in the coming years as 
demand is still high in countries 
such as the U.S., Canada, the 
Netherlands, and the United 
Kingdom. 

The huge number of Filipino 
nurses leaving for work abroad is 
causing the Commission on Higher 
Education (CHED) some worries. 
The Philippines may now be 
exporting more qualified nurses 
faster than we are producing them. 

Sharing CHED's concern, STI 
has made а commitment to help 
the government in improving 
nursing education in the country. 
By intensifying IT. education in 
its nursing curriculum, STI said its 
students are made to be more 
competitive in the modern 
environment here and abroad. 


STI invested over P100 million to 
put up state-of-the-art nursing skills 
laboratories that simulate actual 
hospital setting. 


1 


1 
1 


DLS-STI Medical Center is one of 
the only 2 hospitals in the country 
that has the 64-Slice CT Scan. 


‘The Open-type MRI is one of the 
latest equipment beingusedat — 7k 
DLS-STI Medical Center. E] 


Keeping undated with the 
latest technology 


Dr. Gina S. Brown, Ph.D., a registered nurse and Chief 
Operating Officer of GROW Healthcare LLC, STI's 
placement agency partner, said Fi 

professional in their work but need some fine tuning in 
the area of IT and even in English proficiency. 

Brown said that Filipino healthcare professionals still 
need to improve their English proficiency, IT, and clinical 
skills. She added - nurses who want to work in the US 
need to be kept updated of the latest technological tools 
being used today. 

Brown however lauded Filipino nurses for their 
professionalism and said that in her more than 10 years 
experience working as a nurse in various states in the 
US, she has never met any other culture who has exhibited 
such fine display of excellence in terms of work ethic. 


STI has integrated ICT education in its 
‘Nursing programs to make nursing 
professionals even more competitive in 
the modern healthcare environment 


ir landline and get 
ап ancient culture. 


Delos Santos Medical Center was recently renamed as DLS-STI Medical 
Center with STI’s acquisition of a significant stake in the hospital. 


IcT-Enhanced Education 


Using its strength in computer 
education, STI has integrated ICT 
education in its Nursing programs 
to make nursing professionals even 
more competitive in the modern 
environment, particularly in 
healthcare institutions abroad. 

"Its not enough that a nursing 
graduate knows the theories. To 
become more effective, it is also 
important for nurses to be able to 
know the latest technological tools 
now being used in hospitals, " STI 
President and CEO Monico V. Jacob 
said. 

According to Jacob, patients 
nowadays will no longer see nurses 
in the US jotting down patient 
information using metal patient 


charts, "To make the documentation 
process faster and more efficient, 
what they use now are handheld 
PCs," he said. 

To make sure that its nursing 
students are abreast with the latest 
technological developments, Jacob 
said STI has put up state-of-the-art 
nursing skills laboratories which are 
designed to simulate the actual 
hospital setting. 

In addition, STI recently acquired 
a significant stake in DLS-STI 
Medical Center to further improve 
healthcare services and education in 
the country, especially in the area of 
healthcare informatics, to better 
prepare nurses for the Digital Age. 
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4th explosion rocks Metro 


From page А! Secretary Ignacio Bunye told re- j ernment intelligence units have 
Detection Management, to super- porters at a briefing. і i іза been instructed to dig up infor- 
vise the investigation. ‘National Security Adviser Nor- mation on Taong Bayan at Kawal. 
e " berto Gonzales had claimed that Villanueva said the perpetrators But while the authorities were 
‘Taong Bayan at Кама the opposition was behind the ex- could be anyone because informal tight-lipped on the possible per- 
The little-known group called plosions, but Bunye said the settlers had occupied the borders of petrators, Carl Ala, information 
“Taong Bayan at Кама!" claimed Palace had decided to leave the the camp, which also houses vari- officer of the militant farmers 
responsibility for the explosion. It matter entirely to the PNE ous offices, including the Bureau of group Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
had earlier claimed the same for Defensor said Taong Bayan at JailManagementandPenology Pilipinas, theorized that disgrun- 
the three earlier explosions atthe Kawal was “probably made up of Не also said strict measures ted soldiers and policemen 
Grepalife building in Makati City the same personalities that have мете in place to regulate entry, might be behind the attacks. 
and at police outposts in Quezon wanted to overthrow the Presi- but “we cannot prevent civilians “It’s a political move, a way of 
City. dent, but under a different from entering the camp.” showing their discontent. They 
But PNP spokesperson Senior name." Pagdilao said the series ofexplo- make it а point not to harm any- 
Supt. Samuel Pagdilao Jr, who Не said Malacafiang was not sions were apparently designed опе, but the targets are the police 
came to the site of yesterday's worried about the bombings just not to cause harm to the public be- or military,” Ala said. 
blast, said police had yet to find yet, and was quick torule out the cause all were carried out in ће Не added that the bombings 
concrete evidence to back the involvement of the “legitimate ` wee hours f the moming. could be an indication of “the in- 
group's claim. opposition.” “(The bombers] would wantto tensity of the rift” in the armed 
“We can establish that through But judging from intelligence sow fear, but for what purpose?” services. 
[anexamination of] theexplosive reports, destabilizers had become he said. But Razon said that if people 
device and [its components] "desperate, Defensor said. He added that the PNP would with military raining had carried 
whether they were the same kind “Whether itis assassination or find out whether the group that out the attacks, their targets 
ог not,” Pagdilao told the Ingum- bombing, pillboxorjustforsound daimed responsibility for the would have been destroyed. 
ER. effects, they only want toshow an bombings was a new organization іп the first three explosions, а 
He said scene of the crime op- image of destabilization in the ог “an existing group working un- low-explosive black powder, an 
eratives had recovered pieces of country" he said. derthe guise of anew [name].” ingredient found in firecrackers, 
the explosive device for examina- Defensor also expressed agree- , É was used. 
tion. ment with the assessment of Ex- ‘Unprecedented’ A 
But NCRPO Director Vidal ecutive Secretary Eduardo Ermita “Historically,” said Razon, “this Tightened security 
Querol told reporters that the ex- that the bombings were no differ- is the first time we have heard of Lomibao yesterday ordered re- 
plosions had not had a broad ef- entfromtheactsofterrorists. this group (Taong Bayan at Kaw- gional commanders to tighten se- E 
fect on the country. But a ranking intelligence offi- ай.” ‘curity in police camps nationwide. ee 
"They just generated a little cerssidirwasclearthatextremist Parañaque Rep. Rollo Golez Не also asked citizens transact- саси 
mure M ne аа сазара ааа саран mls ca tog Боасе well бе роба ю a E ere саанан кы ы 
Metro Manila,” he said. maah Islamiyah and its local ally, categorical statement" on the “bear with the temporary inconve- рце causes no injuries. ОЪ 
* 2 the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG), bombings, including “who they  nience and to extend utmost coop- vas жк 
‘Sound effects’ were not involved. believe are responsible,” and to eration with camp authorities." monitoring teams had been de- ble threats will be coming from,” 
Malacafiang refused to specu- “Itcannotbe ће, ASGorMILF “explain why even highlysecured “Keep calm, be objective and be ployed, perimetercheckpointsset Caro said. 
late on who could be responsible (Moro Islamic Liberation Front). government facilities have been constantly informed of public in- up and guards in critical control According to Caro, airports are 
for what Michael Defensor, Presi- Wedontseetheir[mark],saidthe penetrated.” terest matters, especially those areas doubled. a primary target of terrorists and 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's chief of officer who asked not to be named. "What are the police and mili- concerning public safety and secu- eo, destabilizers because of the po- 
staff, described as mostly “sound for lack of authority to make state- tary intelligence doing?" the for- rity"Lomibao urged the public. Visibility patrols tential impact of an attack on the 
effects" meant only to instill fear ments on the issue. mer national security adviser said. Pagdilao said the security mea- More visibility patrols and ran- international community. 
‘among civilians or embarrass the З dd “If they fail to make that cate- sures instituted in police camps domsweepshavealsobeenputin He said that, for example, the 
PNP "Unserviceable' vehicle gorical statement, they could be were like those in place in big ho- place, Caro said. Ninoy Aquino International Air- 
“As far as we are concerned, Villanueva said he was asleep accused of being clueless, or ugly tels—“bags will be checked, as The ASG secures some 60 do- port ranked No. 4 in the hierarchy 
the investigating agencies have in his office inside Camp Bagong speculations could wors- wellasvehiclescoming inside.” mestic and international airports of targets during the purported 
Yet to come up with solid proofas Diwa when he heard the blast at en—that the government is be- Тһе Aviation Security Group all over the country. coup attempt in February. (The 
to the perpetrators of these vari- around 4:40 a.m. hind the bombings," Golezsaid. (ASG) also announced that air- “Ме should be able to control, other targets were Malacafiang, 
ous incidents. In the meantime, He said he could not explain He also said the seriesofbomb- portsecurity had been beefed up. perfectly if possible, the move- Camp Crame and Camp Aguinal- 
we don’t want to engage in specu: why the bombers would use an ings was “unprecedented in re- Chief Supt. Andres Caro, ASG ment of people—whether autho- do) With reports from Gil C. 
lation as to the possible groups “unserviceable” vehicle as “a tar- cent memory.” director, told reporters at aforum rized personnel or passen- Cabacungan Jr. and Philip С. 
behind these incidents,” Press get [of] evil doings.” According to Razon, ай gov- in Camp Crame that additional gers—and objects, where possi- Tubeza 


Aeta: From ‘lubay’ to Levi's, from mountain to the lowland 


From page Al of gambling, alcoholism and ^ express their emotions. When you can't, leave now," he 
Badar of Zambales, Miranda womanizing, Badar said. | — inTheKnow | "When nature finally heals the said. 4 ^ 

King of Pe d Lunas To- TEREUR environs of Pinatubo, Aeta mid- Land speculations intensified 
feo er eel ш: pieced Begging in cities " 5 wife Jena de la Cruz said it in Porac when portions of it were 
her age at 102, King at 66 and , Xing lamented that younger Pinatubo’s eruptions would be best to resume the use bought for the right of way of the 


Tol Aeta do not relate to Apo Namal- of lunas bundok (herbal reme- Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway, 
folentino at 70. Jariwith the same deep faith and MOUNT Pinatubo straddles the the earth for years. dies). каН. 


From G-stringstodenims tust that their elders did. Others, Zambales mountain ranges andis ‘The disaster affected 2.1 mit The availability of free Тһе CADCs had been slow in 


fom G-stringstodenims, emi hal supped believing йети. ton Pipinas, depang LT medicines and hospitalization coming even as the Aeta suf 


21, the problem could be seen in the deity. oa ters hi HLN nfages ware bi jn took the Aeta away from in- fered the cruel paradox of histo- 
We stopped wearing the Kanawan (freedom from hard-  tiaiiy felt with earthquakes on f: knowledge and appreciation of much of the domain when the 
lubzy or pinang (G-string ). I's Ship) had changed. Instead of March 15, 1991. Small explo- ^A total of P4.2 billion was local health methods and the Americans declared these mili- 
вау ог ег йыт райы: We obtaining kanawan from toiling sions occurred on Aprl 2,fol- spent in 1991-82 to dredgerivers mountain's resources for heal- tary reservations for Clark and 
Жога lot of those used clothing ON the land or in the forests, Ae- lowed by oreashemissions. and to construct dikes and dams ing. Subic. 
whenwewereinevacuationcen- tà Of working age got that by The first major eruption was to control lahar. and lenti The NCIP had awarded the 
ters" Joseph, an agroforestry Selling their labor for wages. recorded onJune 12at8:51am, Lahar buried 18.000 hectares Land and identity CADCs for 52,371 hectares on the 
graduate, said while waiting for Some would beg in urban cen-  wihashandsteamcloudsrisng of forest land which was already Land, King said, was also im- lower slopes but not all of these 
passengers for his tricycle at the TS 19km high. covered with 25 cm of ash. portant in preserving the identity would be in the complete control 
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safe and beneficial to the community. 

|. "They can consider this 30-day period an 
‘acid test. No pun intended,” Reyes said, 
adding that the test run would be evaluated 
by government and third-party experts. 

The government said allowing Lafayette to 
resume operations would result in 900 jobs, 
РЗ billion in government revenues, and Р5 
million a year in project commitments. 

Rapu-Rapu is expected to produce copper, 
gold, silver and zinc valued at $350 million 
over six years. 

The company welcomed the department's 
decision, saying it would comply with the 
conditions immediately and could be ready 
for the test run by July. 

“We are very confident that the remedial 
measures we have undertaken will allow us to 
comply with the requirements of the DENR 
and hurdle the 30-day test run,” said Carlos 
G. Dominguez, Lafayette chief executive offi- 
cer and president. 

Dominguez said his company was still clar- 
ifying the guidelines and the conditions set by 
the РЕМА for the test run. 


Conditions accepted 

“We are accepting the conditions being im- 
posed on the company and as soon as we clarify 
certain points, we would want to start with the 
test run. After we passed it, our next step would 
be to seek permission from the DENR to allow 
us to go full steam with production," he said. 

Environmental groups had called for a clo- 
sure of the mine and a repeal of a 1995 law 
‘opening the mining industry to foreign firms. 
‘The incident has become a test case of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's commitment to 
mining investments, as well as enforcement 
ofenvironmental safeguards. 

The cash-strapped government had 
opened the mining industry to foreigners in 
hopes of generating $5 billion to $7 billion їп 
foreign exchange annually and creating 
240,000 jobs over the next six years. 

The head of the defunct Rapu-Rapu 
Fact-Finding Commission that conducted a 
probe of the effects of mining on Rapu-Rapu 
Island expressed great disappointment at the 
DENR decision. 

Sorsogon Bishop Arturo Bastes said the deci- 
sion ignored the findings of scientists and the 
clamor of the people for the closure of the mine. 

“We are only recommending. Sadly, they 
didn’t follow our recommendations. Well 
‘wait what will happen,” the prelate said. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Gov't allows Lafayette 
to open for 30-day test 


Charles Avila, former vice chair of the 
fact-finding committee, said the government. 
missed the opportunity to give a strong warn- 
ing to the mining industry about its serious- 
ness to impose harsh penalties on erring min- 
ingcompanies. 

While it recommended for the cancellation. 
of Lafayette's environmental compliance cer- 
tificate (ECC), the committee suggested that 
the company be allowed to reapply. 

With the cancellation of the ECC, the gov- 
ernment would be sending a message that it 
‘would not think twice about imposing harsh 
penalties on firms found violating Philippine 
laws. But the government would still allow 
mining firms to apply for a new permit based 
on the rules set by government agencies, Avi- 
lasaid. 


Three-stage test run 

In a 70-page report prepared over three 
weeks, experts from the Mines and Geo- 
sciences Bureau detailed a three-stage test 
run for Lafayette. 

The first stage, spanning five days, involves. 
the running of clean water into the pipe net- 
work to check for leaks and the efficiency of the 
pumps, detoxification circuit and events pond. 

‘The second stage, spanning nine days, in- 
volves mixing of non-ore rocks with wastewa- 
ter and circulating this to test ће electro-me- 
chanical system. 

‘The last stage, spanning 15 days, involves 
actual production of up to 30 percent capacity 
to simulate normal operations to determine 
the efficiency of the whole system. 

“Before, during and after the test run, cer- 
tain conditions would have to be met. After 
the company complies with all these condi- 
tions, a final lifting order shall be issued to 
Lafayette for it to resume full operations,” 
Reyes said. 

"If they don't pass it (test run), we close it 
(mining project)," he said. 


Unfavorable to RP 

The DENR's five findings echoed much of 
the report of the Malacafiang-created Ra- 
pu-Rapu Fact-Finding Commission. 

Reyes acknowledged that the 23-77 percent 
sharing of benefits from the mineral utilization 
of Rapu-Rapu Island had “clearly been grossly 
unfavorable to the Philippine government.” 

If the island had not been declared a special 
economic zone, which entails tax incentives, the 
sharing would have been 54-46 in favor of the 
goverment. With reports from Gil C. Caba- 
cungan Jr. and Norman Bordadora in Manila 


Win 


What You Buy 


with 


Citibank PayLite 


15 lucky Citibank cardholders can win back their PayLite purchases of up to 
P 100,000. Plus 50 consolation prizes will be given away in the raffle draw. 


Exclusively available at: 


ABENSON 


June 12 - July 13, 2006 


Set steer rae sta 
Pe DTEC Prt Na 3S, Senes 2008 


рурат частату Барине: 


Nestle 
utrition 


FOR PEOPLE WITH DIABETES, 
FINALLY A TASTY SNACK THAT 
HELPS CONTROL SUGAR LEVELS TOO. 


NUTREN BALANCE HAS BEEN CLINICALLY PROVEN TO: 


V CONTROL YOUR BLOOD GLUCOSE’ Nestle. 


Nutrition 


У LOWER YOUR CHOLESTEROL” 


Y HELP DELAY HUNGER BECAUSE 
YOU FEEL FULL AND SATISFIED” 


Suitable for 
: рео 
with diabetes ге 


= 
x 


1, Jerung AL ога De 
irse ил Group б, 
‘en mungor and айу cl sowing t 


ma. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Zamboanga Norte RP’s poorest 


Frompage Al 
cial Sectors B Division, the NSCB 
group that conducted the study. 

Zamboanga del Norte, the 
country’s poorest province, 
recorded.the largest increase in 
poverty incidence—from 47 per- 
cent of the families in 2000 to 
64.6 percent (about 573,506 peo- 
ple) in 2003. 

Rizal had the lowest poverty 
incidence at 3.4 percent. 

Nationwide, the poverty inci- 
dence among families stood at 
24.4 percent, or 23.8 million peo- 
ple, an improvement from 2000 
when 28 percent of families could 
not make ends meet. 

"This translated to a decrease of. 


124,000 in the number of poor . 


Filipino families over the three- 
year period. 


In terms of population, 30 of 
every 100 Filipinos in 2003 lived 
їп poverty, an improvement from 
2000 when 33 of every 100 Fil- 
ipinos did not earn enough to 
provide for their basic needs. 

This meant a decrease of 1.6 
million in the number of Filipinos 
living in poverty. 

Besides Zamboanga del Norte, 
areas in Mindanao on the list of 
the 10 poorest provinces were 
Maguindanao, Surigao del Norte, 
Agusan del Sur, Surigao del 5ш, 
Misamis Occidental and Lanao 
del Norte, 


Masbate's distinction 

‘Two Luzon provinces (Moun- 
tain Province and Masbate) and 
one Visayan province (Biliran) al- 
so made itto the list. 
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Metro Manila (divided into four districts by 
the NSCB), Batanes, Laguna, Bulacan, Cavite 
and Nueva Vizeaya joined Rizal in the roster 
ofthe 10 “least poor" areas in Luzon. 

"These provinces are situated near Metro 
Manila. The resources must have spilled 
over,” said Ignacio, referring to Rizal, Laguna, 
Bulacan and Cavite. 

From the 2000 list of poorest provinces, 
seven managed to get out in 2003. These 
were Sulu, Ifugao, Lanao del Sur, Camiguin, 
Camarines Norte, Tawi-Tawi and Romblon. 

Masbate, Maguindanao, and Agusan del Sur 
were on the 2000 and 2003 lists. Masbate has 
the distinction of being the only province on the 
list since 1997, according to the NSCB study. 


Trickle down effect 

Government efforts to uplift the lives of the 
people, particularly in the countryside, may 
be starting to pay off but there is still much to 
be done, according to two government offi 
cials in Mindanao. 

“The policy of the President (Macapagal- 
Arroyo) is having a trickle-down effect on ar- 
eas considered to be suffering from poverty.” 
Ms Arroyo's peace adviser Jesus Dureza told 
the IngumeR last week. 

Dureza said the NSCB report about the exit 


No SC rift, says 


By Armand М. Мосит 


CHIEF JUSTICE ARTEMIO PANGANIBAN, 
whose statement on a "judicial error” in Leo 
Echegaray's 1999 execution had kicked up a 
legal storm, yesterday said his views neither. 
created а гї in the Supreme Court nor dimin- 
ished its capacity to fulfil its role as the final 
arbiter of legal disputes. 

"We discussed it; we have different opin- 
ions,” Panganiban said in response to a ques- 
tion on whether his statement had offended 
the other 14 members of the tribunal. 

“At the Supreme Court, we respect each 
other's opinion. I'm a minority there,” he 
said. 

The ambush interview took place at the 
high court, following its signing of a memo- 
randum of agreement with the Department of 


of Sulu, Tawi-Tawi, Camiguin and Lanao del 
Sur from the list of poorest provinces showed 
that government efforts had improved the 
lives of the people there. 

“But it is not enough and we have to work 
some more," he said. 

Virgilio Leyretana, chair of the Mindanao 
Economic Development Council, said various 
foreign aid programs had helped boost govem- 
ment efforts to provide livelihood to the poor. 


Improving security 

Leyretana also credited the improving 
peace and order for the bright economic situ- 
ation in the provinces. 

“Peace has contributed to the socioeco- 
nomic development in the areas,” he said. 

Dureza said the role of the people in 
achieving peace should not be ignored. 

Residents of areas that managed to escape 
from poverty became "proactive" in the devel- 
‘opment of their community, he said. 

“Hopefully, this should Беа start ofa break- 
through," Dureza said. 

He said the signing ofa final peace deal be- 
tween the government and the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front could further improve the 
lives of people in Mindanaos poorest 
provinces. 


Panganiban 


Foreign Affairs to put the Philippines’ 2,000 
treaties in electronic form and accessible to 
the tribunal’ electronic library. 

Asked to comment on criticism that his views 
had painted the tribunal as “fickle minded" and 
incapable of serving as the court of last resort, 
Panganiban said: “Мо ... because that decision 
stays, and I myself respect that decision." 

He refused to comment when asked about 
а plan by Sen. Aquilino Pimentel to sponsor a 
bill giving the Echegaray family P10 million in 
compensation. 

"We don't make an opinion on political 
matters," he said. 

Panganiban had earlier said Echegaray 
should have only been punished with a life 
sentence because it was not proved that he was 
the father, stepfather or grandfather of the 10- 
year-old girl he was convicted of raping. 


‘Death penalty is OK while ... 


From page At 

Churches (PCEC), a Protestant group closely al- 
lied with Ms Arroyo, called a press conference 
to denounce the scrapping of the déath penalty 

"We would like to express our indignation 
over the haste with which the death penalty 
was abolished,” said Bishop Efraim Tendero, 
PCEC national director. 

"We wonder if the decision was [made] be- 
cause of political convenience, or that {law- 
makers) were really thinking out of their con- 
viction," he said. 

ҮАСС official Martin Difio presented the In- 
‘quire front page dated Jan. 12, 1999, and 
showing then first lady Loi Ejercito-Estrada 
and then Vice President Arroyo together at a 
rally calling for convicted rapist Leo 
Echegaray s execution. 

“If the death penalty is acceptable and pop- 
ular, [politicians] ride on it. if i's no longer 
popular, itis abolished,” Difio said. 

The PCEC, а coalition of around 20,000 
evangelical churches nationwide, is a key sup- 
porter of Ms Arroyo, especially during the 
"Hello Garci” scandal that almost toppled her 
administration. 

Asked if the PCEC's contrasting position on 
the death penalty essentially cut the coali- 
Чоп ties with the President, Tendero replied: 
"We support her on other issues, but it doesn't 
mean that we blindly support her." 


Political intervention 

At another press conference, lawyer Jose Mal- 
var Villegas, head of the group Citizens Crime 
Watch, lauded the few congressmen who voted 
against the abolition of 
the death penalty law. 

Said lawyer 
Leonard de Vera, a 
former president’ of 
the Integrated Bar of 
the Philippines: “If 
the Senate, the 
House and  Mala- 
cañang are bombed 
and you have the 


highest officials of the land Killed, 1 bet you 
they will bring back the death penalty law. 

"Through the years, меме seen politicians in- 
tervening in the implementation of the laws of 
the land. When you are close to the powers that 
be, you can push for pardons, commutations 
Justice is sacrificed on the altar of politics." 

Lauro Vizconde, another VACC official and 
an officer of the Crusade Against Violence 
(CAV), lamented that those who had worked 
for the institution of the death penalty in the 
1990s were not consulted when Congress dis- 
cussed its abolition. 

"We lobbied for eight months. -Thus, it 
hurts us—those who fought for the enact- 
ment of the death penalty—that we were not 
consulted," he said ata news conference. 

Vizconde's wife and two daughters were 
brutally killed in one of a series of such 
heinous crimes in the early 1990s. 

The families of the victims of gruesome 
murders and brutal rapes came together at 
that time to form the CAV 

"We just wanted a shoulder to cry of 
conde said. 

Difio said anticrime groups were calling on 
Ms Arroyo not to sign the measure abolishing 
the death penalty. 

"Until she signs it into law, there is still 
hope,” he said. 


аа 


‘Duterte formula" 

Jimenez said he had consulted Mayor Ro- 
drigo Duterte of Davao City "in search of op- 
tions other than the decaying justice system.” 

“The Duterte formula, which has resulted 
in a peaceful and progressive Davao, will 
surely work where justice has failed,” 
Jimenez said. 

But he clarified that he was not referring to 
vigilantism or the killing of suspected crimi- 
nals without due process. 

“Duterte should be considered a model lo- 
cal chief executive because of his political 
will,” Jimenez said. 

Rizal Javierto, whose 81-year-old mother died 
in the February stampede at the PhilSpors Arena 
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ама 
in Pasig City said the abolition of the death 
penalty would only lead to societal disorder. 

"When I was working years ago for an o1 
refinery in Saudi Arabia, we were afraid to 
break the law because we knew we could be 
beheaded for that," Javierto said. 

Lorna Ramel, the wife of a policeman who 
жаз tortured to death in Parafiaque City tw» 
years ago, said killers should pay with their 
lives. 

“Those criminals should also go throug': 
the pain we have gone through. Only then 
will we achieve justice,” she said. 


Short list 

їп a statement, the PCEC asked that th« 
death penalty be retained for "certain crimes. 

Tt added: “Let the list be short, and limit 
to capital crimes, those crimes that cause th 
loss of other lives. 

"Let us work hard for improving the syste 
of justice in the land. Let criminals know th. 
crime does not pay. Let the law be applie- 
equally to all, without discrimination.” 

According to Bis 
op Fred Magbanu 
the PCEC chair repr 
senting the Christ J 
sus Our Life grou 
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"conservative" Prote 
tants who "accept th 
final authority of d. 
Bible" are unii 
against the aboliti 
of the death penalty. 

Magbanua sa 
these groups basics 
ly conformed to t 
biblical dictum th 
whoever killed a 
other person shou 
pay with his own lif 

“Мапу people s. 
that just because Gt 
is love and forgivin 
He has already fc 
gotten His law,” Ma. 
banua said. 

"The manner 
punishment is not. 
issue of Christian f 
giveness,” Tende 
said, With a report 
from Norman Bor 
dadora 
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From page Al 
‘Abu Musab al-Zarqawi. The President was expect- 
ed tobe in Baghdad a litle more than five hours. 

Bush met with al-Maliki in the heavily fo 
fied green zone at a palace once used by de- 
posed President Saddam Hussein but which 
now serves temporarily as the US Embassy. 

“Good to see you," exclaimed al-Maliki, 
who didn't know Bush was in Baghdad until 
five minutes before they met. 

“Thanks for having me," Bush responded. 
‘They smiled broadly and shook hands vigor- 
ously in the high-domed marble room. 

‘The trip was known only to a handful of 
aides and a small number of journalists sworn. 
to secrecy because of obvious security threats 
b 
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for Bush and members of his entourage. 

“Obviously, when you're entering a situa- 
tion where the enemy is so active we have to 
be extra cautious,” White House counselor 
Dan Bartlett 

‘The prime minister had been invited to the em- 
Бау on the pretense of taking part in a video 
conference with Bush, supposedly at Camp David, 
the presidential retreat north of Washington. The 
video conference would go on as scheduled, but 
with Bush to appear alongside al-Maliki. 

Bush's secret trip came six days after the 
death of al-Zarqawi. 

‘The administration hoped the elimination of 
the al-Qaida leader and the completion of al-Ma- 

is Cabinet would make war-weary Americans 

look at Iraq in a more 
positive light. 

Aside from al-Mali- 
ki and his Cabinet, 
Bush was to see Jalal 
Talibani, Iraq's largely 
ceremonial president. 
Bush also was to meet 
with the speaker of 
the parliament, na- 
tional political leaders 
and US troops. 

Air Force One land- 


12808 | ed in hazy daylight at 


Are You Missing Out On These 
Pleasure Factors During Sex? Ls 


Are you secretly suffering from lack of strong, 
hard performance during your intimate moments 
with your partner? Or do you have to take a drug 
io help you perform well, but secretly suffer 
{lerwards from heedache and fear it might one day 
Kill you? Man achieves ultimate sex pleasure if 4 
factors are present: hard and sustained erection, 
prolonged orgasm, quicker recovery after orgasm, 

zd last but not Кая - а satisfied partner, And 

* speaking of partner, the woman s major problem 
is usualy lock of sexual desire or lack of 
lubrication. She achieves тот enjoyment when 

{ desire and lubrication are induced naturally. 

POTENSANS, a dietary supplement that does 
not require doctor's prescription, is 100% made of 
natural herbs and has been helping men achieve 
stronger, harder, sustained erections, prolonged 


‘orgasm and quicker recovery 

since 10 years ago. Women 

taking Potensen began experiencing В: 

increased desire end lubrication. Potensan is safe and 
effective, BFAD-approved and contains no chemicals 
that cause harmful side-effects. In а clinical study in 2003 
in London, 624 men and 251 women having poor sex life 
were given Potensan daily for 10-20 days. The results 
were amazing. 88.4% of men experienced improvement. 
Success rate among women was 86.5%, Half of them felt 
significant improvement. 


Potensan is available at Mercury Drag as well as vie 
direst ordering ftom hotlines а (02) 843-1586 and 843 
4411, Cal now for more information from friendly, 
professional and confidential hotline operators. You can 
also visit the website at www poteasan.com and order 
online, 


where the temperature was above 100 degrees 
(38 Celsius). Bush transferred to a helicopter 
for the six-minute ride to the green zone. 

t was Bush's second trip to Baghdad in less 
than three years. He met with American troops 
at Thanksgiving 2003 in a visit confined to the 
airport and limited to several hours after dark. 
‘That trip was kept secret until Bush was safely 
inthe air on the way home. 

There are about 132,000 American forces in 
Trac, and Bush faces increasing pressure to begin 
troop withdrawals. Bush says cutbacks depend 
оп Iraq's ability to provide for its own security. 

Bartlett said the trip had been in the works 
for several weeks but was delayed until 
al-Maliki filled out his Cabinet with his na- 
tional security team last week. 

“We are committed to the success of this 
new government and the Maliki plan that he 
is outlining," said Bartlett, who briefed re- 
porters aboard Air Force One. 

Al-Maliki has won US admiration by 
promising to crack down on militias and sec- 
тапап violence, promote national reconcilia- 
tion, accelerate reconstruction efforts and re- 
store essential services such as electricity 

Bush's meeting at Camp David was part ofa 
ruse to conceal his Baghdad trip and a cover 
story to bring al-Maliki and his Cabinet to the 
green zone. 

Secrecy aside, the meeting was intended to 
strengthen ties between the Bush administra- 
tion and al-Malik's ministries, Bartlett said. 

Most of Bush's aides had expected the Presi- 
dent to be at the table with them for the video 
conference. Instead, they were seeing him from 
Baghdad. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and Vice 
President Dick Cheney were in on the secret. 

Tuesday's trip came as Bush struggled for 
solid footing for his presidency, rocked by the 
Iraq war and other problems. About 2,500 
members of the military have died since the 
war began in March 2003. 

War anxiety has been the driving force be- 
hind Bush's plunge in the polls and a cause of 
Republican distress about holding control of 
Congress in the November midterm elections. 

‘Approval of Bush's handling of Iraq has 
dipped to 33 percent, a new low, and his over- 
all job approval rating was 35 percent in a 
new AP-Ipsos Poll. 
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WHAT'S IN A NAME! A prize for the winning names for the adopted 
herons of Makati City. Out of 360,000 entries received, three tied for 
the winning names—Mack and Kathy. Can you tell which is which? 


City’s adopted herons 
named Mack, Kathy 


From page AI the city a bird sanctuary. 


ed were named Mack and Kathy. 
The monikers were chosen from 
more than 300,000 entries sent to 
City Hall after it launched its 
bird-naming contest in April En- 
tries came from ай over the country. 
The selected names are a play on 
“Makati,” which according to histori- 
cal accounts originated from the lo- 
cal term forthe ebbing ofthe tide. 


Suggested names 
Many entries suggested split- 
ting the name “Makati” into two 


‘The ICRD picked the winning 
names yesterday, out of 368,300 
entries posted on the city’s web- 
site wwwmakati gov ph) and 68 
others that were faxed, mailed or 
personally brought to City Hall. 

Three entries tied, since the 
suggested names were all spelled 
the same way. The winners were 
Manuel Ortega, a lawyer at the 
Philamlife Tower on Paseo de 
Roxas Avenue, Makati; and John 
Joseph Sanchez and Marlon 
Labuguen, who both indicated 
their names and mobile numbers 
in their entries. 


proper names, thus: Mak and 
Kati, Mak-Mak and Kathy, Mack 
and Katie, to Makki and Каш. 

And while they all sounded 
like "Mack and Kathy" the win- 
ning names stood out because 
they sounded familiar and were 
spelled simply 

“The names sounded and were 
spelled like real names,” said 
Joey Salgado, chief of the city’s 
Information and Community Re- 
lations Department (ICRD). 

Henceforth, Mack and Kathy will 
refer to the male and female herons 
the city adopted in April from their 
rescuers, the Parks and Wildlife Bu- 
reau of the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources. The 
birds are housed in separate 
aviaries at the Makati Park and Gar- 
den in Barangay West Rembo. 


City a bird sanctuary 
Early this year, Makati officials 
passed an ordinance declaring 


The winners will receive spe- 
cial heron statuettes, which the 
city had ordered as a tribute to 
the heron, recently declared the 
city’s icon. Herons were said to be 
abundant in Makati in the 16th 
century. 

A number of interesting names 
were submitted, some with tradi- 
tional ог historical appeal. 
Among them were Lakas and 
Ganda, Maharlika and Malaya, 
Adam ‘and Eva, Lingkod-Bayan 
and Kalayaan, Kaunlaran at Ka- 
likasan, Makisig and Luwalhati, 
Banyuhay and Punlay, Malakas 
and Maganda, Yin and Yang, 
Baron and Baroness, Heron and 
Heroine. 

There was even one suggestion 
that the herons be named Mike 
and Gloria, possibly in reference 
to President Macapagal-Arroyo 
and First Gentleman Jose Miguel 
Arroyo, 
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ЕСМС 3324/2006 


INTHE DISTRICT COURT OF THE 
HONGKONG SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION 
MATRIMONIAL CAUSES NO. 3324 OF 2006 


BETWEEN 


MARIA LIZA M. LIM 
Also known as LIM, MARIA LIZA MUSNI 


And 
EDGAR М, SANCHEZ 


Petitioner 


Respondent 


A DIVORCE PETITION HAS BEEN FILED AGAINST THE 
UNDER-MENTIONED EDGAR M. SANCHEZ, late of 
unknown address, may apply at the Family Court Registry at 
М2, Wanchai Law Court, No.12 Harbour Road, Hong Kong 
SAR for a copy of the Petition. If within one month he has not 
‘communicated with the Registry, the Court may hear the case 
in his absence. 


Register 


Tobe adverised as follows - 
Once m Phiippine Daly Inquirer. 


(POI Jure 14.2006) 


FCMC 1327/2005 
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE 
HONGKONG SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION 
MATRIMONIAL CAUSES NO, 1327 OF 2005 


BETWEEN 
DELOS REYES, RAMIR S. 
And 
BORJA, LUCIA ANTONIO 


EXPERIENCE THE PIXMA ADVANTAGE WHEN PRINTING 


Petitioner 
+ Get flawless, vivid pictures with FINE technology 
Print as fast as 6 seconds per page 
Print true borderless A4 photos 
Enjoy printing cost as low as P2.00 per page 
Scan high quality photos at 1200 x 2400 dpi (MP150) 


Respondent. 


A DIVORCE PETITION HAS BEEN FILED AGAINST THE 
UNDER-MENTIONED BORJA, LUCIA ANTONIO, whose 
address is unknown, may apply at the Family Court Registry 
at М2, Wanchai Law Court, No.12 Harbour Road, Hong Kong 
SAR for a copy of the Petition and the accompany documents. 
If within one month he has not communicated with the 
Registry, the Court may hear the case In her absence. 


Register 


Tobe advertised ов flows 
Once in Prippne Daly Inquirer 
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Students blame CHEd memo 
for increase in college tuition 


By Alcuin Papa amounts that had not been consulted with the ings and order the immediate refund of all 
Students and the suspension ofthe memo, proceeds from illegal tuition and miscella- 

MORE THAN ONE-FOURTH OF ALL PRIVATE “Congress should make up for its shortcom- neous fee hikes," Palatino said. 

colleges and universities in the country raised 

their tuition this year, militant students said 

yesterday. 

Citing data from the Commission on High- 
er Education (CHEd), the National Union of 
Student of the Philippines (NUSP) said that RM $ ш 2 $ . у 
of the 1,428 private higher education institu- RM T N T 
tions (HEIS) in the country, 27.31 percent ог Batis gts GOLD 2005 
390 schools raised their rates. PLATINUM 2004 

Of the schools that hiked ther fees, 194 raised Ў б 9 T GOLD 2003 
theirs by more than the national inflation rate of - M AJ / У Э) GOLD 2002 
7.6 percent, while 196 increased their fees by " ч UM. " Я 
Jess than ог equivalent to the inflation rate. Уйгу, ? J М) GOLD 2001: 

The average percentage of increase among Sing 4 GOLD 2000: 
all 390 schools was 9.53 percent with a peso RA $ GOLD 1999 
‘equivalent of P31.04 per unit. $ T 1 ў ла d 

"The CHEd, through its Memorandum Or- 
der No. 14, had pegged allowable tuition in. RES Осе, 
creases to the current inflation rate, which Oe 
this year stood at 7.6 percent. Any increases «Рх 
above that would have to be approved after 
consultations with students, parents and oth- 
er educational stakeholders. 

The data was presented by CHEd to the 
House of Representatives on June 2. 

NUSP president Marco de los Reyes point- 
ed to the memorandum as the primary culprit 
behind the tuition increases, 

“Contrary to the idea being peddled by 
CHEd that its memo No. 14 is a tuition cap, we 
see no decrease in the number of schools 
whose proposed increases it had approved re- 
gardless of whether the proposals were above 
or below the inflation rate," De los Reyes said. 

He said the House committee on higher Ew т 
and technical education concluded in a hear- TW ` ' $ 3 Refillable Ball Point 
ing last week that memo No. 14 was “useless” М ^ " лы el + X 
in regulating tuition and other fees, The com- D E f ft БА StickPens р 
mittee went so far as to say the memorandum d 
was “unconstitutional,” 

The Kabataan Party, meanwhile, yesterday 
called for a refund of all tuition and miscella- 
neous fee increases that were not subjected to 
consultation with the students. 

“The (committee's) recent statement vali- 
dates our long-held apprehensions and oppo- 
sition to MO 14,” Kabataan Parcy president 
Raymond Palatino said. 

Palatino said the committee's findings came 
too late as the enrollment period was winding 
down then, He said Congress should have delib- 
erated the matter earlier given that memoran- 

dim Мо. 14 had been around since last year, 

He said the committee's findings should 

come with an order to refund the increase 
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DepEd warns б 
‘loan agents’ Ё 


DEPARTMENT ОР victimized by the 
Education employees loan agents to come 
acting as agents of forward and identify 
private lenders have them. Alcuin Papa 
been warned to de- 
sist from their activi- реттен — : у aN ERNE NE ASE 
ties or face sanctions || 1 
like suspension. 1 

DepEd Officer in 1 
Charge Fe Hidalgo i 
said in a statement 1 
yesterday the depart- 4 
ment had received 5 
complaints боп Н 
teachers and other de- { 
partment personnel of 1 
some employees act- | 
ing as loan agents and i 
conzoling paycheck ү 
releases in DepEd feld 3 
offices. t 

The paychecks are |: i 
released directly to m А 
the private lending |. 2: з * L 1 
institutions that lent H 
money to the teach- 
ers and other person- | 
nel despite the lack of H 
letters of authoriza- ! [ 
tion from the bor- 1 | 
rowers. 

"This scenario ва, ji. " ч — uen 
clear violation of ^ ie р 
Commissionon Audit > " Manila to Hongkong & 


circulars,” Hidalgo Siip proof grip and 


said, d 
She said that un- икс di 1ай 


der COA rules the effortless writing 
salaries of govern- — Ч 

ment employees мч Available in Black, Rad; 
shall be paid directly * Blue 

to them unless in- 
structed to do оћег- 
‘wise through a pow- 
er of attorney or oth- 


fc f authoriza- 7 100k ei at 
gom ^| mew CEBU PACIFIC AIRCOM Cob Paci brining down fares and making ак rave even mère 


ployee concerned. assa ws detallan] affordable for every Juan Just make sure to book your fights early 


Hidalgo said any‘ ы: * ` я " un 

резба employee | Кш Puit Getta Roxan ор P568 i best aval Wi Cebu Pick vary hanan 

caught moonlighting |. | _ Tagbilaran 

for private lenders Ратне " 

"shall be deemed to pescado E P568++ 

have а conflict of In- | 

terest and can be Manlls-Bujuan. Cagayan de Oro, Cotabato, 

charged administra- Davao or Zamboanga P868++ 

tively or suspended } | — Davao-ilollo (via Cebu) 

for such.” à 
She urged other Manila-Hongkong P1,999++ 

DepEd employees 

who may have been 
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‘Sheer folly’ 


ШЕЕ JUSTICE ARTEMIO PANGANIBAN HAS 
C given new life to the death penalty debate, by re- 

peating his position on the case of Leo Echegaray, 
the house painter who became the first man to be execut- 
ed after capital punishment was re-imposed in the Philip- 
pines. The furor over his remarks can be explained in part 
because of the present context: The Senate and the House 
have just repealed the death penalty 
aw and the law that provides for the 
use of lethal injection in executions. 
Only in part, however, since much of the controversy can 
Бе explained by the fact that it was the Chief Justice talk- 
ing about the possibility of “judicial error” in a high-pro- 
file case. 

First things first. Let us get the absurd viewpoint, as 
articulated by the likes of Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez, out of the way. Panganiban's assertion that a judi- 
cial error may have been committed is not a belated 
revelation, as a gloating Gonzalez suggested last week, 
that the Supreme Court makes mistakes. Of course it 
does, and the possibility is taken fully into account in 
the process of adjudication, What is the motion for re- 
consideration, for example, but a legal device based on 
the assumption that a judge—or an exaltation of 
Supreme Court justices—may have made a mistake in 
appreciating the facts and the law in a given case? Why 
did Solicitor General Edgardo Nachura file motions for 
reconsideration on the PP 1017, E0464, and CPR cases, 
if his boss did not believe that the Supreme Court was in 
fact mistaken? 

Gonzalez's view was nothing more than a politically 
partisan reading of Panganiban’s position on the 
Echegaray case. And what was that position, exactly? 
After several days of reporting, we can now clearly de- 
fine its shape. It was a personal opinion, consistent with 
Panganiban's record of opposition to capital punish- 
ment and with his vote in the case itself, raised before in 
books he had authored, and raised again on May 31, 
during the launch of a book by the Free Legal Assistance 
Group, on the death penalty. 

The Supreme Court’s spokesperson, Ismael Khan, 
emphasized that the Court “will stand by its [1996] de- 
cision.” He also went out of his way to stress the non-in- 
stitutional nature of Panganiban's remarks, saying, “He 
has stated this as his personal view and he certainly did 
not mean to foist it on the other members of the court.” 

Panganiban himself is aware of the true (or at least 
principal) cause of the controversy. Speaking in Filipino 
to reporters during Independence Day rites at the Boni- 
facio Monument in Caloocan City, he said: “I cannot be 
accused of saying it only now because I have been talk- 
ing about it [for years]. No one listened, only now that I 
am the chief justice." 

The controversy reminds us that certain offices in 
public service have a built-in bully pulpit, a platform 
from which to address the body politic. The presidency 
has the most famous and the widest reach, but that of 
the head of the judiciary is not inconsiderable. To be 
sure, not all lawyers agreed that the nation's first 
lawyer should even set foot inside his bully pulpit. 
Some are of the opinion that no chief justice should try 
to set the national agenda through means other than 
court decisions. Some are uncomfortable with the idea 
of a judge—especially if he is the countrys chief 
judge—discoursing on matters best left to either legis- 
lation or the electoral process. 

But the controversy also reminds us that, in capital 
punishment cases, there really is no remedy for judicial 
error. This reality remains the main argument for its 
abolition. The Chief Justice told reporters the other day 
that all he had intended to do during his speech was to 
show “the sheer folly” of the death penalty. We think he 
has done that. He has noted persuasively that an essen- 
tial fact in the Echegaray case—that the convict was the 
victim's stepfather—was assumed, rather than proven. 
“lt does not mean that he was not a rapist. The only 
question is what could have been the penalty,” Pangani- 
ban said. 

And that is exactly the point: Despite the error, there 
is no longer any other penalty possible for Echegaray 
today. Once a man is executed, he stays executed. 
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The Supreme Court is not 


THE ADMISSION BY СЫЕР JUSTICE 
Artemio Panganiban that the Supreme Court 
may have erred in allowing the execution of 
Leo Echegaray proves once again that the 
Court or its members are not infallible. Like ev- 
eryone else, they are ordinary mortals who can 
make mistakes. So what rigħt do they have to 
decide whether a person lives or dies? 

But the greatest sin of the Supreme Court is in 
its refusal to admit it made a mistake if it does 
make one. Is it out of pride or out of fear that it 
would lose credibility if it admitted committing 
an enor? 

In this sense, the Court acts like a dictator. It 
сап overturn decisions of the President and 
Congress, but the latter two cannot overtum the 
Courts decisions. If it says black is white or that 
а line is straight even if it is crooked, they stay 
white and crooked in the record books. The boy 
who said truthfully that the emperor had no 
clothes would have been clamped in jail for con- 
tempt if there had been a Supreme Court in his 
time 

President Joseph Estrada's spokesperson, 
former Rep. Didagen Dilangalen, claims that 
the tribunal also made a mistake in ruling 
that Erap had resigned from the presidency, 
and that the SC should correct its mistake. Fat 
chance. 

‘The Erap case has been debated repeatedly 
їп law schools and majority of students agree 
that the former president may have been 
dealt the shorter end of the law. These are the 
uncontested facts: A president can be re- 
moved by 1. death, 2. permanent disability, 3. 
impeachment, or 4. resignation. Erap is 1. still 
alive; 2. not disabled; 3. the impeachment 
procedure against him was not finished; and 
4. he has not written a letter of resignation. 

With the first three reasons totally blocked, 
the justices only had the last, resignation, to 
depend on to justify the takeover by Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo. But there is no letter of 

ignation in existence. So the justices in- 
vented one. Erap, they said, “resigned con- 
structively,” meaning he was assumed to 
have resigned based on diaries written, not 
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by him but by his executive secretary, Edgar- 
do Angara. Angara, by the way, was never 
presented as witness to identify his diary dur- 
ing the impeachment trial yet this diary was 
used as the principal evidence by the Court. 
So Erap was booted out and GMA took over, 
and we haven't had any peace since then. Er- 
ap was knocked out on a technicality. 

Any legal mind whois not a Supreme Court 
justice will clearly see that Erap's ouster was 
below the belt, and Dilangalen has asked the 
Court to correct the error and give justice to 
Erap. Although that is what should be done if 
there is real justice, that is like wishing for the 
moon, The Court, as itis now composed, will 
never publicly admit committing such an er- 
ror even if deep in their hearts, the justices 
know they did. Instead, they would reason 
‘out that what they did was for the good of the. 
‘country and that, in the case of at least two 
justices—who based their decision on pas- 
sages in the Bible that met their eyes when 
they opened й— was what God wanted 
them to do. 

If God really wanted that to happen, He 
must have made a mistake, too. Look what it 
has done to the country. 

А more recent example of an error committed. 
by the Court which it refuses to correct or even 
acknowledge is the case of Damaso R. Flores vs. 
Rolando Ligon. 

Flores had leased from Ligon the Parafiaque 
Cockpit Stadium (now named Roligon Mega 
Cockpit). In January 1985, Ligon filed a suit 
against Flores for collection of his debts amount- 
ing to P1,869,700, Flores entered into a compro- 
mise agreement in which he paid P200,000 ac- 


infallible 


crued interest on his loans, P300,000 equivalent 
to a first instalment of P250,000 plus interest 
thereon. Ligon encashed the check but filed a 
motion for execution alleging violation of the 
compromise agreement. 

A long succession of motions and appeals fol- 
lowed and, to make a long story short, Flores 
won his case in the lower court, the Court of Ap- 
peals and the Supreme Court. The cockpit was 
ordered returned to Flores with the income to be 
credited to Flores’ debts of P1,619,700 and the 
excess, if any, to be paid by Ligon to Flores. The 
decision became final and executory on Nov. 15, 
1989. 

Despite four writs of execution, the decision. 
was never enforced. Suddenly, on Dec. 10, 1990, 
the trial court reversed the decision. Flores be- 
came the loser and Ligon the winner. The cock- 
pit was given to him and the residential property 
of Flores on EB. Harrison Street in Pasay City 
(which was not even involved in the litigation) 
‘was sold at public auction to pay Ligon. 

Flores appealed to the Court of Appeals and 
then to the Supreme Court. After they were giv- 
en due course by ће high court's Second Divi- 
sion, the petitions remained pending for five 
years, On July 29, 1996, they were dismissed by 
the First Division which ruled that Ligon’s pur- 
chase of the Parafaque Cockpit Stadium from 
the heirs of Claro Cortes on April 18, 1986 was a 
"supervening event’ that rendered the final and 
executory judgments in favor of Flores no longer 
enforceable, 

However, a "supervening event" is something 
that happens after a decision has become final 
and executory. Ligon's purchase of the cockpit 
was on April 18, 1986, whereas the final and ex- 
ecutory judgments were rendered much later, 
оп March 28, 1988 and Nov. 15, 1989. The pur- 
chase was not a "supervening event" that could 
render the final and executory judgments unen- 
forceable. Obviously, the Supreme Court had 
erred, 

Flores has filed numerous petitions for review 
and reconsideration but they were all denied by 
the Court with a curt “Noted Without Action.” 
Why doesn't it face the issue squarely and decide 
it with finality and clarity? 


Games people play 


ONE PRIME MINISTER WARNED THAT HE 
expected an epidemic of illnesses to suddenly 
hit his country, or at least people saying they 
had developed all sorts of afflictions and could 
not go to work. The government and rebels of 
the Ivory Coast have laid down their arms tem- 
рогагйу after being exposed to it. And the can- 
didates of Mexico have scrapped their cam- 
paign plans for the July 2 elections over the 
next weeks for fear no one will watch them. 

Ts it a virus more deadly than Ebola? Is it a 
pathological mania that has suddenly beset the 
‘world? Isit an alien invasion? 

Tes worse, it’s the World Сир. 

Largely unbeknownst in these parts, the 
world has ground to a halt. It has done so be- 
cause of a crazy sport—the "beautiful game,” 
as the Brazilians call it—or fanatical religion 
called football. Yes, football. It is not soccer, as 
a reader corrected me once, which is what the 
‘Americans insist on calling it, reserving the 
term “football” for their Super Bowl version of 
it, which has as much to do with the foot (my 
reader said) as chess does to the hand. 

Contrary to rumor, the World Cup, and not 
the World Series—which is what the US calls 
its baseball finals, and which too has much to 
do with the world as George W. Bush has to in- 
telligence—is the greatest show on earth. 
Michael Jordan's monumental contributions to 
thrusting basketball onto the world stage 
notwithstanding, it's Pele's favorite game that 
‘continues to fire the world’s imagination, For 
half the world’s athletes, the ultimate goal in 
life—the word "goal" itself comes from it—is 
хо be able to play in the World Cup. To win it, 
well, it isn't just the next best thing to heaven, 
itis heaven. 

То talk about it in these gloriously meta- 
physical terms is by no means an exaggeration. 
Ie truly has caused heaven and hell on earth: 
‘wars and economic disasters on one hand and 
truces and moral rejuvenation on the other. 
Honduras and El Salvador fell into war in 1969 
because the three-game elimination match for 
the World Cup between their countries proved 
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troublesome. That war claimed 2,000 lives and 
rendered thousands homeless. Germany itself, 
the current host of the Cup, has the “miracle of 
Berne" writ in its history, which was when it 
won the World Cup in Berne, Switzerland, 
1954. The feat did not just revive the German 
economy, it revived the German spirit which 
had fallen to the pits after Hitler 

In at least half of the world, including the 
most powerful and influential part of it, ex- 
cepting the US, everything has been pushed to 
the background. The results of the World Cup. 
games are the news, relegating all others 
down the line. "Has the whole country gone 
mad?" asked a letter-writer in a British news. 
paper, sparking a debate about the true signifi- 
cance of football in society or indeed in world 
affairs. In Britain, it was enough to throw the 
Kashmir crisis to the government's back burn- 
ет, Tony Blair preferring to send off the “lads” 
than to attend to his diplomatic duties. For one 
dazzling moment, governments have suspend- 
ed politics, wars, and time itself and gone fish- 
ing. Or better still, to watch the games. 

personally am thrilled no end by it. There is 
something almost biblical about it, specifically 
the part where Jesus Christ says we will need 
to become а child again to enter the kingdom 
of heaven. This is humankind collectively be- 
coming a child again, looking at the world with 
the awe and wonder of a child's eyes, and barg- 
ing into the gates of heaven with the force of it, 
‘This is humankind stripping down to short 
pants, or girl skirts, again and thrashing about 
in the mud in wild abandon, the shouts of play: 
ful glee and carefree-ness thundering across 
the earth, It is magic, 


Certainly, itis awesome in humankind aban- 
doning at least for one fleeting moment its oth- 
er games, the more churlishly childish ones as 
‘opposed to this wondrously childlike one, the 
ones that produce hell where the later pro- 
duces heaven. The churlishly childish games of 
acquiring wealth and power by whatever 
means, those means now taking on the truly 
frightening aspect of a video game: The Iraq 
invasion was carried out that way, with no 
flaming bodies hurtling to their deaths—such 
as assailed the horrified eyes of Americans dur- 
ing 9/11—t0 strain conscience, only bleeps in 
consoles and the flashing sign, "Game Over,” to 
strain the eyes. 

By contrast, in the childlike game that is the 
World Cup, everybody wins. Even the so-called 
losers, the ones who get defeated in the field of 
battle by stronger opponents, never really lose 
at all, lifting as they do the spirits of their 
bedraggled countrymen, the better to soar on 
their wings through the tempests of life. Na- 
tions win, even ifthe governments ofthe teams 
that lose tend to flounder in the wave of frus: 
tration that beset their land, their mere ap- 
pearance in the game of games, in the game of 
life, being a boundless joy enough in itself. Cer- 
tainly humanity wins, in one blink of the eye of 
eternity showing once again the best that ir can 
be, showing once again the angel that resides, 
or is held prisoner, їп its beastly form. 

What is football really but the seemingly 
ridiculous activity of frenetically trying to 
bring a ball from one side of a field to another 
‘without using one's arms and attempting to 
kick it to a net while others equally frenetically 
try to prevent it? But then what is life itself but 
the seemingly ridiculous activity of making the 
best of one's sojourn on earth as though one's 
deeds could possibly matter while Fate or Im- 
providence tries laughingly to thwart it? 

Tor one dazzling moment at least, hu- 
mankind is trying to make sense of the absurd, 
give a goal to the pointless, triumph magnifi- 
cently in the game called football, also called 
life. 
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IT HAS BEEN 108 YEARS SINCE GEN. EMILIO 
Aguinaldo proclaimed Philippine independence 
in Kawit on June 12, 1898, 60 years since the 
Philippines regained its independence from the 
United States on July 4, 1946, and 44 years since 
President Diosdado Macapagal returned the com- 
memoration of Independence Day to June 12 in 
1962, in an explosion of national pride that 
dwarfed previous national day turnouts at the 
Luneta since 1946. 

In last Monday's national day celebration, the 
Republic, more than a century old, presented a 
picture of a nation in its worst state of disarray 
since 1946 and with very little to show by way of 
unity or economic progress, leaving many Fil- 
ipinos depressed and asking themselves what has 
gone wrong with their country during the past 50 
years. 

Ithas been a half century of economic and po- 
litical backsliding, particularly for democracy, 
and with this bleak record, occasionally broken 
by shining moments such as the People Power 
Revolution of 1986 and the economic expansion. 
ofthe 1960s, which was the envy of the newly in- 
dependent states of Southeast Asia, in the post- 
colonial period, itis not surprising that Filipinos 
have litte to celebrate and to be proud of. 

Last Monday, the theme and agenda of the cel- 
ebration were not only less than inspiring as an 
outlook for the future, they also underlined the is- 
sues that have fueled disunity and political con- 
fict during the past five years, especially the last 
two. 

Filipinos have done very well and have demon- 
strated admirable patriotism to close ranks when. 
they are struggling to throw off the yoke of for- 
eign tyranny and domination, but after they won 
their independence, they have been less success- 
ful in forging a united nation under the rule of 
their native rulers, some of whom have been 
more abusive, tyrannical and exploitative than 
their colonial masters 

Independence Day should have been a day of 


I THINK WERE ALL AGREED THAT WERE NOT 
talking about choir boys here. I mean, the four 
‘American servicemen facing charges of rape are 
Marines, adult men presumably knowledgeable 
about the ways of the world. 

‘And by and large, their defense strategy seems 
to take for granted the four men's privileged sta- 
tus as visiting troopers seeking an outlet for their 
"natural" urges. This, even if it means visiting а 
nightspot which their own lawyers wanted to 
paint as having an “unsavory” reputation, party- 
ing hard with other customers, and even carrying. 
off one of these customers in their van. 

Оп the other hand, the defense lawyers have 
made much of the accuser's presence at the club, 
even implying, despite evidence to the contrary, 
that she may have been paid for spending time 
with the servicemen. After all, their reasoning 
seems to imply, no “decent” woman would allow 
herself to be seen in such a place, much less enjoy 
herself in the company of four male strangers. 
Clearly, the lawyers are hoping to turn public 
opinion against "Nicole," painting a picture of a 
reckless, if not promiscuous, young woman who 
had it coming to her. 

But Nicole's real crime, it seems, is violating ac- 
cepted notions of “proper” female behavior, no- 
tions that are increasingly being challenged but 
which have long been used against women who 
have gone public with their charges of rape or as- 
sault. Unable to explain away the man's violence 
and aggression, lawyers resort to "blaming the 
victim,” turning conventional standards of wom- 
anly behavior against her, dredging up her sexual 
history even if its irrelevant to the crime under 
dispute, implying that she had somehow pro- 
voked, invited, agreed to and thus deserved what 
happened or was done to her, 

‘What I want to know is why judges continue to 
allow such underhanded tactics in their court- 
rooms. 

LET'S play a game of “So what?” 

‘So Nicole patronized a club where the interi- 
ors are dark, aleoholic drinks are overflowing, 
customers are inebriated, and small, private 
rooms are available for all sorts of question- 


SOME READERS REQUESTED THAT I PRINT ALL 
of the citations for the newly minted National 
Artists in this space. I was just thinking aloud and 
then hoping that media would refocus on the 
more essential part of the news and concentrate. 
оп the life and work of the individual artists, 
rather than speculate on whether or not Susan 
Roces would go to Malacafiang to receive the 
medal and citation from President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо whom she has accused of stealing the presi- 
dency not once but twice. 

In retrospect, I shouldn't complain. If Susan Ro- 
ces did go to Майасайап last Friday, the other six 
National Artists would have been marginalized 
further and, if at all, only mentioned in passing. 
Something like that happened during the last 
TOYM awards ceremony in Malacaiiang. Press 
cameras started to click wildly when the President. 
handed the trophy to opposition Rep. Francis Es- 
cudero. Then the limelight was taken by megastar 
Sharon Cuneta the rest of the way. When this hap- 
pens, the other awardees whose achievements 
should inspire us are ignored. Sorry na lang sila. 

Each time National Artists are proclaimed, 
conflicting opinions arise, which isn't bad unless 
it is репу, personal, sour-grapes. All the contro- 
versy is а means to discuss the merit and rele- 
vance of the award first conferred on Fernando 
Amorsolo in 1972. Last Sunday, Randy David and. 
Sylvia Mayuga gave us some food for thought on 
Whether these awards still serve their original 
purpose. It will take three years fora new batch of 
National Artists to be proclaimed and in that 
time, it is hoped that changes will be made to im- 
prove the selection process. 

The citations for each of the new National 
Artists can be found in the folio published for the. 
occasion, and it is hoped that both the CCP and 
NCCA websites will post these because 1 cannot 
print all of them here, Due to insistent requests, 
Tm posting the FPJ citation in English (the Pil- 
ipino translation is more impressive): 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


OPINION 
Squandered opportunity 


PE: 
ye 
Amando A ese 


Doronila “№ 


celebration of national pride and achievement 
derived from the creative expression of talents 
and productive energy. It should have been an oc- 
casion to set a new vision for the future. But last. 
Monday, President Macapagal-Arroyo set consti- 
tutional change as the theme of the 108th cele- 
bration of the declaration of independence, 
which set the stage for the establishment of the 
first constitutional republic in Asia in 1899, with 
the adoption of the Malolos Constitution. That 
Constitution provided the transition from the 
Aguinaldo dictatorship in a country at war to a 
parliamentary government whose embryonic life 
was strangled by the Philippine-American War. 

In her Independence Day message, the Presi- 
dent said: "Our people will soon be called upon to 
make a decision that can bring an end to the 
deadlocks that have stalled our efforts to take our 
nation to the next level. The choice is for us to 
make whether we continue to live up to the vision 
of our nation to continue to watch helplessly 
while our political system degenerates and our 
economy is mired by uncertainty.” She was refer- 
ring to the people's initiative, a partisan project 
being pushed by the administration as a mode of 
constitutional change. 

By mentioning the subject of constitutional 
change, the President not only highlighted one 
of the most contentious issues of her presidency 
but also the debilitating conflict between the 
presidency and the Senate. Her message also re- 
peated the pitch for constitutional change in- 
volving the shift from the presidential to the par- 
liamentary system which she made in her 2005 
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able activities. So what? What were the four 
men doing there, too? Especially since the US 
Armed Forces has declared that it has adopted. 
a “zero tolerance" policy against sexual solici 
tation by servicemen on official assignment. 
abroad. If they weren't at the club looking for 
some nooky, why did they run off with Nicole. 
despite their rush to get back to their ship? 

So Nicole was to blame for socializing with 
the Marines and presumably drinking so much 
that she lost consciousness. So what? Did she 
surrender her human rights thereby? What 
were four presumably sober—or at least con- 
scious—men doing carrying her off and load- 
ing her into the van while she was helpless and 
semi-conscious? (We still don't know how and. 
why she lost consciousness; she could have 
been drunk, drugged or clobbered.) And what. 
kind of gentlemen would cheer on and goad 
their friend as they watched an act of sexual vi- 
olence taking place? 


SO a condom was found among Nicole's clothes 
after she had been unceremoniously dumped in 
Subic, So what? One of the defense lawyers has 
stated that this is the first time he has heard of a 
rapist stopping briefly to put on a condom before 
doing the deed. That's if you still believe the 
stereotype of rape as a crime of lust, where the 
abuser is so taken by the sight ofa woman that he 
loses all conscious thought. But all the condom 
tells me is that there was pre-meditation, that the 
rapist was not so out of it that he forgot to prac- 
tice safe sex. And there were his friends to remind 
him of the threat of STD's, right? 

So Nicole never mentioned the word “rape” or 
"sexual assault” when she was found half-un- 
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‘Ronald Allan К. Poe a.k.a. Fernando Poe Jt, а 
cultural icon of tremendous audience impact, 
and a multi-talented cinema artist and crafts- 
manas actor, director, writer and producer. Tru- 
ly an Artista ng Bayan, he was an artist profound- 
lyin touch with and affecting his community. 

“His works embody a mythic screen and star 
persona, painstakingly created and sustained 
through many years in the films that he had pro- 
duced, directed and acted in, His materials are the 
common Filipino folks story of their dreams and 
aspirations, oppression and struggle. His achieve- 
ment lies їп his films’ projection on the big 
screen—and beyond—of the values the Filipino 
masa hold closest to their hearts. This mythic im- 
age inspired his film audiences and tremendous 
fan following through the years from the late 
1950s tothe early 2000, or nearly half а century. 

"Where he played on screen the simple man, 
he was the personification of the common towns- 
folk—hardworking, humble and patient, but res- 
Оше nonetheless. He was the quiet underdog 
who rises in due time to redeem himself from op- 
pression. Where he was the mythical hero, he 
‘was the folk redeemer out to liberate his people 
from oppression and bondage. 

“The image of the underdog was projected in 
films such as: Apollo Robles (1961), Batang 
Maynila (1962), Mga Alabok sa Lupa (1967), 
Batang Matador and Batang Estibador (1969), 
Ako ang Katarungan (1974), Tatak ng Alipin 
(1975), Totoy Bato (1977), Asedillo (1981), Par- 


State of the Nation Address. 

‘As she spoke, the President underlined the di- 
vision between the House and the Senate over 
two other modes of constitutional change: one 
via a constitutional convention and the other 
through a constituent assembly composed of the 
members of the two houses of Congress. 

‘The President has been hammering on this is- 
sue over which the Filipino people are deeply di- 
vided, according to public opinion surveys. The 
contentiousness of this issue was highlighted by 
the fact that when the last Congress adjourned, it 
failed to pass the appropriations act for 2007, 
leaving the nation limping on the 2006 budget, 
after the Senate turned down the House version. 

The political wisdom of emphasizing constitu- 
tional change as the theme of the 2006 Indepen- 
dence Day celebration can be questioned, since 
the national day is an occasion for lifting the peo- 
ple's spirit. But then there is little to inspire the 
people to euphoric heights in an environment of 
political discord. 

‘The President will have another stage to push 
constitutional change in her next State of the Na- 
tion Address in July, an occasion for agenda set- 
ting where concrete issues and proposals will 
have their day. But in last Monday's celebration, 
she squandered the opportunity to present a vi- 
sion for the nation behind which the people could 
rally. 

Instead of the presidency monopolizing the 
agenda-setting function of the national day cele- 
bration, there were other groups who tried to 
break that monopoly, among them bishops and 
militant groups that had their own issues and 
agenda to project. The bishops warned of signs of 
“subtle dictatorship,” a theme that is more related 
to freedom, and Left-wing activists marched not. 
at the Luneta but in other venues to make the 
point that the nation is torn apart and in the 
mood to seek political change rather than cele- 
brate the achievements of a modern democratic. 
Republic. 


dressed and weeping in Subic. So what? She 
could have been, at best, incoherent, confused 
and frightened out of her wits. And would a wom- 
an, dumped on the sidewalk of a naval base with 
а crowd milling about her, be able to find the 
courage and gumption to utter "rape" to a 
stranger? Rape victims have been known to deny 
their abuse to investigators and even to them- 
selves, only to recover their memory after some 
time and counseling. It is, after all, a traumatic 
experience, to which the mind's instinctive re- 
sponse is denial and amnesia. Where do the de- 
Tense lawyers (and some prosecutors and judges) 
get their cues on human behavior, anyway—from 
the movies? 

COMMENTING on reports that Nicole had bro- 
ken down in court and hastily left the court- 
room while a Chinese businessman was re- 
counting how she had been dumped on the 
pavement, Dr. June Pagaduan Lopez, who їз 
providing counseling services for Nicole and 
her family, speculates that she must have been 
severely distressed by the witness’ account 
which she was hearing for the first time. 

‘As is common with many victims of post- 
traumatic stress disorder, Nicole had dis- 
tanced herself emotionally from the memory 
of her trauma, says Dr. Lopez. But, “now, with 
the hearings...she is faced with having to deal 
with another set of symptoms—no longer de- 
pression and confusion but more of flash- 
backs, nightmares and rage." 

But, says Dr. Lopez, these are to be expect- 
ed, and are “more manageable and transient.” 
The brain is an extremely complex organ and 
also very protective of the owner, It can blur 
memory and soften the impact of trauma. But. 
it never fully abandons experience. Memory is 
bound to return, whether in bits and pieces, or 
ina flood. 

However the trial turns out, Nicole’s ordeal 
is far from over and may in fact haunt her for 
the rest of her life. But how she copes depends 
a lot on how everyone around her, even the 
public, perceives her and her actions that fate- 
ful night. 


tida (1985), and Ang Probinsyano (1996). The 
mythical hero, on the other hand, was highlight- 
ed in Ang Alamat (1972), Ang Pagbabalik ng 
Lawin (1975), his Panday series (1980, 1981, 
1982, 1984) ‘and the action adventure films 
adapted from komiks materials, such as Ang 
Kampana sa Santa Quiteria (1971), Santo 
Domingo (1972), Alupihan Dagat (1975) among. 
many others, 

"Yet in 2002, in the second to the last film that 
he produced, directed, starred in—Ang Alamat 
ng Lawin—he revisioned his favorite film genre 
as well as the image and the significance of the 
mythical leader and talked in cinematic 
metaphors of an ideology that empowers the 
‘masa, specifically the Filipino youth. In this revi 
sionist FPJ, the actor-director even questioned 
the dependence of the people on the individual, 
mythical hero for redeinption, strongly suggest- 
ing that a people's liberation from oppression of 
all sorts lies largely in their own hands. 

"In the early 1960s he led a group of actors 
who became the producers of their own films, 
choosing their own kind of pictures, unfettered 
by the demands of the studio system, He was a 
trailblazer and a leader of an earlier movement 
for independent film production. The honor be- 
stowed on him by his peers, no less than the mem- 
bers of the progressive Directors Guild of the 
Philippines, is а testimonial to his craft as film di 
rector and auteur. 

“FPJ made outstanding contributions to the 
development of Philippine cinema, and had a 
profound influence on the Filipino masa, his pri- 
mary audience who finds his art accessible, rele- 
vant to their life concerns, inspiring and empows 
ering, He was a pioneer in the film industry, con- 
stantly struggling for professionalism and unity 
as well as recognition and respectability from the 
other sectors of the art community.” 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
neo.edi 


MA: 
More on TIMSS 


LAST WEEK, 1 WROTE ABOUT THE 2003 TRENDS IN IN- 
ternational Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) con- 
ducted in several countries including the Philippines. I had 
gone into the Internet to retrieve the international report 
(http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2005/2005005.pdf) and shared 
some of the dismal findings from the Philippines, while won- 
dering why our government wasn't using the statistics to find 
ways to address the problems. 

А few days later I 
got a letter from a 
colleague at the Uni- 
versity of the Philip- 
pines, Prof. Vivien 
Talisayon, who it 
turns out was the na- 
tional research coor- 
dinator for TIMSS in 
the Philippines. She 
sent me additional information about TIMSS which should 
bring us some hope. 

But before going into her letter, I did want to underscore 
the urgency of our educational crisis by sharing a bit more in- 
formation about our scores compared to the other countries. 
For the 4th graders, we ranked 23rd among 25 countries in. 
both math and science. With the tests for 8th graders [sec- 
ond year high school in the Philippines), the Philippines 
ranked 40th for math and 41st in science among 45 coun- 
tries. 

Among the Asian countries that participated—Chjnese 
Taipei (Taiwan), Hong Kong SAR, Indonesia, Japan, Repub- 
lic of Korea, Malaysia and Singapore—we had the lowest. 
scores for 4th and 8th grade science and math. 

Just to show how grave the situation is, let me give thie re- 
sults of one ofthe test questions used for 4th graders: If there 
are 600 balls in a box, and 1/3 of them is red, how many red 
balls are there? Only 14 percent of Filipino fourth-graders 
got the correct answer for that item. 

T think that should set the proper context for TIMSS! and 
why need to act quickly. 2 

Mining the reports 

Let's move now to Professor Talisayon's letter. First, she 
describes how TIMSS is truly a multinational effort, con- 
ducted "under the auspices of the International Assócia- 
tion for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA) 
based in Amsterdam and managed by Boston College in 
USA. Sampling was handled by Statistics Canada; data 
processing was done in Hamburg, Germany; IEA super- 
vised translation of tests and questionnaires; and Educa- 
tional Testing Service in New Jersey, USA, took care of da- 
ta analysis.” 

Iwas glad to hear the Philippine government did invest in 
TIMSS. The local study, Professor Talisayon says, “was fi- 
папсей by the Department of Education and Department of 
Science and Technology, and managed by the University of 
the Philippines College of Education, in collaboration with 
UP National Institute for Science and Mathematics Educa- 
tion Development and Integrated School.” 

Professor Talisayon says the results “have been presented 
and explained to stakeholders in several forums" and a four- 
volume report is now in the press, for distribution to the De- 
partment of Education's regional and division offices and to 
the schools that participated. She agrees that the reports can. 
still be “mined for secondary analysis.” Gi 

Tm encouraged to hear that the government has this'per- 
spective about stakeholders, but hope they can explore ways 
to make the reports more accessible. I asked the professor if 1 
could request for a copy of the report, but she said the print 
run was limited. However, she suggested uploading the re- 
ports on the Internet. I hope they do that since there's so 
much yet that can be done with TIMSS. 

Teaching teachers 

Professor Talisayon says that once the reports are out, the 
recipients “can examine areas and test items (skills and con- 
cepts) where students scored lowest and implement inter- 
ventions, specifically addressing these weaknesses апі 
monitor the effect on ‘student achievement of the class, 
school and division.” 

She acknowledges that our students tend to score lower 
їп items that test abstract concepts, and that this was 
probably due to a lack of exposure to such kinds of ques- 
tions. т 

UP has been offering courses for our teachers torhelp 
them change their teaching methods, going “beyond 
memorization” and giving students lessons that require 
more analysis. 5 

Tm hopeful, but 1 wonder too how far we can go with 
teaching the teachers. Our current problems began ihany 
years ago, back to the colonial period, when we adopted 
rigid educational methods. There's still room for rote work 
but the times also demand a more problem-oriented ap- 
proach, The question now is whether our educators are vil 
ing to move into such methods. Critical learning will also 
mean a more inquisitive population, something many of our 
leaders would loath. I'll write more about this in а future col- 
umn. 
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Gender 

Besides the matter of teaching methods, I pointed out last 
week that there was a gender angle that needed to be exam- 
ined in TIMSS. 1 observed, from the international TIMSS re- 
pores tables, that in the Philippines, females did better than 
the males in both math and science. Professor Talisayon!s let- 
ter clarified what was statistically significant; j 

“Internationally, there was no significant (could be due to 
chance alone) gender difference in mathematics perfor- 
mance (Grades 4 and 8). In science, there was no significant 
gender difference at Grade 4; however, at Grade 8, the boys 
significantly performed better. In the Philippines, the girls 
significantly scored higher than the boys in mathematics 
(Grades 4 and 8) and in Grade 4 science; there was no signif- 
icant gender difference in Grade 8 science.” 

There we have it. Internationally, there were no statistical 
ly significant differences except in Grade 8, with boys doing 
better. Yet in the Philippines, the girls scored better than the 
boys in 4th and 8th grade math, as well as 4th grade science. 
Professor Talisayon suggests: "Maybe there are gender dif- 
ferences in study habits and class participation in our cul- 
ture. A further study can look into reasons for gender differ- 
ences.” 

"This gender analysis is just one example of what you can 
do with studies like TIMSS, For years now, there have been 
scientists who say that "by nature” males tend to do better 
than females in math and science, The TIMSS study doesn’t 
support that hypothesis: some countries have males doing 
better than females while others, like the Philippines, have 
females doing better than males. Moreover, taken as one in- 
ternational study, the TIMSS results did not show statistical- 
ly significant differences, 

‘The better performance of Filipino female students does 
give us another area to look at, But let me save the issue of 
gender, as well as the matter of teaching methods in our 
schools, for future columns, 

1 thank Professor Talisayon for providing additional food 
for thought around TIMSS. 


Government has power 
to control nurses’ exodus 


‘THE DEMAND FOR NURSES IN THE US 
and other developed countries doesn't 
have to result in the collapse of our health 
care system. Public welfare demands that 
the private rights of the nurses who want 
to work in developed countries be regulat- 
ed. The catchphrase here is “police power.” 
If national welfare requires that private 
rights be regulated for three, five or ten 
years, then so be it. And with more reason 
should the State regulate the private rights 


cof nurses who finished their studies in pub- 
lic colleges and universities. 
tis not a question of whether or not 
the private rights of nurses should be reg- 
ulated in favor of public interest, but to 
what extent those rights should be limit- 
ed. In case of conflict between public wel- 
fare and private rights, the government 
should always uphold the former. 
—RENETORRES, 
rentorres@yahoo.com 
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Getting so much and giving so little in return 


IWOULD LIKE TO SHARE OUR FAMILY'S 
experience with the Government Service 
Insurance System. 

My grandfather is a GSIS pensioner. 
He is 89 years old and very weak. 

‘A few months ago, GSIS advised us 
that it was implementing a new policy re- 
quiring the personal appearance of pen- 
sion claimants. Before this policy be- 
came effective, my grandfather would 
receive his pensions in the form of checks 
sent to him through registered mail 

Early this year, the monthly checks 
stopped coming. We reported this to the 
651$ regional office in San Fernando 
City, La Union. Only then were we told 
that my grandfather needed to apply for 

GSIS e-card so that he would regular- 
ly receive his pension. 

We explained to them that my grand- 
father is 89 years old and is already inca- 
pacitated, almost bedridden even. We 
were then asked to submit documents to 
prove the same. We complied with the 
requirements, among them a medical 
certificate from my lolo's physician, а 


certification from our barangay captain 
as to his physical condition, photocopies 
of his IDs, etc., including his authoriza- 
tion for me to transact with the GSIS оп 
his behalf. 

Much to our dismay, the GSIS contin- 
wed to withhold my grandfather's 
checks. We were later told that all pen- 
sioners residing in Bauang, La Union 
must claim their pension personally at 
the Bauang Municipal Hall on the first. 
working day of every month. I then 
went back to the GSIS regional office to 
tell the concerned employees there of 
my grandfather's condition. 1 also re- 
minded them that I have submitted all 
the documents the GSIS asked from us. 
They told me that the GSIS cannot bend 
the rules requiring the personal appear- 
ance of pension claimants and that it 
cannot honor any authorization letter of 
any kind. 

If the GSIS cannot bend the rules, 
can'tit make pensioner-friendly rules? 

We are like most families of GSIS 
pensioners—an average Filipino family 
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Just to com- D. 

ply with the Lignes 
GSIS e-card require- 

ments last month, we hired a van to 
transport my grandfather from our 
home to the GSIS regional office, And 
because the regional office did not 
have an elevator, my husband had to 
carry my grandfather up to the third 
floor of the building! There were sim- 
ply no provisions to help incapacitated 
or very weak GSIS pensioners move 
around the office. Not even a 
wheelchair. 

1 can't understand how GSIS people 
сап be so hard-hearted and inconsider- 
ate—despite the high pay they're get- 
ting. They are getting so much from GSIS 
members but they do not give good ser- 
vice in return. 

—МАРАҮЕ MANGASER YMSON, 
mafaye ymsonGyahoo.com, 
La Union 


Ecology warriors 


AS I WAS READING THE ARTICLE "COURSE 
for "'eco-warriors' to be offered in schools," 
(PDI, 5/23/06) my heart was filled with hope 
and excitement. I totally support the proposal 
to have this course as an option in the National 
Service Training Program (NSTP). 

I remember my first semester at the Uni- 
versity of Sto. Tomas. 1 was standing under 
the scorching heat of the sun and there was a. 
kind of chaos all around. And I was waiting 
for an ROTC officer to tell us cadets what to 
do, That was the time when UST was in the 
news limelight because of the murder of one 
of its ROTC officers who exposed anomalies 
in the ROTC program. I was not really famil- 
аг with the case. I was a freshman then. I 
ended up the semester feeling that the days 
spent for my ROTC training were just a waste 
of time for 1 did not really learn anything 
useful. 

Ifthe "eco-warrior" course were available at 
that time, I would have taken it. I believe this 
kind of program will give the students a deeper 
appreciation of the unique natural resources in 
our country and the world at large, as well as a 
greater sense of responsibility to take care of 
the environment. Students will become busi- 
nessmen, engineers and leaders of our country, 
Ifthey developa deep love for nature, they will 
not do anything that will destroy it. in fact, 
they will seek to preserve it, especially after 
they have had a hand in nurturing it during 
their days in college. 

Let us be “eco-warriors,” then we can say 
that we are fighting fora real, good cause. 

—JAYSON PAGADUAN, 
Jaysonpag@yahoo.com, 
BYUH£ 1585 Kulanui St, 

Laie, H196762 


What the Everest 
conquest tells us 


IN REFERENCE TO THE EDITORIAL 
“Soaring high" and Conrado de Quiros’ col- 
umn "Because it’s there” (PDI, 5/22/06), 
1—аз any Filipino should be—am also 
proud of our three kababayans, Leo Ora- 
cion, Erwin Emata and Romi Garduce, for 
conquering Everest. I salute them for their 
daring achievement. For Orientals to con- 
quer an alpine mountain so high that it 
makes the sun-kissed mountains of the 
Philippines look like “hills” in comparison, 
theirs was truly a feat. And I agree: “be- 
cause it’s there” is why people do it. For in- 
deed, itis a natural, human need to prove to 
oneself what he or she can do. 

But on a less personal level, the feat con- 
firmed what Filipinos, armed with the prop- 
er mental and physical resolve, are capable 
of doing. And, surely for now, we have 
many "Everests" to climb. Consider the fol- 
lowing: 

+ Adequately feeding, sheltering, educating 
86 million Filipinos, who are multiplying by 
more than 2.3 percent yearly; and managing 
this growth to more sustainable levels; 

+ Injecting new life into our educational sys- 
tem and improving its quality so that it can 
produce the kind of graduates needed by our 
industries; 

* Providing suitable jobs and decent wages 
to our large number of graduates and unem- 
ployed. 

* Developing and setting up industries that 
can make us more and more self-reliant, so 
that we do not have to be eternally beholden to 
foreign loans and grants, which bind us to op- 
pressive agreements with other countries; 

* Aggressively rehabilitating our oppressed 
environment (polluted ай, waterways and 
seas; denuded forests; exploited marine re- 
sources, etc.); 

* Overhauling institutions that lack credi- 
bility and are perceivably corrupt, such as the 
‘Commission on Elections and the Philippine 
National Police; 

* Changing our present set of so-called na- 
tional and local leaders in the various levels 
of government—most of whom only work 
for self-gain and are incapable of inspiring 
and leading us in the truest sense of the 
word. 

Forgive me if this sounds quite a downer, 
coming as it is amid the uplifting reports of our 
kababayans' conquest of Everest, But then, the 
story also succeeded in making an ordinary cit- 
izen like me think of the mountains of prob- 
lems we must "conquer" as a people. We must 
climb them because they're there. 

—CORA C. DESPABILADERAS, 
epheora34@yahoo.com 
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INQUIRER Northern Luzon .... 


ACROSS THE NATION 


FARO DE CABO ENGANO 
Cagayan’s guiding light 
won't let darkness fall 


THE SOLAR. 


powered lantern 
remainsa r 
guidefor ships 
passing the Babuyan 
oing to. 
and coming from the. 
ports of Santa Апа 
and Aparri, 


Channel, 
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In search of Ilocandia’s ‘black gold’ 


iable 


By Melvin Gascon 
Santa Ana, Cagayan 


EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the second of a series of re- 
ports on lighthouses in Northern Luzon. The In- 
Quen is featuring these century-old structures to 
highlight their importance to the country's north- 
ет sea lanes and call attention to their neglect. 


ERESA JAMORABON WAS 
beaming as she recalled the 
years when living at the Faro de 
Cabo Engafio was everything 
she, her husband and their brood 
of nine could only dream of. 


Her husband, the late Gregorio 
Jamorabon, was among the longest-serving 
lighthouse keepers in the Cape Engaño light 
station on Palaui Island at the northeastern 
tip ofthe archipelago. 

From 1946 to 1968, the Jamorabons called 
the Cape Engaño lighthouse their home. 

“It was wonderful. We were like living in 
paradise; we had everything we needed. We 
were happy because best of all, my husband 
was working while he had with him his fami- 
ly" Jamorabon, 80, said. 

The Cape Engaño is one of the 27 major light- 
houses in the country, which, until now, continues 
to play a crucial role in navigation, especially for 
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By Cristina Arzadon 
Burgos, Ilocos Norte 


gatherers on the coast of Bur- 


ships traversing the Babuyan Channel in Northem 
Luzon and the Pacific Ocean. It is under the super- 
vision of the Department of Transportation and 
Communications, through the Philippine Coast 
Guard's lighthouse division. 

Perched on the northern edge of the island, 
Cape Engaño is still regarded as one of the 
most beautiful lighthouses in the country. 

Built in 1888, mostly by Filipino laborers, 
the structure has withstood the Spanish- 
American War and World War Il, as well as the 
wrath of scores of typhoons. 


Fortress-like 

‘The fortress-like station sits atop a hill 92 
meters above sea level, overlooking the Cape 
Engafio cove on the east, the clear waters of 
the Babuyan Channel and the Dos Hermanas 
(Two Sisters) Islands on the north, and the 
vast Pacific Ocean on the west. 

It is said that Spanish seafarers who first set 
foot on the cape were so enthralled by its natu- 
ral beauty that they named it Engafio. 

From the Santa Ana town proper, the sta- 
tion can be reached by a 30-minute boat ride 
from the Barangay San Vicente port, going 
northward and docking at the white sand 
beach of the Cape Engaño cove. It takes 20 
minutes to hike the top of the hill. 

The station has four major structures: The 
one-story main pavilion that serves as the of- 
fice and the workers’ quarters; two smaller 
identical buildings, which used to be the 
kitchen; and the storage and powerhouse. 

At the center is the 11-т (47-foot) octago- 
nal tower, whose protruding attic (the plat- 
form on which the crown and lantern rest) is 
visible from all angles around the cape. 


Lighthouse families 
‘According to Jamorabon, the complex used 
to shelter seven crew members tasked with 


maintaining the lighthouse. Their families 


promotion is growing in llocandia, the Palalays 
built a roadside hotel in Burgos wi 
cent view of the Cape Bojeador lighthouse. The 
Palalay Hotel, rising from rolling hills, houses а 
public library named "Art to Heart" in memory of 


the veteran writer 


Je LIKE A GAME, GAMET 


gos, Ilocos Norte will outrun 
giant waves before these crash on 
treacherous rocks and corals 

„where black seaweeds thrive. 

But to skilled gatherers, picking gamet (black 
seaweed or nori, which is used as Japanese sushi 
wrapper) is like sticking a foot in your grave. 

бате (stress on the аз syllabie), found on the 
islets of rocks and coral reefs off the shoreline of 
Burgos, is a rare seaweed that grows periodically 


lived with them. 

it used to be like a caste, she said, describing 
how for a long time, it stood in all їз grandeur, 
and how its lights used to glow at night like a 
modern city in the middle of the jungle. 

Living there was the object of envy for many 
people in Santa Ana, according to Jamorabon, 
because, for one, it was the only place in the 
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old residents have a field day collecting lush 
seaweeds with bare hands, normally at the 
break of dawn when winds are moderate, ac- 
cording to Councilor Joegie Jimenez. 

Traders have yet to develop an accurate 
means of measuring the dried gamet. At pre- 
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Editor Jun Bandayrel. 
Rolando B. Fernandez 1 


THE LI-METER. 
ite tower retains 
itsarchitectural 
beauty despite the. 
marks of old age and. 
neglect. 
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area where residents enjoyed electricity. 

“Santa Ana was still then a dense jungle, so 
that when people came here, it was like they 
had gone to the city.” she said. 

Jamorabon described how well the govem- 
ment took care of the lighthouse keepers and the. 
station. The workers families lived harmonious- 
ly in separate rooms, but under one roof. 

Their rations—rice, beans, noodles, cook- 
ing oil and kerosene—arrived every month 
and were shared equally among the workers, 
regardless of rank, she said. 

Imelda Jamorabon-leafo, 47, Jamorabon's 
eighth child, recalled how she and the other work- 
ers children, coming home from school every 
weekend or during Christmas or summer breaks, 
found joy in watching ships as these arrived from. 
the Pacific Ocean and che Babuyan Channel. 

The lighthouse keepers also raised goats to 
augment their food needs. The forest and the 
sea were also abundant sources of food, said 
Leaño, now a grade school teacher at the San- 
ta Ana Central Elementary School. 

But the light station received substantial at- 
tention from the government only until the 
early 1980s, said Jamorabon, adding that as- 
sistance dwindled with the passing of recent 
administrations. 

She has not set foot again on Cape Engaño 
since her husband retired from service in the 
1960s. 


Sorry state 

But Jamorabon feels that pinch in her heart 
whenever she hears people's accounts of what 
has become of the lighthouse. 

"Today the light station sits forlorn on the is- 
land and isin a sorry state of decay and neglect. 
Tt continues to be destroyed by elements, aggra- 


vated by the governments apparent apathy to 
preserve this cultural and historical treasure. 

The windows, doors and roof of the main 
pavilion, as well as that of the kitchens and the 
storage rooms, have been destroyed, leaving on- 
ly the two-foot thick granite walls intact. The 
rusting power generators are now pieces of junk. 

‘The tower has also fallen victim to thieves 
and vandals. The eight bronze lion busts, 
which used to cling onto the tower's eight cor- 
ners underneath the attic, have been stolen. 
Even its bronze marker was also pried off from 
the front wall of the pavilion. 

“The cistes or concrete reservoirs, where light- 
house keepers used to collect rainwater for drink- 
ing and household needs, are no longer in use. 

‘Treasure hunters had dug a tunnel under- 
neath the main building and graffiti dominate 
the buildings! white granite walls. 

But all is not lost for the Cape Engafio light 
station. 

Thanks to dedicated lighthouse keepers 
like 51-year-old Cesario Sumibcay, who, de- 
spite the low pay and lack of adequate atten- 
tion from the government, continues to en- 
sure that the lighthouse remains functional. 

The Coast Guard has replaced the lantern. 
with a solar-based lighting mechanism, which 
required little human intervention. 

Сок Edgar Lara is optimistic that a joint 
restoration project that the provincial government 
was embarking on, in parmership with the Ca- 
gayan Economic Zone Authority arid a numBe¥ of 
mongovemment organizations, would restore the 
luster of Cape Engaño. 

"This is why we are opening up the place t 
ecotourism to raise public awareness about thé: 
need to preserve the lighthouse and possibly a 
tract future investments on the island," he said. < 


GATHERING gamet appears like a game of touch-and-go. Gatherers 
жай for the waves to retreat before they start picking the seaweeds, then 
start running away from the rocks once the waves are approaching, 

Itis not a game, however. "Three lives have been sacrificed since 
the 1970s because gatherers were either untrained or they just didn't 
get lucky." said Burgos Councilor Joegie Jimenez 

Because it often grows in deep crevices of rock formations, the sea- 


А САМЕ OF TOUCH-AND-GO 


Mila Palalay said her late husband Hector dedi- 
cated the library to his younger brother Art as trib- 
‘ute to his work and his thirst for the printed word. 
Many gamet gatherers prefer the naslang 
(locally known as the Gamet Island) in the 
coastal village of Pagali where the seaweed is 
most abundant, From the shoreline, the site 
can be reached by wading through a short dis- 
tance of slippery rocks and rough waves. 
Picking is not regulated. Both young and 


sent, a mat (measured as one dangan or from 
the tip of the thumb to the tip of the forefin- 
ger) fetches from P400 to P600, depending on 
its quality. Buyers do not mind the steep price, 
considering the risk that gatherers go through 
to harvest the iodine-rich seaweeds. 

The Burgos Tourism Council has started help- 
ing gatherers market their gamet locally and 
abroad. It will also introduce a packaging materi- 
alto make it more competitive and attractive. 


Picking seaweeds is not a picnic because they are stuck in deep fis- 
sures. Gatherers use protective gloves to avoid injuries and make the 


The harvest is placed in a singapong (fish net) and washed oft in 
seawater to make the plants shinier. 

The seaweeds are then sun-dried for days before they are sold. 
They are spread on woven bamboo splits (locally known аз akilis) to 


| weed is gathered by using the thumb and forefinger. 
| facilitate drying, and rolled to make them even and compact. 


Cristina Arzadon 


from September to 
February. Its season is 
also period where the 
sea is perilous as rough 
‘waves smash on the 
islets in different stes. 
The splash is said to be 
favorable to the plants 
growth, which is also 
gathered in neighbor- 
ing Cagayan province. 
"The late local jour- 


пай Arturo 


pv 


Palalay, a native of 
pioneered 
the documentation of 
gamet gathering in 


Burgos, 


the late 1990s. 


His 


family's seaside home 
is near one of the ga- 
met gathering sites. 
Palalay used to 
write for a weekly pa- 
per, dabbled on video 
producdon and even- 
tually produced а 
video documentation 
of places of interest in 
his hometown, includ- 
ing the Cape Bojeador 
lighthouse, and gamet 
harvesting as part of 
tourism promotions. 


before 


initiatives 
paid off. He died in 
2002 or three years 


his 


town- 


mates launched the 
Gamer Festival. 
But because tourism 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
Office of the Secretary 


Messages 


Empowering the farmers and fisherfolk in order for 
them to produce enough, accessible and affordable 
food for every Filipino is the Department of Agriculture's 
ultimate goal of existence. For this reason, the 
department continues to provide support services 
necessary to make agriculture and agri-based enterprises more profitable. 

The department through the Bureau of Soils and Water Management 
has conceptualized the Agri-Kalikasan Program or the Organic-based 
Agriculture Development Program to help our farms obtain high yields we 
expect for a given cropping season through organic agriculture. 

TheAgr-Kalikasan Program is a science-based sustainable agricultural 
and rural development program that promotes safe and judicious use and 
proper mixtures of oil-based chemical fertilizers, recycled home and farm 
wastes and organic fertilizers. 

Most farms in our country are heavily dependent on inorganic fertilizers 
to the extent that the farm's produce are being sacrificed. Itis an opportune 
time then that the department is launching the Agr-Kalikasan Program to 
reduce the dependence of the farmers on chemical based fertilizers. 
Educating the farmers to manage wisely the farm wastes and applying 
nutrient management strategies wil help them out of the chain of heavy 
debt burden from traders who finance their production inputs. 

The program is a collaborative effort of the various goverment agencies 
headed by the Department of Agriculture, the private sector who believe 
that farm productivity can still be enhanced and improved through the Agri- 
Kalikasan program and the recipients of the program — the farmers. 

For the success of the program, we urge you to support the Agri- 
Kalikasan Program. 


Domingo F. Pa 


Secretal 


niban 


LEAGUE OF PROVINCES 
OF THE PHILIPPINES 


Prices of inorganic fertilizers keep on increasing 

; but the farmers stil depend on these with the hope of 

achieving higher yield for their farms. But in most 

} cases, they аге dismayed with the result of their 

production. This is basically true to all the farmers 

‘across the country as manifested in the information shared by our colleagues 
in the League of Governors. 

Its good to note that the Department of Agriculture is dynamic enough 
in catering to the needs and improving the plight of the farmers. To avert the 
declining productivity of the land due to dependence on chemical and ой- 
based fertilizers, the department has orchestrated the Agri-Kalikasan 
Program. This is also to encourage the farmers to go back to basic 
sustainable agricultural and rural development program. 

‘With the efficient and strategic implementation of all the three components 
of the AgriKallkasan such as the Tipid Abono and Balanced Fertilization 
Program, Ballk-Pataba sa Bukirin or Rice Composting and Prevention of 
Rice Straw Burning, and the Integrated Organic Based Model Farms 
‘component, the program will go а long way in uplifting the ling standards 
of the farmers. 

We commend the Department of Agriculture for such a laudable effort 
and we assure you the full support of the League of Provinces of the 
Philippines. Rest assured that the program willbe one of our priorities in our 
respective provinces for the benefit of our farmers. 

More power to the Department of Agriculture and to the farmers! 


R 
Hon. Erico B. Amentado 


National President 
League of Provinces of the Philippines 


Agri-Kalikasan 
Ating Isulong Organikong 
Pagsasaka Malaking Tulong 


DEPARTMENT OF AGCULTURE 
Bureau of Soils and Water Management (BSWM) 
Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 
Tel. no.: (02)920-4382/923-0454 
email: bswm@pworld.net.ph 


Agriculture and Fisheries Information Service (AFIS) 
Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City 
"Tel. no. (02)920-4080/928-8741 loc. 2154/2155 
email: afis@da.gov.ph 


DA Launches AGRFKALIKASAN  . 
Organic-Based Agriculture Program ' 


Agri-Kalikasan Program for sustainable agricultural development 


lo minimize the declining productivity of the land due to long dependence on chemical and oil-based fertilizers 
and to reduce the vulnerability of the small farmers to the uncontrolled prices of chemical fertilizers, the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) will be launching the Agri-Kalikasan Program on June 14, 2006 at the Provincial 
Government Complex, Dao, Pagadian City, Zamboanga del Sur. 
Agriculture Secretary Domingo F. Panganiban will lead the launching ceremony of the Agri-Kalikasan program 
and assisted by Japanese Ambassador to the Philippines His Excellency Rytichiro Yamazaki and Bohol Governor and 
National President of the League of Provinces of the Philippines Erico B. Aumentado. 


Highlights of the launching ceremony 
include the turnover of program funds worth P29 
million to the provincial local government units 
(LGUs), farm tractors, and distribution of rubber 
budwood seedlings and polybags to municipal 
LGUs. Ceremonial vegetable harvest, 
vermicomposting and organic fertilizer bagging as 
wellas performance demonstration of machineries 
and equipment will also be showcased during the 
launching ceremony. 

‘The Organic-based Agriculture Development 
Program or Agri-Kalikasan Program is a science- 
based back to basic sustainable agricultural and 
rural development program that advocates the 
implementation of organic-based farming guided 
by scientific principles. It promotes safe and 
judicious use and proper mixtures of oil-based 
chemical fertilizers, recycled composted home and 
farm wastes, natural sources of soil ameliorants and 
organic fertilizers. 

The program is the primary undertaking of 
the DA and is the strategic cost-reduction, 
environment-friendly food production measure 
that aims to reduce the dependence of vulnerable 
small farmers on chemical-based fertilizers. It is 
implemented by the Bureau of Soils and Water 
Management and is also being carried out through 
the collaborative efforts of government 
agencies and the private sector. These 
include the DA's National Agricultural 
and Fishery Council, Fertilizer and 
Pesticide Authority, Philippine Rice 
Research Institute, Quedan and 
Rural Credit Guarantee 
Corporation, Bureau — of 
Agriculture and Fisheries 
Product Standards, Bureau of 
Agricultural Research, Bureau 
of Postharvest, Research апа 
Extension, Bureau of Plant 
Industry, Agricultural 
Training Institute, DA- 

Regional Field Units, Land 
Bank of the Philippines, 
Organic Fertilizer 
Producers and 
Organizations, and 
organic fertilizer 
advocates. 
The Agri- 
Kalikasan Program 
has three (3) 
components to realize its 
objectives: 1) the Tipid Abono and 
Balanced Fertilization Program; 2)Balik-Pataba sa 
Bukirin (Rice Composting and Prevention of Rice 
Straw Burning); and the 3) Integrated Organic- 
Based Model Farms. 

The Tipid Abono and Balanced Fertilization 

Program promotes the judicious use and 


[экн aine 


combination of organic and inorganic fertilizers to address the 

increasing cost of fertilizers while sustaining the targeted 

optimum yield for rice and corn to ensure national food security. 

The Balik Pataba sa Bukirin component focuses on the 

production of on-farm compost using rice straw with the aid of 

Trichoderma, а fungus that hastens the decomposition of biomass 

or farm wastes, in designated GMA cluster production areas to 

only 21-28 days. Composted rice straws provide varying 

nutrients, which are found to enhance the productivity of 

agricultural crops. Cost-saving and effective, composted rice 

straws are also beneficial to the environment 

compared to using chemical and oil- 

based fertilizers. A unified 

campaign on this 

component is a joint 

effort between the DA 

and the League of 

Provinces of Ње 

Philippines (LPP) where a 

memorandum of agreement 

(MOA) was signed between 

the DA and the governors 

seeking to ban the burning of 

rice straw and encouraging the 

use of rice straw compost for rice 

and other crop production. 

On the other hand, the 

Integrated Organic-Based Model 

Farms component encourages the 

expansion of alternative pure organic 

upland and rainfed farming 

technology, low external input system 

that develops special organic products 

that conform with the Philippine National 

Standards for Organic Agriculture. Model 

farms for tipid abono fertilization and 

massive composting for solid waste 

reduction for rural communities will be built. 

These model farms will serve as learning centers wherein the 

farmers can exchange and share information on organic-based 

farming among farmers, agricultural technicians and local 
academe. 


AGRFKALIKASAN 


Launching Program 


"Venue: Provincial Government Сопу 
Dao, Pagadian City, Zamboanga del Sur 


Welcome Address 
Project Brief 


Message of Commitment 


Inspirational Message 


‘Turnover of Progam Funds to the Provincial LGUs 
(Sec. Domingo F. Panganiban and Ambassador Yamazaki, to Gor, Aumentado 10 National Vice Presidents) 


LUZON - Gov. Joel Reyes (Palawan) - National Vice President, LPP 
VISAYAS - Gov. Rosette Lerias (Southern Leyte) - National Vice President, LPP 
MINDANAO - Gov, Robert Lyndon Barbers (Surigao) - National Vice President, LPP 


LGU Response 


Introduction of Guest Speaker 


Keynote Address 


ORGANIC AGRICULTURE 


Hon. Aurora E. Cerilles 
Governor, Zamboanga del Sur 
Director Rogelio Concepcion 
Bureau of Soils and Water Management (BSWM) 
Hon, Isidro Е. Real, Jr. 
Representative, Ist District, Zambounga del Sur 
Hon, Antonio H. Cerilles 
Representative, 2nd District, Zambounga del Sur 


His Excellency Ryulchiro Yamazaki 
Japanese Ambassador to the Philippines 


Hon. Erico B. Aumentado 
Governor, Boho! 
National President, engue of Govemors 


Dr. Oscar Parawan 
Regional Executive Director, DA-RFU IX 


Hon. Domingo Е. Panganiban 
Secretary, Department of Agriculture 


Turnover of Farm Tractors and KR2-funded slaughterhouses 
Distribution of Rubber Budwood Seedlings and Polybags to Municipal LGUs 
Ceremonial Vegetables Harvest, Vermicomposting and Organic Fertilizer Bagging 
Performace Demonstration of Machineries and Equipment 
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Troops sent to С. Luzon urban areas 


By Tonette Orejas Sept. 11, the deadline he has also 


1 for “clearing” abo: bel- * 
Bengue t fo 1] JA ta ke PDI Central Luzon Desk itu р н um Wuat’s INSIDE 
а at 
CAMP OLIVAS, PAMPANGA—ARMY MAJ. GEN. „шеш; Col. Ricardo Vays, South Korea 


h a і Isto ne. S, fro. st Jovito Palparan Jr. has repositioned his troops in commander of the бәһ Infantry firm fined 


key cities and towns in Pampanga and Bulacan, а -Aie have to save the economic $5,000 a day 


H ] li counterinsurgency move never before done in nerve center of Pampanga from col- for spill /A18 
р ari t (0) A 1 Ly ve Central Luzon in post-martial law years. lepsing. We have to deny the com- 
munists (a base of) establishing un- 
Palparan, commander of the 7th This approach, hesaid,has been derground houses tobeusedinther Fil-Am USNS 
By Delmar Cariño aa Infanty Division, on Tuesday con- coordinated with local ofiialsand liquidation operations. We have to М 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau poe "9 firmed to the Ingumer the shifting of the Philippine National Police. stop the killings,” Visaya said. егсу exec 
T ^ aboutSODofhisforcesintheCiyof This also sought to “stop the According to him, urban cen- — traces his roots 
KIBUNGAN, BENGUET—NOT 22 San Femando, Angeles Ску and killings of friendly forces,” he said, ters are used as staging areas for А 
even local elders could explain Mabalacat town in Pampanga and referring to barangay officials, ро: the operations of the New Peo- /A19 
why hailstones and frost hap- in Malolos City, Bulacan, Obando, licemen and civilians supporting ples Army's liquidation units 
pen in this vegetable-produc- € Hagonoy, Pandi and Sta. Maria theanticommunistcampaign. _ known as “sparrows.” Original RP fla; 
ing town. < ° townsin Bulacansincelastweek Palparan said the number of The latest move by Pa f f Bagui 
Thats why what the best N He said he has also set up 17 his urban-based soldiers was still paran—called the "butcher" for locus oi Baguio 
farmers could do, according to : detachments in Pampanga and small. Drawn from six battalions about 500 cases of апо June 12 rites 
Vice Mayor Patricio Pongsayan, 40 others in Bulacan. all over Central Luzon, they аге ties—did not go without protest А19 
is to accept the weather phe- "The enemy is everywhere so organized in teams of nine. from political activists who called A 
атина Л we have to be everywhere also,” “А nineman team for every it“a form of martial rule." A 
rences, or as part of their daily Palparan said when asked about S,000populationissmall"hesaió. Тһе Bagong Alyansang Mak- 14-yr-old girl 
farming chores though disas. Joseph Rios, senior weather the objective of military opera- Не said he began the concept abayan in Pampanga has ques- injured in NPA, 
trous when they trike most. specalistand chief meteorolog- tionsintheurbancentersofthose when he was commander of the опей the deployment of soldiers 
Recently, the provincial gov- ical officer of the Philippine At- two provinces. 2éth Infantry Battalion in Pam- іп urban areas, saying the condi- — Army clash 
еттеп declared this town  mospheric, Geophysical and As- “We have to clear the areas of panga and Bataan in 1985. tions in the province did not war- /А18 
amd Atok іп a state of calamity tronomical Services Adminis- communists,” he said. Palparan is due to retire оп rant their presence. 
following three hailstones last tration (Pagasa) in Baguio City. 
summer that damaged crops Frost, meanwhile, is ice that 
worth close to P50 million. accumulates on vegetable farms 
The storms happened on and freezes and destroys plants. 


April 13, May 7 and May 9 as J. 

hailstones, as big as marbles, Thickice 

rained on and destroyed plan- Jerry Tanas, Madaymen 
tations of potatoes, cabbages, barangay chair, said the frost, 


carrots and other highland whenat its hardest, could liter- = s 
vegetables. ally gather on the ground to a eB. e “ы ga ERES 

j thickness of three feet and [t eas LG ba се 
‘Switzerland would take nine days to melt. 


Particularly damaged here “But we have lived with frost 
were farms in Barangay Ma- and hailstones. We cannot es- 


daymen, known as е саре from them and all we IMPORTANT SERVICE NOTICE 
provinces “Switzerland” be- could do is pray that they 
cause of its predominantly cool would not cause so much dam- 
weather the whole year round. age,” he said. ic Philippi i i 

Madaymen is the town's Tanas said he lost more than Panasonic Philippines notifies the public that we are not allowed to repair 
pa гын barangay with Lea = ls hailstorms Panasonic 900 MHz, 2.4 GHz & 5.8 GHz cordless phones as per regulation by 
‚000 resident that happened last summer. D E uS 

"Since no опе сап predict Тһе figure included losses in the National Telecommunications Commission (NTC). Such cordless-phones 
when they would come, farmers terms of planting materials, fer- + m н 
in Madaymen just work and  tlizer and insecticides, he said. are illegal in the Philippines and they may interfere with cellular phones, etc. 
work to be able to send their chil- — Dicine Pongsayan, ће vice In this regard, we advise the consumers not to buy 900 MHz, 2.4 GHz & 5.8 
dren toschool,” Pongsayan said. mayor's brother, said his farm x À 

Asked if the elders havean lost P40,000 because of the GHz cordless phones. All Panasonic cordless phones distributed by Panasonic 
explanation, he said, "None. hailstones. LE е i 
There is no interpretation at. “ат worried that}, just like Philippines comply with the regulation and are type-approved by NTC. 
tached to them.” many other farmers, would in- 

Hailstones, called dalalo, cur more debts because of 
usually occur during summer what happened,” he said. i П i 
Le Caan к авын pieta Panasonic Wireless Technology...Smart people choose Panasonic 
macular happens during the the farmers are happier if rains : 
cold months of November to or typhoons occur. 
February. "At least, the radio, through 

Hailstones are ice-like rain- the Pagasa, could alert as of the 
drops in the form of small balls rains’ coming and we could 
formed from nimbus clouds easily adjust our cropping 
dueto intense surface heat, said strategies," he said. is KX-TCD810 

Digitally ——M 
2 ==. Enhanced 
ROUNDUP | Cordless у KX-TCD500 


i i Telephone "anonym 
Mayor Vi condemns bombing rid 
UIPA Ciy Mayor Via Samos-Recto denounced the : KX-TCD200 
(grenade atack and ordered polos to keep a ight watch Avarevio m 
‘on ай public and populated areas in the city. Santos- мелш 
Recto, а move leorrtumed-poiican, lamented tht the 
biast might adversely aec business inthe city since 
most of those hurt were mal entrepreneurs vole in 
Chicken tracing. "1 just hope tis wou be the last be- 
‘cause thi snot good for our community and the coun- 
чу. Innocent people were hurt she зай na text mes- 
sage to tne ное. She sald ine cy wil not cancel the 
SANTOS activities in the celebration of its foundation day on June 
9-20. She said that despite several requests, the Philippine National Police has not i С KX-TC2100 
acted on ther demand for additonal pace persone. "We cfrte lack policeman 
in Lipa,” she said. ‘Marlon Ramos, РО! Southern Luzon Bureau Aveo in 


Siver & black 
NPA attacks detachment 


LUCENA CITY—New People's Army rebels attacked the detachment of the 
Armys Alpha Company, 76th Infantry Battalion in Bagong Silang. Tagkawayan, 
Quezon on Monday evening, Souther Luzon Command spokesperson Major 
Jose Broso said. The government forces suffered no casualties from the sneak Ш Cater memor EECA EET ETT] EI 
attack that lasted just a few minutes, he said. Since Wednesday, two Army Finger Nady Témeodes | 15meoses | 10 molodes | 14 meigos 
sergeants had been killed and two others wounded in а clash with NPA rebels in ЮГРоурлоле eg Tones 5 Trane Sones 
Lopez town. ейп T. Mallari Jr. PDI Southern Luzon Bureau ШГ Fcordanie Customized Ringer 


Amok shot dead = 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY Tre son of a vilage оса here who wentamuck was [Í targo ico win mura 
shot dead when he tried о ласка ройсв officer sent to pacify him. Cty police 

chief Senior Supt. Alfredo Toroctocon said Obet Belgica suddenly went berserk 
‘on Thursday evening and chased his father, San Jose village chief Allred Belgica, 
‘wth a machete. Ober ату members sought e polices гер. POS Virgo 
‘Damo was sent to pacify the younger Belgica but instead of listening, he tried to 
attack he police officer, according to Toroctocon. Damo, he sad, was forcedto Ш arse 
fire on the amuck “twas justin self-defense. But our office is conducting anin- IT =n 

чезйрайоп!о get at Me bottom ofthe сазе» Toroctocan sad Не зай Damo was Ш = N=rease 
rested to quarters Aquis Z. Zane, PDI Mindanao Bureau eere 
MILF leader held Lohi 
KORONADAL CITY Government еситу forces arrested on Thursday a oie E 
commander of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) in Tupi, South Cota- en С 
commandar of the Moro same eration Front MIL) T Su Со. ima ana capa oa К какталуу 
cause of the peace negotiations. But Col. Carlos Quita, commander of the “Nolo: CaterID & SMS (Text Massagng) Subecnpton required, Features and design аго subacti to changa wihout pror посо, 

Ату 27th infantry Вапайоп, вак Jok Maulana was being sought for a rob- 

bory case. Quta said soldiers at a checkpoint п Barangay Tablon in Торі For dealer referrals, please call: 

flagged down a vehicle with unidentified men aboard and tound they were Panasonic Philippines (Sales Division of PMPC) 

carrying firearms. He said they later discovered the man to be Maulana. 

Se ere dort reel poles We aiso Ned йери possession | Tel. Nos. 899-4595 to 98 - Fax No. 897-4558 + Email address: ртро. х systemsales@ph.panasonic.com 
ofrearms against him," Оша sid. Јао/геу Mattam, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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By Bobby Labalan 
and Niño Jesus Orbeta 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


SORSOGON CITY—AT LEAST 
45,000 residents from six towns 
will have to be evacuated if Bulu- 
san Volcano erupts, the Provincial 
Disaster Coordinating Council 
said after meeting with members 
of the disaster councils of the 
towns. 

Lawyer Cesar Balmaceda, 
provincial administrator of Sor- 
sogon, said officials have already 
mapped out a plan, dubbed 
"Oplan Bulusan," to move people 
out of harm's way in the event of 
an eruption 

Juban is the most populous of 
the towns with 11,775 residents; 
Barcelona has 9,845 residents; 
Casiguran, 7,668; Bulusan, 
7,536; Irosin, 5,074; and Gubat, 
3,356. 

Balmaceda said the disaster 
councils made an inventory of ve- 
hicles, evacuation centers and 
hospitals to be used during an 
eruption. 

The PDCC is also set to dis- 
tribute chlorine and oral rehydra- 
tion solution (oresol) to residents 
that are feeling the effects of ash 
falls and are suffering from diar- 
thea. 

А medical mission will be con- 
ducted in Barangay Escuala in 
Casiguran, he said 


Evacuation centers 
The PDCC would also check 
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45,000 to be evacuated if Bulusan erupts 


ACHILD ina village in Irosin, Sorsogon uses а face mask to protect him from ash and sulfur that were 
thrown into the air by Bulusan Volcano. Volcanologists are keeping watch on Bulusan but said there was 
по imminent danger of eruption yet. 


the availability of schools that 
‘would be used as evacuation cen- 
ters. 

“We want to ensure that these 
evacuation centers will be able to 


South Korean firm 
fined $5,000 a day 
for Subic oil spill 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—THE 
South Korean shipbuilding fim 
Hanjin Heavy Industries and Con- 
struction Co. has been slapped a no- 
tice of violation for ast Saturdays ой 
spill on Subic Bay and fined $5,000 
(265,150) daily until a complete 
clean up has been undertaken. 

"The Subic Bay Metropolitan Au- 
thoritys ecology center issued the 
notice on Tuesday It was addressed 
to Hak Kon Kim, project 
director for HHICS 230. € 
hectare shipyard on Re- HHIC 
dondo Peninsula. 

At least 400 liters of 
fuel ой spied on the 
bays water as the com. SBMA 
panys barge, the LCT 
(and ааб anspor) rules 
Coming se while 
benhed а 
Agusuhin in Barangay 
Самар in Subic town, 
SBMA ecology chie 
Amethya dela Llana said 
ina phone interview. 

De la Шапа said the area, which 
the НЕС was using as а mooring 
site belonged to the jurisdiction of 
the SBMA. 

НЫС, she said, violated the SBMA 
rules on prevention, containment, 
abatement and conto of marine pol- 
lution, The rules prescribe $5,000 as 
penalty for the first обете 


Requirements 

De la Liana also ordered Hak to 
immediately submit an incident re- 
por, conduct cleanup and recovery 
operations and submit an oil spill 
contingency plan. 

‘The LCT, which came from МУ 
Stella Cosmos, was transporting 
steel sheet piles to the construction, 
site of Hanjin in Sitio Agusuhin 
when it went under water. 

Gregorio Royol, head of SBMA 
seaport deparunents port opera- 
tions division, said the oil spill cov- 
ered about 1,500 square meters. 

"The ой spil was already en- 
dosed by a spill boom. The vessel 
crew and Hanjin personnel are re- 
covering the spilled oil using rags 


14-yr-old girl caught in NPA, Army cr 


LUCENA CITY-A TEENAGE GIRL 
was wounded when in the cross- 
fire’during an encounter between 
government forces and the Peo- 
ples Army rebels early Saturday 
їп Barangay San Francisco, 
Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro, 
according to a report that 
reached the military's Southern 
Luzon Command based here in 
Camp Nakar yesterday. 

Maj. Jose Broso, Solcom 
spokesperson, identified the 
victim as a certain Jennelyn 
Torres, 14. She suffered gun- 


“ 


violated 


зк on...marine 
pollution...’ 


and rubber foams, and putting them 
into empty drums," he said. 

He said they have already sent 
safety officers to the site to monitor 
the ой spil. He said clean-up opera- 
onsare being carried ош. 


Detergent 

He said they were also using de- 
tergent to treat thin layers of spilled 
ой while additional spill booms had 

been installed in the 
area, 

‘Assessments were on- 
going on the damages to 
corals and other aquatic 
resources. 

Dela Llana confirmed 
that the Agusuhin area 
remained а fishing 
ground, 

In December last year, 
a massive oil spill hit the 
coast of Semirara Island 
in Antique after a Na- 
tional Power Corp. 
(Napocor) power barge ran aground 
due to bad weather. 

‘A team of scientists from the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines in the 
Visayas (UPV), quoting preliminary 
results of a UP\-commissioned com- 
prehensive study on the impact of 
the oil spill, said the social and envi- 
ronmental impact would range from 
alow of P22 million to billions of pe- 
sos. 

‘The research team conducted 
studies on the island on Feb. 6-10 
and March 9-13 to determine the 
impact of the ой spill on mangroves, 
sea grass and shells. It also assessed 
the socioeconomic impact of the 
Dec. 18 ol pil. 

Тһе Napocor, in earlier reports, 
said it would shoulder the cost of the 
deanup and damage and provide 
compensation and alternative liveli- 
hood to the affected residents. 

An esimated 364120 liters of 
bunker fuel spilled near Sitio Bobog, 
Barangay Semirara, the biggest of the 
island's three villages. The spillis con- 
sidered the biggest in the counnys 
hisory Tonette Orejas and Allan 


shot wounds in the right breast 
and right hand. 

Reports said the the Army's 
80th Infantry Battalion was pur- 
suing a group of guerrillas in Sitio 
Calbot in the village following а 
tip from an informer. 

A group of soldiers, led by 
one Lt. Itao, was immediately 
sent to the area and engaged 
the communist guerrillas, led 
by a certain Carol Saligumba 
alias "Ka Maya,” in a gunfight. 

"Ш, ао ordered his troop to 
stop firing when he heard the vic- 


4 


accommodate the big number of 
people projected to be affected in 
сазе of a full blown eruption," he 
said. 

The Philippine Institute of Vol- 


COMMERCIAL VALUE 
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canology and Seismology 
(Phivolcs) said the volcano had 
remained calm during a 24-hour 
observation period but alert level 
2 remains hoisted, meaning ash 


explosions are still being antici- 
pated. 

Phivoles voleanologist Dr. 
Ernesto Corpuz earlier reported 
that an eruption with magma was 
not yet imminent after conduct- 
ing an aerial survey of the vol- 
cano. 

Gov. Raul Lee, however, told 
disaster council members not to 
be complacent and to remain 
alert and vigilant. 

“Better safe than sorry,” the 
governor told the council mem- 
bers. 

Lee, who chairs the РОСС, al- 
ready sent heavy equipment to 
1гозїп town to dig up rivers that 
could serve as diversionary 
routes for lahar flows should this 
occur. 


Earthquake monitors 

In Irosin, Phivolcs installed its 
fifth earthquake detector device 
to monitor further the activities 
of Mt. Bulusan. 

Corpuz said the earthquake de- 
tector was installed in the upper 
portion of Barangay Monbon 
here yesterday. 

He said the other four are lo- 
cated in Barangays Salvacion, 
San Roque and Urmahan in Irosin 
town and Barangay Inlagadian in 
Casiguran town. 

He said the instruments 
were installed to detect earth- 
quakes, 

He also asked residents to look 
after the instrument. 

Phivoles previously reported 


Bie E 


A young man, wearing a copy of an NBA team's uniform, walks the streets of Davao City on the eve of 
Independence Day, hoping to cash In on whatever Interest in replicas of Philippine flags that the 
‘Macatuno, PDI Central Luzon Desk celebration of Independence Day brings. 


‘tim inside the nearby hut calling 
his father's attention because she 
‘was hit," Broso said. 

Broso pointed to the NPA 
rebels as the ones who shot the 
giri. 

“The hut was in the direction 
of the enemy fire. The NPA con- 
tinued firing while retreating 
and the soldiers could no 
longer shoot back," he said. 

He said soldiers immediate- 
ly brought the girl to the near- 
est hospital for medical treat- 
ment. 


+ 


Broso claimed the NPA rebels 
suffered casualties. The bodies, 
he said, were brought by the 
guerrillas with them as they fled. 
n another attack, a group of 
suspected NPA rebels fired at the 
house of an Air Force captain in 
Barangay Calumala, Sta, Teresi- 
ta, Batangas also on Saturday. 
Broso identified the official 
as Capt. Rommel Genete from 
the PAP's 740th combat unit. 
Broso said Genete was hav- 
ing a late dinner with nieces 
and nephews when the gun- 
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ossfire 


men fired at the direction of 
the house. 

No one was hurt in the at- 
tack. 

The guerrillas stepped up at- 
tacks on government targets 
following the failure of peace 
talks with the government. 

The NPA is protesting its in- 
clusion in the list of terrorist 
organizations prepared by the 
United States and the Euro- 
pean Union. Delfin T. Mallari 
Jr. PDI Southern Luzon Bu- 
reau 
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the theft of monitoring equip: 
ment around Pinatubo. i 

Salvador Isidro Destura, Casig: 1 
uran municipal health officer, « 
said а child accidentally drank 4 
water with sulfur but was imme- ^] 
diately treated. A 

Two more children also suf? 
fered asthma attacks and were 
provided relief 

Casiguran Mayor Edwin 
Hamor, chair of the Municipal 
Disaster Coordinating Council, 
said Sorsogon Ist District Rep. 
Francis Escudero already sent fa- 
cial masks and relief goods. Sen. 
Manuel Villar also sent additional 
facial masks which are expected 
toarrive today. 


Another volcano 

In Bacolod City, trekkers are 
banned from entering the 4 km 
radius around Mt. Kanlaon. T 

Philvocs hoisted alert level 1:3 
on Kanlaon after it emitted steam 
and ash. 

Alert Level 1 means all visits 
within 4 km of the summit are, 
suspended until further notice,s. 
Phivolcs said. ы 

“In addition, areas fronting gullies 
leading to the upper slopes should 
be avoided because lahar and rock- 
fall may affect these areas, especially 
during heavy rains on the volcano 
slopes," said the Phivolcs bulletin. 

The Phivolcs described Kan- 
laon as in a "period of low-level 
unrest that could intensify” With 
a report from Carla Р Gomez, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


Police say 
‘Rdx’ used 
in Lubao 
explosion 


CAMP OLIVAS, PAMPANGA— 
The blast that shook the gate of 
the house of suspected “jueteng”. 
lord Rodolfo “Bong” Pineda in 
Lubao, Pampanga, on June 9 
came from "high explosives,” а 
police official said. 

Chief Supt. Ismael Rafanan, 
Central Luzon police director 
said the residues contained cy: 3 
dltrimethylene — triniramine, 
commonly known as"Rdx.” _ _. 

The bomb data center of thé } 
Philippine National Police in 
Camp Crame released the re-, 
sults of the test on Tuesdays, 
Rafanan said investigators 
were looking at groups that $ 
had access to such type of ex: $ 
plosives 

Police last week regarded 
the bomb to be made of "low- 
level" types of explosives. It 
left three plate-sized holes at 
the 20-foot high metal gate. 

Police also ruled out the pos- 
sibility that the bombing was 
linked to a jueteng turf war ber 
tween Pineda and Batangas, 
Gov. Armando Sanchez. 

Sanchez survived an assassi- 
nation attempt on June 1 when 
a bomb planted in his vehicle. 
exploded. 

Refanan said the findings, 
bolstered the suspicion that, 
the Lubao blast could be part of 
destabilization moves against 
the government. 

‘A group claiming to be "Taong. 
Bayan at Kawal” had claimed re- 
sponsibility for the blast. The 
Pineda family had blamed the at- 
tack on the enemies of their pris; 
vate security personnel, a certain 
Mario Suba. 

In Isabela, Director General Ar- 
turo Lomibao, PNP chief, said the 
police were analyzing evidence in 
recent blasts in Metro Manila and 
other areas to establish any pats, 
тет. 

“There is a pattern ... there are 
similar circumstances and similar 
style of [bombings]. It seems that 
there is an effort to destabilize 
the government and embarrass 
the PNP Let us look at this seri- 
ously" Lomibao told reporters in 
Шарап town on Tuesday, 

He said he doubted claims of 
the "Taong Bayan at Kawal” that 
the group was behind the attacks, 

"We are not looking at any par- 
ticular group although a new 
group is claiming these bomb- 
ings. This is a shadow group, an 
organization without structure, 
Their claim is suspicious,” he 
said. Tonette Orejas, PDI Central 
Luzon Desk and Villamor 
Visaya Jr, PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau 
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ARMY equipment h Ropuble af tha Philippines 
B) ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
mda tes ee = Pilar St, Zamboanga Cily 

relics of the second 

world war that were INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


displayed by war 
ccd Га, 29 Tho Zamboanga City Water District, through ls Bids and Awards Commitee ll 
veterans duringthe Ё (BAC 1), invies Jantonel Agency to apply for eighty and to bid forthe hereunder 
celebration of Project 
Independence Day i 
M E TE Name of Project: JÉioriol Services lobe Assigned at the Sewer Section and 
rept ay e Watershed Area 
celebration wasalso Location: ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
Brief Description: Janitorial Services 
Approved Budget for the Contract: LOT 1:P 699,000.00 (PR NO. 8872); LOT 
2:P 1,555200 00 (PR NO. 6851) 
DeliveryPeriod: Lott: Contract Duration 1 year & Lot 2: Contract Duration of 
Eleven (11) Months 


Prospective Bidders shouid have experience n undartaking a simlar project within 
the last two (2) years with an amount of at least 60% of tho proposed project for 
‘ng, and have key personnel and equipment (owned. leased or under purchase) 
‘avaiable for the prosecution of the project. The ist of minimum equipment 
requrement is indicated in the El] Forms. The Eligibility Check/Serooning 
as wall as the Proliminary Examinations of Bids shall use non discretionary pass! 
ta teria, Post Qualification of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 


All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Secutly 
Performance Security. Pre-Bidding Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Post- 
‘Qualification and Award of Contract be governed by the pertinent provisions of 
RA. 9184 and ts Implomanting Rules & Roguations (IRR). 


Baguio organized June 12 rites | —— —— 


around original Philippine flag | == 7 


BAGUIO CITY MAYOR BRAULIO ing Freedom Day concert led by The reenactment of the 1899 held as Aguinaldo was captured асаре угуша) prospective bidders upon payment of a 
MAU СТУ е gears marching bands, The bands tied celebration proceeded, though. on March 23, 1901 in Palanan, I- | [stv Troward Pesos 501000 ri 2o ts: анон Gly War 
dependence Day celebration to upstage one another ina good- From the huge windows of the Eu- abela. District Cashier. x 
Ground the remnants of the origi- natured “battle ofthe bands.”  — ropeanstyle mansion, theater Officials of the event organizer, ч = = 
nal Philippine flag, which isinthe But toward the middle of the artists reprised the roles ofthe ma- е Kuliat Foundation Inc., admit- Medea ab cher bees epee escarole 
safekeeping of the Baguio-based day militant students marched jor players inthe revolution against ted being frustrated by the ab- | mewa. 
heirs of the late Gen. Emilio half naked through downtown the United States. They included sence of national leaders. а 
Aguinaldo. Baguio, wearing only protest slo- Generals Gregorio del Pilar of Bu- Опіу National Museum Execu- BACIICHAIRMAN  — 
instead ofthe routine Indepen- gans painted on their chests to lacanandTinio of Nueva Ecja who tive Director Corazon Alvina and {ем tw ume, 
dence Day parade that highlight- "mourn the death of Philippine led the Army parade toward the National Commission for Culture 
ed previous Freedom Day pro- Independence.” mansion, which served as general and the Arts Commissioner Bam- 
grams in the summer capital, г headquarters of Filipino revolu- bi Harper attended the affair 
Yaranon opted fora toreh-lit cere. Snubbed rites tionary forces led by Gen. Antonio 1л the City of San Fernando, 
mony at the Aguinaldo family Anthony Karl Rivas, local chair Luna, the seat of the first Republic the Pampanga capital, the city 49 c 
museum in Baguio. of the National Union of Students anda presidential palace. government held an elaborate АӨ. Аль 
The museum houses the origi- іп the Philippines said they were The highlight of the play was parade where some 2,000 stu- Palast ise c 
nal flag, which was raised at the protesting an alleged plot by the Aguinaldos 1899 speech іп dents and teachers held short 
balcony of the Aguinaldo house Arroyo administration “to end which he called the first anniver- street skits on historial events INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
in Kawit, Cavite, on June 12, democratic freedoms by killing sary ofthe June 12, 1898 declara- leading to the declaration of In- ‘Supply and Dolivery of Engineering Laboratory 
1898. Leftist activist tion of Independence in Kawit, аз dependence at Kawit up to the EqulpmentiApparatus 
‘Yaranon said he wanted to re- Іп Angeles City, national offi- the “greatest event in our politi- 1986 Edsa People Power revolt. {Reference Мо: PB060322-EL0037] 
store the first flags glory The cials snubbed the Independence cal evolution.” hi; Tuguegarao Cig Mayor f° S Abi Denans Сира пваа Ome epee CC Se 
flag's colors bear far darker pallor Day rites at the Pamintuan man- ў Randolph Ting and local officials ЭУ Pho 10.156.00000 bong to Total Approved Budget fo he Contrat (ABC) to 
than the brighter contemporary sion in the downtown area. Frustration celebrated the 108th Indepen- e mes Bes о ве пру i cine ASE shu cores hy weed 
flag, which is prescribed bylaw. it ‘Their absence and the lack of "Тһе Philippines is for the Fil- dence Day with a simple parade, Sd ope 
Ta eut because ofa face that national recognition for the June ipinos,” Aguinaldo'sspeech went. and floral offerings at the foot of |: Ле лынан Codes resumed иши ay conr y cot 
is sewn on the banners iconic 12, 1899 celebration held at the The actor playing Aguinaldo also the Rizal monument in the city. она нее бе 50008 атара d A саа 
sun. mansion prompted.Martin Tinio, reprised the рал. іп which the. Reports from Vincent Cabreza offe Bisang Documents. ТВ 
But it was Baguio's youth that grandson. of tevolutionary Gen hero waved the first flag that he and Estanislao Caldez, PDI EAR o co oma $e paci mine Implement Rules and Regelung. 
defined the day's festivities. 'майиё Tinio, to say, "IPs a pity. raised at the Kawit rites. Northern Luzon Bureau, and Par (IRR A ol Repub Act 9184 (R А 9184). otvenwse known as the "Government 
At Baguios Malcolm Square, Everybody's busy staying in pow- The 1899 celebration was the Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Lu- LL REED АА АНЫ ИА 
residents enjoyed an early mom- ег” last one the first republic ever zon Desk лор console тирди. and tociens ог organaats es county he 
nee paese grant arr пулы or рте дов o Fano ens parent 
RSS Ac S160 (UA Та and spot io Commarea Act 138 (CA. 138) 
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А complete se of Bidding Documents may ba purchased by йогой Bidders 


Siseng June $. 2090 to July 4, 2006 rom 9:00 am. to 4:09 nama he accross 


ship traces И = | ыз оссе es 


: г MS E re TTUNSCO HO өй hid a Pre Ва Coetoronce opon to reid parvos ол dun 
h is roots A P ыыта aes 
э ond digit reqaromers тиын е deve oth address below on or belore 
хо, ШО нЕ 8 ALREADY utamur qois fan Ein tiny ns mate cma oy a БО мшу an a 
‘an American citizen but for Henry E: я Form of Security Amount 
Villareal, being a Filipino is опе 3 = + Би сәй check cashes chao алад? Tht AOS 
thing to be always proud of. cA II caeco mee 224 OIE 
Villareal is the executive officer Е —— — 
of the USNS Mercy, a US military - < 3 RS не-не е TI 
hospital ship, which recently vis- Decem mart ies ctis ey Ute i ol rtt ed 
ited the province for a medical : ; Saran mas oa iu 520961 00 n Aan Cotes Ron, эле 
mission. ала Edo Qus wi be оры п Те prosence cl o Beaders ариет who 
For the last 38 years, Villareal, ” ee ae UMANE 
а native of Bicol, has been living 1 Тал йе потта ai c ai он Sy une уу lo CIE энип. 
in the United States with his wife ou there болто any tobity 10 тө мосю Baer or Васю. 
and two children. 
But he said even far from his. ya x Tum me Gir Transco Man Big 
country of origin, he reminds oth- ye eee Я сре Е e] oper ents Coenen Aue commer a esl 
er Filipinos that they should al- Eder hiis MEE Ты No: (35) 12195 Fax не. (632) 222. 
ways be proud of their roots. Жена; e & Paper ET abso wwe tonat ph 
And one way of doing that is (Soa) ARMANDO н. OCHOA 
sharing with everyone his passion Я Cotman, бю ea Амоа Сотто 
for Original Pilipino Musie ELI 
(OPM). 
Folk rock group Asin and рор | Villareal said as for Aegis, he Charisse Nicole, 12, - 
rock icon Aegis are his favorite likes their songs because theyde- could not under E 04 Manila Water 


groups. pict love and passion, which Fil- stand. 3 d ACC 
sisal lowe the songs of Asin, ipinos are traditionally associat- — "When at home м<" 
the sultry voice of their lead fe- ей with. and it’s my break, we = Я 
ше ешп especially the mes. "My children love ‘Ang Halik sing together in the 5$ Temporary water interruption 
sage their songs want to convey" — Mo' and ‘Luha’,” he said. karaoke. 105 fun to ч 


Villareal said. Villareal said e always see my children пу. А ; in Quezon City needed to 


Asin’s female vocalist is Lolita found time to translate words ing their best to belt el 
that his children, Jaime, 10 and ош Filipino songs" eee upgrade facilities 
he said. ъала т 
Even оп board 3 : А р : я 
USNS Mercy, һе Manila Water is regularly upgrading its facilities and fine-tuning the network 
pea Les the | to improve the distribution of water in the East Zone. Because of this, a temporary 
ilipino and Filipino- : сЕ е 
Filipino and Filipino | лег interruption will occur from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Thursday, June 15, 
and learn to apprec- | 2006. The following areas will be affected: Bagumbuhay, Tagumpay, San Roque 
ate the songs from id ы z x 
their homeland. (20th Ave.), Masagana, Milagrosa, D. Zobel, Bayanihan, Villa Ma. Clara, St. 
1 play it forthem, | Fønatius and Quirino ЗА. 
so almost everyone g 
rat ki pr Manila Water Company advises all residents of the said areas to store enough 
said. water prior to the scheduled interruptions to avoid inconvenience. 
“It is a way of re- 
ling our fellow 


: pinos that we are For the latest update, please call our — |; PON 
US Amb А i зо Customer Call Center Hotline at 1627. Ё, V^ 
yassador Krist : 


Kenney receivesamementofromJoeMoore, should not forget 
commanding officer of the USNS Mercy and Fil-Am Henry Villareal, — this," he said. Julie S. ye . 5 А 
Commanderand executive officer ofthe ship, duringareception ` Alipala, PDI Min- We don’t just lay pipes, we improve lives. 


aboard the ship. twwwcses danao Bureau ota жю 
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HAVE YOUR OWN CONDO IN МАКАТ!'5 CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT. 


Where the nation’s best hotels, malls, restaurants, and business establishments are 5 minutes away. 


FULLY FITTED. FULLY FURNISHED. FULLY FABULOUS. Every unit at GSM ets 
Move in hassle-free. Live in comfort and style with three interior All these for FREE Il 


design options- Modern, Sleek, and Contemporary. 3 Dasign Ops; 
^ 
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efrigerator and Microwave 


FREE 
FREE 


YOU CAN AFFORD IT. [SES ree 
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în Every Room cs 
FREE 
FREE 
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y Flatscreen TV w/ 
grandsohomokoti — zzz & 
i 5 FREE 


as low as P12,000/month! ree Room Set 
ircondifioning 
Bedroom Setup and Cusel; 

“йон, Fixtures 


You've proven to be an individual who has a clear grasp of all the things you want 
And now that you're slowly achieving your financial objectives, it's the perfect time for that much deserved lifestyle upgrade. 
We are offering you something you never thought you could afford: Your very own condo in the heart of Makati, the nation's 


most coveted piece of real estate. 


Introducing Grand Soho Makati - a 40-storey high-rise developed by Century Properties, the same group that brought you 
the award-winning Essensa East Forbes. For as low as P12,000/month, less than the amount on your monthly credit card bill, 
enjoy condo living at its most fabulous. Century Properties elevates its trademark fully fitted and fully furnished concept to 
the next level, offering three exceptional interior design options: Modern, Sleek, or Contemporary. 


Grand Soho Makati. It's all that you desire and more. 


р” 
Fully Fitted. 
Fully Furnished: 
Fully Fabulous: 


For as \ow AS 


р12,000 | mouth 


Grand Soho Makati isa joint venture 
project of Century Properties and 


€» CENTURY PROPERTIES GROUP 


We see things a century ahead. 
818-9025. 893-7050. 0915-700-2000  www.gsmcondo.com 


VISIT OUR MODEL UNITS! Level5, SM Megamall, Bldg А 
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By Daxim L. Lucas 


MOTORISTS USING THE COASTAL ROAD— 
the main artery between Metro Manila and 
Cavite—will have to pay a higher toll starting 
tomorrow. 

“For class one vehicles, the toll fee will rise 
to P18 from the present P15,” Toll Regulatory 
Board spokesperson Julius Corpuz said in an 
interview. 

Class one vehicles include private cars, 
jeepneys, passenger vans, taxis and for-hire 
Asian utility vehicles commonly known as 
um 

Class two vehicles like passenger buses and 
mid-sized private vehicles will be charged 
P36 from the old rate of P30. 

‘On the other hand, Class 3 vehicles com- 
posed mainly of large cargo trucks will 
have to pay P54 from the previous rate of 
P45. 

Corpuz explained that the toll rate in- 
crease that would take effect tomorrow, 
June 15, should have been implemented on 
Jan. 1 this year. 

“The TRB delayed the implementation 
ош of consideration for the motoring pub- 
lic,” he said, explaining that roll road regu- 
lators took into account the effects of the ex- 
panded value added tax implemented earli- 
er this year as well as the series of fuel price 
hikes 


FLOODS like these will no longer be а common si 


Metropolitan Manila Development Authority. 
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Coastal Road toll 
raised by 20 
starting tomorrow 


Pending petition at TRB 
also seeks SLEx fee hike 


“It was deferred to April 1 but we delayed it 
further until after the school opening, consid- 
ering all other factors,” Corpuz said. 

‘The TRB's approval of the 20 percent toll 
hike was part of the contractual agreement 
between the government and road builders to 
maintain a “reasonable” rate of return for pro- 
ject investors. 

“This is a regularly scheduled toll increase 
for the Coastal Road, pursuant to our agree- 
ment with the Philippine Estates Authority 
and the UEM Mara Phils. Corp.,” Corpuz 
added. The last toll rate increase for the 
Coastal Road was effected on Jan. 1, 2005. 

Ап estimated 80,000 to 100,000 vehicles 
travel daily on the seven-kilometer stretch 
linking Cavite to Metro Manila. There are 
plans to extend the roadway by another eight 
Kilometers to Kawit, Cavite. 

Last April, the TRB also raised the toll rates 
for the Southern Tagalog Arterial Road (Star) 
from the town of Sto. Tomas to Lipa City in 
Batangas province. 

Under the new rates, the toll for class one 
vehicles was hiked P23 from the old rate of 
P16. Class two vehicles, on the other hand, 
now pay P45 from the previous rate of P33 
and class three vehicles, P68 from the old rate 
of P49. 

‘There is also a petition pending at the TRB 
for an increase in toll rates at the Southern 
Luzon Expressway. 
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MMDA expects fewer floods 
with intensified cleanup drive 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


ROADS IN THE METROPOLIS ARE NOW 
less prone to floods, according to Metropoli- 
tan Manila Development Authority (MMDA) 
chair Bayani Fernando. 

Fernando, in a recent phone interview 
with the Inquirer, attributed the improved 
situation to the regular clearing of water- 
ways, drainage systems and the MMDAS in- 
formation campaign on proper garbage dis- 
posal 

He said the agency started conducting 
these operations when it was placed in charge 
of flood control in Metro Manila in 2002. 

“Substantially, we have eliminated so much 
flooding. Of course, what we want is to have 
то more floods in Metro Manila, but it annot 
happen completely because at times, just а 
piece of plastic blocking the drainage could 
cause floods,” Fernando said. 

Citing statistics, the MMDA chair said 
that a comparison of the flood situation in 
the metropolis in 2002 and in the past 
months showed an improvement in the flow 
of rainwater through the drainage systems, 
resulting in less floods. In 2002, four inches 
of rainfall would cause floods in 30 to 40 
kilometers of roads. ‘Today, the same 


amount of rainfall would only flood six to 
eight kilometers of roads, he added. Fernan- 
do said that in 2002, 2.35 inches of rainfall 
would render impassable to vehicles some 
20 kilometers of roads in the metropolis. 
Right now, the same amount of rain would 
just submerge about one kilometer. 

"That's because of our flood control oper- 
ations, including cleanups of waterways 
and maintenance of drainage culverts. And 
that’s also because of our program to spread 
awareness in communities about not throw- 
ing garbage into creeks,” he added. 

Fernando said regular maintenance and 
dredging operations, conducted with the 
help of local governments, have also mini- 
mized flooding in low-lying areas in the 
Metro. Among the critical areas are the An- 
tipolo Creek and Estero de Pandacan in 
Manila, Estero de Tripa de Gallina in Pasay 
City, the San Juan River in Mandaluyong 
City, the Taguig-Pateros River, and the 
Navotas River in Malabon City. 

Last month, the agency launched "Oplan 
Linis Sapa, Iwas Baha,” aimed at intensify- 
ing the MMDA's ongoing flood control op- 
erations, and an awareness drive encour- 
aging residents to practice proper garbage 
disposal. 
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the best rates for your 5-year time deposit. 
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End Your Hair Loss Misery Today 


Call 892-HAIR (4247) 


Аге you scratching your head more and 
more? It can be due to excessive dandruff ог 
а dry itchy scalp. These are possible precursors 
of hair loss. Don't wait for your problem to 
worsen. Get help from the experts. Svenson's 
Tricho-Intensive Treatments will help create an 
ideal environment for your hair's healthier 
growth. Your scalp will be cleansed and treated, 
eliminating dandruff oliness and itchiness. Soon, 
your scalp will be free from irritations and saved 
from impending hair loss. 


Call Svenson today for your free consultation. 
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Tower 


probably.weathered the worst storms. 


Now, it's time to enjoy the sunny days. 
Good thing, you were able to Plan Ahead. 


With BPI Family Savings Bank PLAN AHEAD, you get 


Get started on living on interest. With Plan Ahead, interest earnings are paid monthly, so you get to enjoy ће 
rewards of your investment right away. Plus, your interest carnings are automatically deposited to your ATM account 


for your convenient access. 


Interest Rates 
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Nominal interest Rate 


‘Amount of Principal | _ Monthly Eamings 


1,000,000. 


P6164 38 


'950,000-209,999 7.125% 


15,000,000 1082192 


P 300,000 and above 7.500% 


10,000,000 РЫЯ 


You can also avail of the other Plan Ahead vari 


jant, where interest earnings are paid at the end of the term, 


giving you the benefit of compounded interest after 5 years. 


For more inform 


or visit any ВР! 
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Game shops near schools face closure 


By Tina G. Santos. 


AS CLASSES IN ALL LEVELS BEGAN YES- 
terday, Manila police authorities have al- 
зо started monitoring all gaming estab- 
lishments operating near public and pri- 
vate schools in the city. 

+ Chief Supt. Pedro Bulaong, Manila Po- 
lice District director, said they would not 
only be keeping a close watch on billiard 
halls, network gaming shops, video ar- 
cade centers and Internet cafes located 
hear schools. 


FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
College students at the Univer 


“We would recommend to the Manila 
City government the closure of these es- 
tablishments so as not to disturb or lure 
the students into cutting classes,” Bu- 
laong said in a statement. 

‘Authorities said owners and operators 
of games arcades should stop admitting 
students during school hours, adding 
that the unregulated operation of video 
and computer game shops has raised 
some concern among parents. 

“While recognizing the rights of own- 
ers and operators of video and computer 
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game shops to conduet business, their 
operations should be regulated, especial- 
ly when it affects the welfare of the 
youth,” Bulaong said. 

Some concerned parents had earlier 
appealed to authorities not to allow 
these establishments to operate near 
schools. 

Bulaong also met with officials and 
representatives of the Manila Associa- 
tion of School Security Officers to discuss 
safety measures for students as well as 
schools. 


In addition, the MPD chief ordered the 
activation of the Youth Patrol Service un- 
der the office of the Women’s and Chil- 
dren Desk. He also directed all police of- 
ficers to conduct foot and mobile patrols 
within school zones to round up snatch- 
ers, holdup men, pickpockets and mem- 
bers of other crime syndicates. 

All police stations were also told to 
monitor restaurants and bars situated 
near schools to see if the liquor ban on 
students is being strictly enforced in 
these establishments. 
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Policemen attacked 
AROWDY group ot men on a drinking spree 
‘showered a police van with bullets early 
yeserdayin Quezon Ciy Noe othe 
icemen were hurt but the back windshield 
af the van was shattered, investigators said. 
One of the suspects later stabbed dead 
Кибеп Mariano, 54, a vendor whom they ac- 
used of tipping off the police about the inci- 
Bent, said PO2 Rogelio Basbas Jr. Investiga- 
tion showed that the suspects were drinking 
beer at 12:30 a.m. in front of Mariano's 
house at 26 Presidential St., Batasan Hill, 
when one of them suddenly fired his gun in- 
to the air. Batasan Hills policemen aboard a 
mobile van, with body number OC-45, went 
to the scene but they were met with a volley 
of gunshots, prompting them to call in а 
Special Weapons and Tactics team, Basbas 
said. By the time the SWAT team arrived, the 
Suspects had fled, police said. After a brit 
interview with witnesses, the policemen left 
the area. One of the suspects, identified only 
as "Apyong," then confronted Mariano, who 
had been seen talking to the policemen, 


Basbas said. The suspect then stabbed the. 
victim and fled. Mariano was rushed to the 
East Avenue Medical Center, but he was рго- 
nounced dead on arrival. A certain Jaypee 
Plaza, believed to be one of the suspects, 
was later arrested by the policemen 

DJ Yap 


One dead, 9 hurt in fire 
АМАМ was Killed while nine persons, in- 
cluding a child, were injured after a two-sto- 
ту firecracker factory in Barangay Pagpos 
Binangonan, Rizal burst into flames, trigger- 
ing successive explosions at around 11 a.m. 
yesterday. Rizal police chief Freddie Panen 
Said Rodelio Manamam, a factory worker, 
later died of his injuries while being treated 
in the hospital. Panen said the fire was 
caused by spontaneous combustion. The 
resulting explosion hurled debris outside 
the building, hitting passersby, including a 
child. who were taken to the hospital for 
treatment. Responding firefighters man- 
aged to put out the fre at 1220 p.m 

Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
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Belt in Manila were all smiles despite the rains which fell on most parts of the metropolis. The mood was serious, however at the 
|: University of the Philippines where students protested the low budget given to education. 
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Tutors press 
for ouster 
of principal 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


TEACHERS OF THE TAGUIG NATIONAL 
High School conducted a prayer vigil on 
Monday night to seek divine interven- 
tion in their campaign to oust their 
school principal. 

The vigil, which was also attended by 
parents of some students, began at 6 
pm. and ended at midnight. 

During the activity, the teachers re- 
iterated their appeal to the Depart- 
ment of Education to replace Dr. 
Eleonor Abisado, whom they had ac- 
cused of misappropriating school 
funds and lacking school management 
skills 

The principal, however, had described 
the allegations against her as “baseless” 
and “politically motivated.” 

Bernadette Bautista, president of the 
school faculty, said they feel that their 
appeal to the DepEd has fallen on deaf 
ears. “It has been a week since we re- 
quested the DepEd to replace Dr. Abisa- 
do, but nothing has happened,” Bautista 
said. "We are hoping for a speedy resolu- 
tion of this crisis." 

‘She reported that the situation at the 
high school was "tense" yesterday be- 
cause Abisado came to work accompa- 
nied by 10 “bodyguards.” 

Classes at the school were called 
off by Abisado on June 5 after some 
100 teachers, students and their par- 
ents staged a protest to demand her 
ouster. 

Students returned to their classrooms 
three days later after the DepEd asked 
Abisado to reopen the school. 


‘Peaceful’ eviction at Fort Bonifacio 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


THE EVICTION TEAM SENT TO FORT 
Bonifacio yesterday to move out some 41 
retired and overstaying officers met no 
resistance yesterday since most of the of- 
ficials had already moved out of their 
quarters. 

Аз of press time, only five officers stay- 
ing in the Junior Officers Quarters at the 
Bonifacio Naval Station (BNS) were still 
waiting for the Navy's M35 trucks to 
transport their belongings. 

The rest had vacated their houses long 
before the seven-day evietion notice took 
effect yesterday. Thirteen officers even 
left before the eviction notice could be 
served. 

"Of the three eviction sites, 1 would 
say this is the most peaceful. There was 
no incident whatsoever. They left volun- 
tarily.” said Navy spokesperson Capt. 
Geronimo Malabanan. 

The Navy started last month to evict 
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retired officers and soldiers from quar- 
ters meant for active-duty personnel. 

Оп May 20, a task force composed of 
2,000 men headed by Marine Lt. Col. 
Gioksan Dammang forcibly evicted 56 
retired senior officers from the Senior 
Officers Quarters at the BNS. 

The senior officers, who included for- 
mer heads of the Navy and Marines, 
protested their eviction through threats 
and physical confrontation, 

‘The task force, however, succeeded in 
getting them out of the quarters they had 
been occupying for years, some for over 
adecade. 

Seventeen other retired senior officers. 
were not evicted since they had earlier 
secured a court injunction. 

On June 2, the same task force evicted 
115 retired enlisted personnel from the 
Married Enlisted Quarters also at the 
BNS. The affected soldiers succeeded in 
getting a status quo order from the court 
but the Navy pushed through with the 
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eviction. 

One soldier tried to resist, but the rest 
eventually left. Seven other retired en- 
listed personnel were not evicted since 
they had also obtained a court injunc- 
tion. Under military housing rules, an of- 
ficer or soldier has 30 to 60 days upon re- 
tirement to vacate the quarters provided 
bythe military 

‘Among those evicted yesterday from 
the Junior Officers Quarters were seven 
Philippine Coast Guard officers, five of 
whom are still on active duty. 

Malabanan said the memorandum 
that allows Coast Guard officers to stay 
at the JOQ for five years expired on May 
30, 1998. He added that the next evic- 
tion would be carried out in Camp Clau- 
dio, Parafiaque, one of the Navy's off- 
base housing facilities in Metro Manila. 

Camp Claudio has 165 homes for en- 
listed personnel, but only 126 occupants 
are authorized to stay in the area, Mala- 
banan added, 
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UN atomic agency meets on Iran nuclear crisis 


"VIENNA—THE UNITED STATES ей to resolve these issues,” EIBa- raw material for atom bombs. But Iran seemed resolute. week’s IAEA meeting of its 35-na- on Monday, saying he hoped fora 
stepped up pressure on Iran to  radeisaid. ‘Tehran should “take advantage “гап has achieved nuclear fuel tion board of governors, with the speedy resolution to the crisis. 
curb йз nuclear program Monday Despite being unable to certify of the enormous diplomatic op- technology This is our absolute Iranian issue expected to come But the United States faced an 
as the UN atomic watchdog Iran is not seeking nuclear arms, portunity that lays in front of the right, and we will not negotiate up Wednesday or Thursday. Lith hour hurdle in its efforts to 
warned questions remained over ElBaradei said he remained “con- Islamic Republic,” he said. our absolute right with anyone,” In London, Israeli Prime Minis ramp up pressure on Tehran. 
Tehran's nuclear ambitions. vinced that the way forward lies Six world powers—the United Iranian government spokesper- ter Ehud Olmertbacked effortsto Diplomats said Washington 
UN nuclear chief Mohamed El- through dialogue and mutual ас. States, Britain, France, Germany, sonn Gholam Hossein Elham told end the standoff with Iran. was fighting to prevent non- 
Baradei opened the meeting of commodation among all con- Russia and China—last week of- reporters in Tehran. “This is not an Israeli problem. aligned states on the IAEA board 
the International Atomic Energy cerned parties.” fered Tran а package of incentives Пап says it has a mandate to It's a problem of every ation in from issuing a statement support- 
Agency saying а more than three- Gregory Schulte, the US am- in retum for reining inits program. enrich uranium under ће nucle- the world? the prime minister ing Iran's right to uranium en- 
year TAEA probe had failed tore- bassador to the IAEA, pressed Suspending uranium enrich- ar Non-Proliferation Treaty as it said after talis with his British  richment. 
Solve “verification issues" over Iran to honor international re- ment was the pre-condition for only wants to use it to make fuel counterpart Tony Blair in Lon- Washington feared this would 
Iran's nuclear work. quests to suspend uranium en- talks on the benefits package. for power generation. don, ease up the carefully orchestrated 
“| would continue to urge ап richment, which сап make fuel Тһе powers threatened UN А vigorous debate on Iran but Saudi Foreign Minister Prince pressure on the Iranians, they 
to provide the cooperation need- for nuclear power reactors or the sanctions if Tehran failstocomply. по resolution is expected at this Saud al-Faisal arrived in Tehran said. 


Witnesses recant pro-Saddam 
testimony, admit to bribery 


BAGHDAD—FOUR DEFENSE the confession, referring to Sad- 
witnesses in the trial of Saddam dam's lead defense attorney. 
Hussein on Monday recanted "Then my fortune would be as- 
their testimonies, saying they sured and 1 would get residency 
were coerced into speaking on outside Iraq.” 

behalf of the Iraqi ex-president. For all the recanting witness- 

Two of the witnesses said they ез, the deals were organized by 
were offered money for their tes- Saddam's former bodyguards 
timony and two said their fami- with the final coaching on their 
lies had been threatened, accord- court testimony performed by 
ing to confessions that were read Dulaimi, according to the con- 
‘out in court. fessions. 

“My family is detained in Syria Тһе witnesses testified two 
until I provided my testimony in weeks ago that they had seen фе 
defense of Saddam,” said thecon- chief prosecutor in Dujail in 2004 
fession of the first witness. offering bribes for people to testi- 

“I had to say I received $500 fy against Saddam and that many 
from (chief prosecutor Jaafar) al- of the supposed victims in the 
Mussawi, in orderto divertthe at- сазе were actually still alive. 
tention of the world away from Saddam and seven co-defen- 


the Dujail case.” dants are on trial for crimes 
The confession of the second against humanity involving the 
witness also indicated thathe tes- arrest, torture and execution of 


tified under threats to his family, 148 Shiites from Dujail in the ear- 
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with (Saddam's daughter) legal action against the witness- 


Raghed and (wife) Sajida,” said ез, the judge said. = A WE VE G О АМ SWE RS 
| . 
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N. Korea readies missile test 

WASHINGTON—North Korea в making plans to test an intercontinental balis- 
tic missile that could reach the United States and the launch could come soon, 
US officials said on Monday. One official told Reuters there was some debate 
over whether Pyongyang would follow through on the preparations with an ac- 
tual test but a second official said launch could happen within weeks 
Japanese media have reported there have been signs of North Korea making 
preparations to test a muitiple-stage Taepodong 2 missile since early May. It 
Would be Pyongyang’ first test of a long-range missile since i stunned the 
‘word in August 1998 by fringa Тавробоп over Japan that anded in the Pait- 
ic Ocean. Washington is discussing how it would respond to a test, and the 
United States and Japan have moved “assets” into position to monitor and col- 
lect data on any launch, US officials said. Reuters 


à pu 5 Catch the Intel Internet Café Business Solutions Summit 
Nearly 40 Taliban killed in Afghanistan 
ICH aparece ty pan cate as BB from June 16 to 18 at the SM Megamall, Megatrade Hall C. 


up to 37 Taliban fighters, including а man believed to be related to the move- 

ments leader, the military said Monday. Two Afghan civilians were also kiled " insi i 

and nine others including бно children were wounded in a bomb attack Monday Gather tips and insights from industry experts. 

in southeastern Рака province in an attack that bore the halmarks of Taliban Take advantage of premium offers from the country's top brands. 
insurgents. Fifteen of the militants were killed when Afghan security forces. i i i 

backed by the US-led coalition attacked their hideout in the southern province Have fun in raffles and online gaming tournaments 

of Uruzgan on Sunday, Gen. Rahmatullah Rauf said. The dead included a man while rocking to the hottest acts in the city. 

"most ikely" to be a brother-in-law of Taliban leader Mullah Mohammad Omar, 

Rauf said. "Among the dead whose bodies were left on the battlefield there is А 

опе guy called Amanullah who is most likely to be Mullah Omar's brother-in-law IF YOU'RE AN INTERNET CAFE OWNER, YOU SHOULD NOT MISS THIS! 
and was in charge of the Taliban's finances in the province," he said. AFP 


Motion to be filed to oust Taiwan president 
TAIPEI—A special session of Taiwan's parliament convenes on Tuesday for the 
opposition to present a motion to oust President Chen Shui-bian, turning up the 
heat over a series of scandals involving his family and former aides. The motion 
is unlikely to pass, analysts say, because the opposition—ed by the Nationalist E 3 
Party, or Kuomintang—lacks the two-thirds required to push it through, despite 

pushed Chen's public approval ratings to record lows. Opposition lawmakers. INQUIRER) 

hope the so-called recall motion wil lead to the emergence of evidence of 

‘wrongdoing and stiften anti-Chen sentiment among the public. Once it В for 

mally presented, Chen has seven days in which he can respond in writing to the 

mation, which—if passed—would authorize a referendum on whether he 

should step down, Reuters 
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PLDT Microsoft What you'll learn at Al Ries’ Brand Marketing Conference: 
* How to Apply the laws of marketing to your advantage 
* How to Focus and position your brand to penetrale minds 
* How to Create powerful brand strategies that stun the competition 
* How to Launch or re-launch new or existing brands 


А L R LES An Al Ries seminar is always full of impact, interaction and insights, Ries goes through 
3 more than 1,000 slides in а day—full of visuals and examples that bring principle and 


" NEER marketing laws to life! 
) MARKETING CONFERENCE There is never a dull moment in an Al Ries marketing conference. Call 813-2732/03 
June 23, 2006 — Hotel Philippine Plaza and ask Fina, Juliet or Gina how you can reserve and save P1,000 from our walk-in rate 
of P12,977 ог our group rates. 
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also featuring Laura Ries, Co-author of 22 Immutable Laws of BRANDING a : MES “| КЫ 
Р RI 
"Learn how to really profit from the most powerful, proven 
marketing strategies 
... plus gain new insights from AI Ries’ 22 laws of branding!” 
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The NY кое 
Iraq’s al-Qaida names 
Zarqawi's successor 


Beheadings, suicide bombings to continue 


BAGHDAD—AL-QAIDA IN IRAQ SAID ITS NEW successor would be in US sighs, Abu Ayyub al-Masri, who US offi- 
signaling the US military would cials have said could succeed Zar- 
leader named on Monday would keep up а cam- keep targeting insurgentleaders. дамі, or Saudi-born Sheikh Abu 
paign of beheadings and suicide bombings begun К was Uns sed Hafs Tie em о 
оше ; after convening high-level consulta- named as Zarqawi's deputy last 
by the Jordanian militant Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, ons at the Cane Бай presen. ear in an internet statement leE 
who was killed by US bombs last week. tial retreat hoping to capitalize оп er retracted. 
Zarqawi's death. “I think the succes- Al-Qaida makes up just 5 percent 
The warning came on a day Musab al-Zarqawi,” said a state- sor to Zarqawi is going to be on our ofthe Sunni Arab insurgency but its 
when violence, including two car ment signed by ‘al-Qaida and list to bring to justice," he said. fighters have mounted the most spec- 
bombs, killed atleast 34 people. posted on a website frequently Muhajir was not among the tacular violence, sometimes kiling 
In the worst attack, a bomb used by Islamist militants. names al-Qaida experts had ex- over 100 people in a single attack. 
killed at least 10 people ata mar- “Sheikh Abu Hamza al-Muhajir pected to succeed Zarqawi, a Although US and Iraqi leaders 
ket in the upscale Mansour dis- isa good brother, hasa history inji- Sunni militant who US and Iraqi have hailed Zarqawi's death in an iNING MONARCH 
trict of western Baghdad. had and is knowledgeable. We ask officials said was seeking to spark American air strike as a major | Aviewofthe Ananda Samakhom Throne Hall as kings and 
“The shura council of al-Qaida God that he .. continue what a sectarian civil war. blow against al-Qaida, по onehas | queens, sultans and princes from 25 countries along with Thai 
in Iraq unanimously agreed оп Sheikh Abu Musab began," itsaid. Al-Qaida expert Fares bin suggested the 500-pound bombs | King Bhumibol Adulyadej and Queen Sirikit pose for a group 
Sheikh Abu Hamza alMuhajirto But US President George W. Houzam said Muhajir could be a that ended his life would halt the | photograph in Bangkok, June 12. Г 
be a successor to Sheikh Abu Bush immediately said Zarqawi's pseudonym for Egyptian militant violence ravaging Iraq, Reuters 
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Suicides fuel more calls 


EPSON for Guantanamo's closure 


EXCEED YOUR VISION WASHINGTON—THREE SUI- Statesdistanced itself on Monday 
= cides by Guantanamo prisoners from comments by ah adminis- 
мете more proof the US camp tration official that were widely 
should be closed, critics said on seen as insensitive. 

Monday, and the Bush administra. Першу assistant secretary of 
^a Чоп went into damage control state for public diplomacy Colleen. 
E over an official's comment thatthe Grafy said on Sunday that the sui- 

4 deaths were a"good PR move.” cides were “a good PR move.” 
z “Two Saudis anda Yemeni hanged “I would just point out in pub- 
, themselves with clothes and bed. lic that we do not see it (the sui- 
sheets in ther cells on Saturday, the cides) asa PR stunt,” Department 


SUPERMAN EIE ш 

Get FREE LIMITED EDITION On EI ANDE меу бш 
SUPERMAN RETURNS. ОЕ ЧОМЕ 28 ОССО шш 

+. MWW,supermanretums-asia.com Commissioner Benita Ferrero- US-led war there to oust the Tal- 


. JACKETS & T-SHIRTS! кошы н еы 


isters in Luxembourg, Before Saturday, 23 prisoners 
"а " i Austrian Foreign Minister Ursu- had tried to kill themselves in 41 
Purchase 1 5 la Plassnik, whose country holds suicide attempts at the camp. 
x the EU preside id the 25- Saudi Arabia's b M 
; he EU presidency, said the 25-na- Saudi Arabia's Interior Ministry 
any of the followin tion bloc would таке the issue ага identified the two Saudis as Manei 


Epson Inkjet Printer Models: 7; 7 м. summit with US President George alOtaibi and Yasser al-Zahrani 


s d n W. Bush in Vienna next week. but gave no further details. Pen- 
Stylus C67, €13700, i жекен кык sal бан: apo бослоо show Zalirenl 
з ^ " tanamo was "an anomaly” and was 21, meaning he was sent to 

108, Stylus COND (г ; : Hl Sealdbedudovm asqucty at Gunahamoastisensge 
Stylus 04 i possible. The European Parliament Тһе US military identified the 
ari | has called for the camp's closure. ‘Yemeni as Ali Abdullah Ahmed and 
‘Already struggling to improve described all three as “dangerous 
its image abroad, the United enemy combatants.” Reuters 


Gunmen set Palestinian 
PM office, parliament on fire 


RAMALLAH, WEST BANK—GUN- floor of the multi-story building 
men set fire to the Palestinian and tossed furniture out the win- 
prime ministers office and parlia- dows before police arrived and re- 
ment on Monday as fighting esca- moved them. They also set fire to 
lated between followers of the rul- parliament in Ramallah after re- 
ing Hamas militant group and ревіейу firing into the building, 
President Mahmoud Abbas’ Fatah Fire engines rushed to both 
movement. scenes to douse the flames as 
їп the latest sign of a deepening gunfire echoed around the 
political crisis in the Palestinian terri- streets, witnesses said. 
tories, Abbas ordered security forces Masked gunmen also kid- 
to take control of the streets in фе паррей a Hamas legislator in Ra- 
wake ofthe clashesand vandalism. ^ mallah before releasing him soon 
Hamas and Abbas have been + after, a Palestinian official said. 
locked in an intensifying power Several other Hamas lawmak- 
struggle since the Islamists took ers in Ramallah, fearing for their 
over the government in March ас. safety took refuge in Abbas’ com- 
E: ter trouncing Fatah in parliamen- pound, he added. 
t. тагу elections. At the core of the current ten- 
а 7 Witnesses said the Ramallah sion is a referendum Abbas has 
office of Prime Minister Ismail called for July 26 on a manifesto 
sin cares 1 Haniyeh, a senior Hamas leader, for Palestinian statehood that im- 
was empty when gunmen from  plicily recognizes Israel. Hamas, 
the al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade, part which seeks to destroy the Jewish 
of Fatab, entered. state, has labelled the referen- 
P Haniyeh is based in Gaza, the dum a coup attempt. 
militant group's stronghold, and Hussein el.Sheikh, a Fatah offi- 
doesnot have access tothe city of cial, blamed earlier attacks by 
Ramallah in the occupied West Hamas gunmen on forces loyal to 
epson.com.ph é YONUTTES Bank because of Israeli curbs on Abbas in the southern Gaza town 
ОСА travel by Hamas members. of Rafah for the West Bank vio- 
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E Kings enjoy 
momentum /A26 
т Mavs ready 
to strut stuff 
onthe road /A28 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


THE GAME, LATE IN THE THIRD QUARTER, 
was slowly slipping from the grasp of the 
"Toyota Otis Sparks. That was when JV Ca- 
sio decided to take matters in his own 
hands and put his team within threshold of 
the PBL Unity Cup title. 

Casio waxed hot from beyond the arc late in 
the third quarter, greasing Toyota Ods path to ап 
83-80 victory over Harbour Centre and a pivotal 
2-1 lead in the best-of-five series yesterday at the 
Olivarez Sports Center in Parafiaque. 

Casio came off the bench to bury 15 of his 21 
points from the three-point area and lead four 
Sparks in double figures. 

"The bench decided the game for us,” said 
Sparks coach Louie Alas. "Casio played well 


‘GAME TOMORROW (Olivarez Sports Center 
3 psn.—Harbour Centre vs Toyota Otis 


even in practice yesterday . He shot 10 three- 
pointers and missed only two.” 

‘Alas also commended forward Ardy Larong, 
who shot nine of his 13 points in the final period. 

‘The Sparks also spoiled the efforts of Harbour 
Centre's Joseph Yeo, who finished with a game- 
high 28 points, and LA Tenorio, who had 19. 

The Sparks took a 10-point lead at intermis- 
sion but quickly saw their 40-30 advantage di- 
minish to a point, 40-39, when Yeo and Tenorio 
opened the second half with a 9-0 tear. 

With the Portmasters wresting both momen- 
tum and control pushing the Sparks behind at 


‘Toyotaa57-53 lead and his teammates the belief 
that they could pull this one out. 

Earlier, the league honored Rain or Shine, for- 
merly Welcoat, for its outstanding 10-year stint. 

Former players Romel Adducul, James Yap, 
Mare Pingris, Yancy de Ocampo, Ronald Tubid, 
Don Allado, Denok Miranda, Mark Isip, Estong 
Ballesteros and Ato Morano graced the tribute for 
the franchise, which will debut in the Philippine 
Basketball Association this October. 

The scares: 

TOYOTA OTIS 83—Casio 21, Larong 13, Andaya 10, 
Daa 10, Aban 9, Devance 8, Coronel 8, Aldave 2, Bautista 
2, Fajardo 0. Alcaraz O. Rodriguez 0, Oreta 0. 

HARBOUR CENTRE 80—Yeo 28, Tenorio 19, Reyes 9. 
Maierholer 7, Alonzo 7, Chia å, Gaco 4, Gamboa 2, Lanete 
0, Dy 0, Coching. 

Quarters: 15-19, 40-90, 58-55, 83-80 


Textus your feedback: inquirer sprt name/agelcity/message to 2207 (Globo) or 283 (Smart) 


MARK Andaya of Toyota Oyis is a picture of grit as he drives against 


48-53, Casio fired three straight triples that gave Allan Gamboa of Harbour Centre. po 


Clutario rolls perfect game in PBC Open 


ей her 300 in the first game of her 
doubles series with 2004 АВЕ Tour 
Philippine leg winner Irene Benitez 
to finish with 514. Benitez had 379 
as they wound up with 893 pinfalls. 

Using а Storm Agent ball which 
‘was drilled only three days ago, Clu- 
tario was just aiming for a five-bag- 
geranda good block. 


By Marc Anthony Reyes “Tt was really given to me I think 
because my thumb often stuck to the 
hole,” said Clutario of her third per- 
fect game. "Fortunately 1 had cherry 
the rest of the way especially in the 
fast frame” 

In faimess, she hit pocket in all 
the 12 frames—the ball hitting 13 
pins first as it struck—with her 


graceful swing and rhythm. And if 
the thumb ever stuck, it hardly 
showed as she rolled away seeming- 
ly pressure ree, sending pins tum- 
bling down the backwall every бте. 

Clutario, who works at the Bowl- 
mart shop in Greenhills, personally 
drilled her ball, which eventually 


fect 300 in Singapore in 2002 and 
another at a local competition two ,. 
усаг ago. 

‘The effort, though, wasn't enough < 
to dislodge Southeast Asian Games: 
champ Jojo Caiiare and Elaine Flo- = 
rencio from the pole position in the zd 
Ladies Class О doubles after they 


LIZA CLUTARIO BECAME THE 
first female player to roll a perfect 
game in the 35th PBC-Boysen Inter- 
rational Open Tenpin Bowling 
‘Championships at the Green Valley 
Monday night. 

‘The 27-year-old Clutario complet- 


Is always been more than just a саг It excitement, freedom for the 
‘family, an identity and to some an obsession that requires more than. 
just oll for protection. Castrol has shared the same passion. For over one 
hundred million people worldwide, Castrol has been more than just oil. 
Ws been at one with drivers and their cars. And for over one hundred 
years it's been the ой thats helped advance the performance of the 
‘engines that power cars far and wide. 


Call for Entries 


Deadline of submission: Aug. 3- Bulk Plants 
‘Aug. 10- Project Secretariat 


brought her luck. She firsthadaper- posted 934. 
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SPORTS 


NBC tourney: Warriors oust Crusaders 


ILIGAN CITY—THE ILOILO WAR- 
riors posted the biggest reversal yet 
in the 2006 Guerrero Brandy-NBC 
national basketball championship 
Monday by ousting the Firefly Light- 
ings-backed Iligan Crusaders, 81- 
74, before a stunned crowd at the 
MSU-IIT gym here. 

‘With the win, the Warriors of the Iloilo 
Basketball League supported by Toyota- 
Тойо and Mayor Jerry Trenas barged into 
the south division semifinal. 

“T just know we could pull it off" said 
"Iioilo coach John Trumpeta. “We came in- 
to this game believing we can win on the 
тоаб. I hope we can keep the momentum 


into the next round.” 

‘The Warriors, who dropped three 
straight games before meeting the Cru- 
saders and finished last їп the south at 3-8, 
next play the second-seeded Pagadian Ex- 
plorers ina best-of three semifinal series. 

Beaten 78-86 by Mayor Lawrence 
Cruzs Crusaders in the classification 
round, the Warriors put up a stiff de- 
fense to limit Iligan to eight points in 
the final quarter. 

Not even the partisan fans could pump 
Ме to the Crusaders, who shot 24-for-76 
from the field for a woeful 32 percent. 

In contrast, the Warriors made 32 of 
‘72attempts for a 45 percent clip. 


Former West Negros College Mus- 
tang Ruel Balgos lifted Пойо to victory. 
The 6-foot-5 beanpole fired 17 points, 
grabbed 17 rebounds and has three 
blocks. ExFEU Tamaraw Rhagnee 
Singco chipped in 21 points, six re- 
bounds, three assists and two steals. 
Ollan Omiping paced the Crusaders 
with 16 points while Marlon Kalaw and 
Derrick Hubalde shot 13 each. But last 
years MVP Christian Nicdao and frontline 
armers Ronnie Matias and Melvin 
Taguines combined for only 20 markers. 
Playoff action of the tourney sponsored 
by Panasonic, Sulpicio Lines, Natures 
Spring Mineral Water, Spring Cooking Ой, 


Regent Foods, Firefly Lightings, Molten 
and Prime Channel continues tomorrow. It 
will be Valencia against North Cotabato in 
the south and Pangasinan Hundred Islands 
against Forward Taguig and Laguna-Sta. 
Rosa against Bacchus/Harbour Centre in 
the north. 

The scores: 

ILOILO S1—Singco 21, Balgos 17, Senierez 
12, Sanz 10, Bautista 7, Leonida 6, Seni 5, Unar- 
23, Sine-on0, Poral 0. 

ILIGAN 74—Omiping 16, Kalaw 13, Hubalde 
13, Nicdao 9, Matias 7, Sagad 5, Taguines 4, 
Tajonera 3, Ayodelle 2, Go 1, Canoy 0, Baguio 0, 
Hagan 0. Espinosa 0. 

Quarters 26-25, 47-45, 65-66, 81-74. 


ings enjoy momentum; 
Aces wary of Bayou jinx 


FINDING ITSELF IN A SITUATION UNEXPECTED FOR A DEPLETED ROSTER, 
Barangay Ginebra tries to nail a semifinal seat when the Kings face Red Bull in 
Game 4 of the PBA Philippine Cup quarterfinals today at the Araneta Coliseum. 


The defending champion 
Kings grabbed a 2-1 edge in 
their best-of-five series with 
the Bulls and a victory will set 
them up in a semifinal show- 
down with the well-rested 
San Miguel Beermen. 

But while the Kings enjoy 
psychological leverage over the Bulls, the 
Alaska Aces find themselves in a familiar 
role that has hounded them in the past. 
‘Twice had coach Tim Cone and the Aces 
lost а playoff series after winning the first 
two games, 

‘They have the chance now to alter their 
fate. The Aces still possess а 2-1 lead in the 
series and can also wrap it up to arrange a 
best-of-seven semifinal duel with the top- 
seeded Purefoods Giants. 

After gaining a 2-0 lead, the Aces curi- 
ously lost the 1990 Third Conference title 
and 2000 All-Filipino Cup to the Giants. 

"T have high respect for coach Tim but 1 
can't help but commend my team for doing 
а great job on Alaska defensively” said Co- 
ха Соја coach Binky Favis. 

"Considering the fast pace of the game, 
limiting them to a low-scoring game is а 
feat in itself” 

‘That's what Favis intends to do, among 
others, when the Tigers ny to even up mat- 
ters and stretch the series to a deciding 


SY: On track for more victories 


GAMES TODAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
440p m—Brgy. 
Ginebra vs Red Bull 
7:35 pm.—Coca- 
Cola vs Alaska 


Games. 
The Aces will again have to 
watch out for Ali Peek, who 
pulled the Tigers together 
‘when they came to the brink 
of crumbling. John Arigo and 
Dennis Miranda will also 
pose problems for the Aces. 

On the Kings’ end, coach Siot Tanquing- 
сеп will again have to squeeze the best 
from Mark Macapagal, Allan Salansang, 
Ervin Sotto and Egay Echavez to make up 
for his injured key players. 

Jayjay Helterbrand and Andy Seigle are 
still uncertain coming into today’s game 
while Rodney Santos, Rommel Adducul 
and Aris Dimaunahan continue to recover 
from an assormment of injuries. 

"Game 4 is going to be another hard- 
fought game like Game 3," said Tanquing- 
cen. "We cant take them lightly on 
Wednesday (today).” 

With the crowd on their side, the Kings 
will also have to get a piece of the hustle 
statistics which the Bulls have dominated 
throughout the series. 

Aside from forcing the Kings into costly 
tumovers, the Bulls possess the edge in 
steals, blocks and rebounding. 

“IS no secret Red Bull paces the hustle 
stats. Well just try to keep in step with 
them," said Tanquingcen. June Navarro 


ALASKA'S Reyne! Hugnatan and Tony dela Cruz harass Coca-Cola's Johnny 


Abarrientos (right). 


 AUGUSTDRACRUL. 


Garcia leads charge of RP chessers 


WHIZ KID JAN EMMANUEL GARCIA 
beat Phyoe Aung Kyaw of Malaysia 
after 39 moves of a King’s Indian De- 
fense to lead the Philippine chess 
теа charge in the second round of 
the 7th Asean Age-Group Chess 
Championships Tuesday at the Mer- 
cure Convention Center in Jakarta, 
Indonesia. 

Garcia now has 2.0 points in the boys 
T2-under and shares the lead with Dang 
Hong Son (Метал), Shanon Scot 
Neubroner (Singapore), Nicolas Rahman 
and Muhamad Satibi (indonesia) in the 


event which attracted 350 participants. 

‘The incoming Grade 6 pupil of San Be- 
да College earlier beat Pei Jun Nicholas 
of Singapore after 41 moves of Sicilian 
Defense late Monday. 

Also with perfect 2.0 points are Joel Pi- 
теге! of Bacolod Ciy, Samantha Glo 
Revita (Giris U-8) of Rosales, Pangasinan 
and Chardine Cheradee Camacho of Ca- 
ba, La Union, who hurdled their respec- 
tive matches. 

Pimentel demolished Ahmad Noordin 
‘Azni of Malaysia and Chon Zhong Amos 
о Singapore, respectively, to pace the 


boy's 14 and under while Revita beat Bui 
Ngoc Ahn Thi of Метат and Agustin 
Putri of Indonesia to head the gifs 10 
and under. Camacho, a former Singapore 
‘Asean gold medalist, nipped Mai Thuy 
‘Trang of Vienam and Dyah Rahmawati 
of Indonesia to lead the її 12 and un- 
der 

Melwyn Kenneth Baltazar (B U-10) of 
Malabon City, Paulo James Florendo (B 
U-18) of Zamboanga City, Mira Mirano 
(8 U-10) of Banga, Aklan, Kimberly Jane 
Cananan (G U-16) of Angeles Сту, Pam- 
panga, tallied 1.5 ройи in two outings. 
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Eugene asks: 
Why me, dad? 


BECAUSE IT 
was the first 
We us. IN HUDDLE 
cose look at h 
Purefoods Eu- 
gene Tejada, to 
me he appeared 
as healthy as 
any young 5 
cager still ac- 
tively playing 
the game. Beth Сей 
ii-“—" зо ы 
‘Bobby Rius though, the sight of Eugene after a 
‘months confinement in the hospital, came as a big 
shod 
“He has los so much weight. From the news 
‘tems ће been reading on the Intemer, I got theim- 
pression that Eugene was OK and well on the road 
today to foll recovery But now that Im here, Ive 
seen for myse that the boyis not OK” said Bobby a 
dose family friend from San Francisco who traveled 
thousands of miles to determine firsthand the tue 
sate of Eugenes health. 


“Whats the doctors prognosis? Tasled Eu- 
genes dad Danny a varsity ager of San Beda in 
is younger days in an eft to con Bobbys 
observation. Except for Danny the rest of Eii- 
genes family had gone back to San Francisco, 
Where the cages mother works asa nurse. 

Danny heaved along sigh. 

"His doctor said he is young—only 25 years 
‘cand thats one good thing going for him. 
Не said rehab should start as soon as possible. 

Tintend to take him back to San Prance in 
two weels so he «йй be dose to his family 

“in the meantime, my son is paralyzed” 
Danny could hardly say the lst word, without 
fecling intense pain. He was in a predicament 
absolutely no parent would want to be in, espe- 
ally when his son asks, “Why me dad” 


Rx the fis time in a month, Eugene was al- 
Towed by hisdocorsiost upin a dit Howeves he 
axi not say in that positon for long because he. 
got very dizzy 

“The donor sid hiss because he has been па 
prone position fr so ong, Ви he has to ger used o 
ап upright postion, otherwise how can he wih- 
sand the bng fight fom Mania to San Francis” 
sid the soft spoken Damy 

“Thecumains were drawn o alow ight wo fiter in 
when we were ushered into Eugenes bedroom 
where his giiend Jenny Hemandez sood by his 
bodie. 


Acron to Danny Jenny has been consanty 
by Eugenes side since the accident, leaving only or 
imponant elerson tapings 

"She hasrit gone home once. She just instruas 
her maid or somebody бот her house to bring 
fresh dothes and зц о the hospital Iran at her 
devion” 

Jemy plans wo follow Eugene о San Franciso. 


“How are you?” Eugene greeted me. I had 
never met him before. 

1 threw the same question back at him. 
“How are you? You look healthy” I was being 
honest 

“же, Look healthy bur cant move my legs,” 
he sad I could feel his depression. 

His father Danny said there had been invol- 
untary movements in his legs 

"But thats just about it. Involuntary move- 
ments. His mother and I don't care much if he 
exer gets to play again. What were all praying 
foris that he be able to walk again” said Danny 
witha weary voice. 

Ает 30 days in the hospital, Danny and Bobby 
esimete the bi to run about PIO milion, an 
amount which wil be shouldered ently by Eu- 


genes balldub Purefoods Cap. 
"The team has been very supportive. Mc Rene 
Race 1—{OrvTri)—Empire 
Lady (5),  Wynong 
Baidan (2), Blue Bolero 
(4), Ikaw Pag-Asa Ko (3) 
Race '2—(Penta/Ort/Tri.— 
Invictus (4), Black Peart 
(10) Humble Guest (1), 
‘Thereshope (7), See Star 
(8) 


Another RP 
sweep looms 
in AF3 races 


"ANOTHER FILIPINO SWEEP IS LIKELY TO 
occur in the next three rounds of the Asian 
Formula Three Series in Guangdong, China, 
nJune 17-18. 

This was the bold prediction made by AF3 
‘phair Ed Pena in yesterday's PSA Forum at the 
Pantalan Restaurant in Manila. 
`_*1 expect them (Filipino riders) to domi- 
date the coming races,” said Pena, referring to 
top RP drivers Tyson Sy and Dado Pena who 
‘will again lead the country’s contingent in 
rounds 4-6 of the Asian-hopping circuit. 

The 18-year-old Sy of Speedtech Asia 
‘Swept the opening three races of the series at 
‘the Batangas Racing Circuit last month and 
Jeads the chase for the driver's championship 
‘with 60 points. Pena, of Team Goddard, is 
‘running fifth with 22 points. 

‘The two young Filipino stars and the rest of 
the RP team left for Guangdong yesterday, 
raring to test their Dallara 304 cars in practice 
runs set on Thursday and Friday at ће 4.3- 
kilometer Zhuhai International Circuit. The 
race for pole position will Ье held Saturday 
morning, with Round 4 set in the afternoon. 

In the absence of former champions Anan- 
da Mikola of Indonesia and Christian Jones of 
Australia Pena said Briton James Winslow of 
ЈА Motorsports and teammate Dillon Battisti- 
ni should give Sy and Pena a run for their 
money. “But I will be surprised if our drivers 
don’t finish 1-2," Pena added. 

Monitor the races by logging on to 
wwwasianf3.net and www.pldtmypad. 


а Guidicelli, Stockinger 
enter Rotax challenge 


THE COUNTRYS BEST 
karters like Matteo Guidicel- 
li, Marlon Stockinger, Ivan 
Carapiet, Alessandra Madri- 
gal, Indy Villalon and Marty 
‘Aguilar are vying for the Ro- 
tax Driver of the Year Award 
in the 2006 Rotax Invitation- 
al Challenge starting on Sat- 
urday at the Carmona Rac- 
ing Circuit in Cavite. 

The races are scheduled 
on June 17, July 16, July 
29, Aug. 5 and 6 with an 
entry fee of P3,000 for each 
round. 

More than P800,000 
worth of cash prizes are at 
stake. 


TOP CHOICE 
Western Dancer (4) 

Race 6—(Pen- 
taOrviriz}—My Lady 
Hannah (11), Honores 
(6), Dynamic Jason/ll 
Amorous (1), Chicket 
(3), Drink N Drink/Ninety 
Nine Cents (4) 

Race 7—(Pen- 
ta/Or/Tri}—Blitzkrieg 
(3), Remus (1), Ocean 
Cookie (10, Take A Strike 
(9), Classic Royale (7) 

Race 8—(Super 
Gr/TH)—Look — 0f 
Love/Federal Court (12), 
Fortissimo (9), West М 
Wild (2). Kaligatan (4), 
Silver Cho Cho (1), Per- 
fect Tima (10) 


ask bur never had the never oppoxuniy odo so: 
"Vid it have made a diference Ё there was a 
ropety equiped ambulance at Ynares Cees and 
Bugene was rushed othe hospital eater?" 

“рган! Ben 5 to 10 mines would have 
made а diferene, ахок}п; to the бооз we 
fave consue. The sweling in the upper spinal 
cou would have been contolid had he been 
brought tothe hospital сайи” Donny sid. 

F such is the case, does he intend io te any ke- 
glacion? 

Рату ssid he has one year o think about i 
Eeven months 1o be exc, Sino is been a month 
Sine the “Mothers Day” acident. 

AST left Eugene's room at the ninth foor of 
the Makati Medical Center, my attention was 
‘caught by a long list of names posted by his 
door The count went up to 13, Bugene was un- 
derthecareof 13 physicians, 


The event is sponsored 
by ING Banking, Pitts, 
Petron, Chicago City Day 
School, Ford Global CVity, 
Nissan Gallery and Klassic 
BMW. It also features а 
cadet 85 division. 

"This series will be excit- 
ing for the karters because 
they can win prize money, 
which they can use for 
their professional races 
and at the same time a very 
good way of enhancing 
their skills," said event or- 
ganizer Blue Reyna. 

Registration is now go- 
ing on. Call 891-5901 for 
more information. 


Benitez rises for RP flag vs foreign karters 


JAVI BENITEZ DELIVERED 
for the country when he cap- 
tured the Junior ROK crown 
against more experienced 
foreigners recently in the 
second leg of the 2006 Asian 

j| Karting Open Championship 
at the Carmona Circuit 
Philippines. 

It was the biggest karting vic- 
tory for the young Benitez, who 
swept Saturday's three qualify- 
ing heats, since starting with the 
sport two years back. Benitez ad- 


Race S—(QürVTri)—At Al 
Cost (2), Golden Lance 
(4), Bunker Buster (6), 
Yanong Pikit (1) 

Race 4—{Pen- 
tur/Ti—Hes А Ba- 
long (4), Ingay Ingay (3), 
Song Bird (8), Mesmer- 
ize (2),  Letshavea- 
partyAngel Eyes (10) 

Race 5—{Реп- 
ta/Qrt/Tri}—LadyTycoon 
(10), Best In Class (1), 
Cool Turner/Wakinyan 
(11), Gigi's Gold (3), 


mits the help of his good friend 
John Alvarez of the Cebu Racing 
Group was a major factor in win- 
ning the crown. 

‘The two set aside their ri- 
valry in the said division in the 
name of national pride against 
Indonesian top gun Rio 
Haryanto and Thailand's Mas- 
ter Tenart Sathienthirakul. 

“I managed to pull away be- 
cause John (Alvarez) was dis- 
tracing the foreign drivers," 
said Benitez, a sixth grader at 


Xavier School who's backed by 
Bingo Bonanza Corp., Henry 
Sy Jr. of SM companies and 
Willy Ocier of Pacific Online 
Systems Corp. and Belle Corp. 

"We told ourselves that it 
doesnt matter who wins, 
what matters for us is giving 
glory to our country" Alvarez 
added. 

Haryanto and Sathienthi- 
rakul only showed their true 
form on the final day as they 
wrested the 1-2 positions, re- 


spectively, in the morning pre- 
final heat and dominated the 
early stages of the final race 
Just inches ahead of Benitez 
and Alvarez in the afternoon. 

While the two were dicing for 
the pole, Benitez found the open 
door for a decisive dive to grab 
the lead on the sixth lap. 

Benitez wrapped up the 18- 
lap race in 12:53.830, 2.307 sec- 
onds ahead of Haryanto. Alvarez 
took third place while Sathien- 


BENITEZ: Biggest victory шаки setled for fourth. 


CZECH Republic’s Tomas Rosicky celebrates 
scoring his team’s third goal against the US 
during their Group E World Cup 2006 soccer 
match in Gelsenkirchen. калас 


Ronaldinho 
vows to win 
with a smile 


BERLIN—WORLD PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Ronaldinho said Monday he was raring to go 
ahead of Brazil's World Cup opener Tuesday 
against Croatia in Berlin—but vowed ће im- 
portant thing was to win with a smile. 

“That's the aim— 
things work out well 
for me if I am happy 
playing.” the 26-year 
old Barcelona star told 
reporters following a 
workout in te 
Olympic Stadium un- 
der the gaze of coach 
Carlos Alberto Par- 
теа. 

According to the 
star, Parreira has given 
his playmaker the 
green light to play with 

RONALDINHO: his trademark smile on 

Except during his face—with the ex- 

freekicks. Je ception of planning a 
freekick routine. 

Then, he says, he must adopt a serious mien 
as “that shows my powers of concentration." 

Ronaldinho, whose long-range freekick sank 
England in the 2002 quarterfinals, said he was 
sure that Brazil's much heralded attack of him- 
self, Ronaldo, Adriano and’ Kaka, would fire on 
all cylinders once their tournament gets going. 

“Brazil's four attackers will be well marked 
but Tm confident we'll be able to get round that," 
he said. 

Parreira meanwhile said he's по kiljoy but 
‘wants his creative genius to apply himself with 
the utmost dedication with a sixth title at stake. 

“We had a conversation and I told him not to 
Jose the happiness he has playing football. He is 
free to do what he wants with the ball,” Parreira 
stressed, 

Just not show that toothy grin until after his 
freekicks have found their target. AFP 


Crouch: ГЇЇ 
be cautious 


BADEN-BADEN, GERMANY—PETER CROUCH, 
as England's only fully fit, experienced striker, 
said Monday he's going to have to adapt his play- 
ing style against Trinidad and Tobago to avoid a 
second yellow card and a possible suspension. 
Grouch was con- 
stantly penalized by 
referee Maro Ro- 
driguez in England's 1- 
0 win over Paraguay 
оп Saturday. He was 
shown а yellow for 
what was deemed per- 
sistent fouling. 
“it was frustrating,” 
Crouch said Monday. 
“In the Premiership, 1 
wouldn't get pulled up 
for half the things that I 
got pulled up for. But that's international football 
and you have to adapt to it and I'm sure сап." 
Crouch is likely to start up front again on 
Thursday with Michael Owen, who lacked his 
usual sharpness against Paraguay—and Wayne 
Rooney is tipped to be a substitute against 
"Trinidad and Tobago after England coach Sven- 
Goran Eriksson said he was “very optimistic” that 
the Manchester United striker would рау АР 


Ñ 
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SPORTS 


BERLIN—THE CZECH REPUBLIC HAD THE BIGGEST WIN OF 
the World Cup so far, scoring three goals Monday to beat the 


United States, 3-0. 
The three-goal margin of victory was the 
most in the 11 games played in Germany 
atthis year’s World Cup. 
Earlier in the day, Australia orches- 
trated the latest comeback in the tour- 
nament, scoring three goals from the 84th 
minute tobeat Japan, 3-1. 

Italy had a chance to eclipse both of those 
marks later Monday, but the Azzurri were happy 
enough with a 2-0 win over Ghana in Hanover. 

Andrea Pirlo scored lalys first goal in the 39th 
minute with а 22-meter (yard) shot through a 
crowded penalty area into the bottom right comer. 

Substitute Vincenzo laquinta added the sec- 
ond in the 83rd, taking advantage of a poor back- 


pass from Samuel Kuffour to his goalkeeper. 

Ghana had a few scoring chances and showed 
itself worthy of playing in їз first World Cup. 

"The Czechs, who lost to eventual champion 
Greece in the semifinals of the 2004 European 
Championship, got one goal from tall striker Jan 
Koller and two more from Tomas Rosicky in 
Gelsenkirchen. 

It wasn't all good news for the Czechs, howev- 
er as Koller was taken off the field on a stretcher 
in the 43rd and replaced by Vratislav Lokvenc. 

Koller, who retumed only last month from 
knee surgery, headed a cross past United States 
goalkeeper Kasey Keller in the fifth minute for his 
43rd goal in 69 international appearances, а 


à Italy, Australia post huge World Cup triumphs 


Czech record. He was later taken to a hospital to 
be examined after being taken off the field, the 
Czech team said 

“Unfortunately his injury is quite serious,” 
Czech Republic coach Karel Bruckner said. 

Rosicky scored a soaring 25-meter (yard) shot 
їп the 36th minute, and then added another in 
the 76th, getting past the United States defense 
ОЁ a through pass from Pavel Nedved and beat- 
ing Keller on the breakaway. 

United States captain Claudio Reyna came 
closest to scoring for the Americans, hitting the 
postin the 29th minute. 

"You can't be hesitant. You have to be aggres- 
sive from the first minute,” Reyna said. “There's 
по excuse. We have to come out fighting against 
Italy from the first minute." 

Four years ago, the United States reached the 
quarterfinals after upsetting Portugal. AP 


Enjoy True Quality 


Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


Viray braces for tough RP srs defense 


By Musong R. Castillo 


SILANG, CAVITE—ASIDE FROM THE COURSE, 
there's one other thing which Rolly Viray feels is 
different compared to last year when he won the 
Philippine Seniors Amateur Golf championship 
—his swing. 

"There's something missing (in my swing), 
and 1 just can't explain it," Viray told the In- 
quier on the eve of the start of his title de- 
fense. "I had more confidence starting off last 
year compared to now, that’s for sure.” 

The golf manager of Canlubang, Viray, who 
won this tournament last year in his very first 


‘The Riviera here, a venue which he said is in 
perfect shape to deflect low scores. 

“There are no gimme holes in this course,” 
said Viray, who is rushing to correct some- 
thing in his takeaway. “One has to be in great 
shape to score—and win—over here." 

Former winners Francis Gaston and Iggy 
Clavecilla and Philippine Sports Commission- 
er Richie Garcia head the list of players out to 
thwart a Viray repeat in the event being pre- 
sented by Harbour Centre. 

Former President Fidel V Ramos, Harbour Cen- 
tre chair Reghis Romero and NGAP president Le- 
andro R. Mendoza will hit the ceremonial drives 


Clavecilla is the reigning Asia-Pacific seniors 
champion while Gaston shares a distinct record 
with Viray as former winners of the regular 
men's RP Amateur and the Seniors titles. 

Caloy Coscoluella, Clifford Celdran, Edwin 
Arcilla, Bing Bunyi, Bryan Cockrell, Boni 
Sumbilla, Peregrin de Guzman, Antonio 
Olives, Rupert Bayocot, Pete Cervantes, Philip 
Judan, Jose Marie Lao, Jose Nepomuceno, 
Danilo Pizarro and Fernando Quing are the 
other notable entries in the Open division. 

The top finishers in this category will earn. 
slots to the RP team that will defend the Asia- 
Pacific Men's Seniors crown in November. 


season of eligibility, will be clashing with the 
same "old" foes over a tough Langer layout of 


at 7:30 a.m. with honorary NGAP chair Rod Feli- 
Чапо and vice president Danny Pizarro. 


Last years tournament was held at - 
Malarayat in Lipa City. JERRY Stackhouse: Vital cog for Mavericks’ title aspirations. 
Dragfest 


resumes 
Saturday 


THE BATTLE FOR 
speed and pride heat 
up as more drivers try 
to beat the record time 
in the third leg of the 
2006 Red Horse Na- 
tional Drag Racing 
Championship this 
Saturday at the Drag 
Strip of the Batangas 
Racing Circuit. 
Registration is now 
ongoing. Participants 
may contact the Batan- 
gas Racing Circuit c/o 
ВЕС Operations Man- 
ager Rodini Rivera or 
Nelson Gayda at 
(632) 8172241, 729- 
S365 or fax 815-1241. 


тали 


Mavs ready 
to strut stuff 
on the road 


MIAMI—IF THINGS GO ACCORDING TO PLAN 
for the Mavericks, the next time they are in Dal- 
las they'll be carrying a shiny gold trophy and 
getting ready for a parade. 

The Mavericks left for Miami on kind to teams which take 2-0 
Monday leading the NBA finals 2-0 leads. It’s happened 27 times and 
Over the Miami Heat and feeling 25 have ended up as champions. 
pretty good about their chances of — Dallas is the 10th team to win 
ending the series in Florida. the first two games at home since 

Afterall, they've done greaton the league adopted the 2-3-2 for- 
the road ай season and postsea- mat in 1985. The previous nine 
son, and finals history shows all won the title, including San 
theyre now overwhelming fa- Antonio last season. 
vorites to become champions. Pethaps the best news for the 

“The big thing for us is we know Heat? Only twice hasa team trang 
мете a good road team,” veteran 02 going into three straight home 
Darrell Armstrong said. “Їз not games ended up getting swept. 
cocky or anything. We just feel we Miami also is 8-1 at home this 
сап win on anybody's court.” postseason, with the lone loss way 

The Mavericks have up to three back on May 8, in Game 1 of a sec- 
ties in Miami to get the two wins ond-round series against New Jersey. 
needed to clinch the fist champion- “There's no guarantee that 
ship in team history, Game 3 is on that's going to make a difference, 
Tuesday and Game 4 Thursday. Ifa unless you really come and play" 
Game 5 is necessary itwill be Sunday. Heat coach Pat Riley said. 

‘Among the things in their favor: га guy with a Superman tattoo 

‘© Dallas had the third-best road who speaks about being from anoth- 
record this season at 26-15, and is er planet, Shaquille O'Neal sure has 
63 on the road in the playoffs. looked like a mere mortal this series. 

АЙ three series-ending victories Coming off a career playoff low five 
thus far have come on the road, in- points in Game 2, hes shooting 125 
duding a dramatic Game 7 in San percent from the fou! line, missing 14 
Antonio that went into overtime. of 16 attempts—and that doesnt in- 
The Mavericks are trying to join фе clude three misses nullified by lane vi- 
1999 Spurs and the 1989 Detroit Pis- lations. He has more missed free 
tonsas the only teamstodiinch every throws han rebounds (13). AP 
series on the road since the postsea- SOLAR Sports wil ar Game 3 ofthe 
son became four rounds in 1984, ac- Dallas-Miami finals at 9 a.m. with a replay 
cording to the Elias Sports Bureau. at 7:30 p.m. RPN-9 wil also alr Game 3 at 

«МВА finals history is very 9am.withareplay at7 pm. 


Lady Archers eye No. 11 


GAMES TODAY (Be Eagle Gym) 
12nn —Adamson vs Lyceum 
2pm—FELvs La Salle 
By Marc Anthony Reyes 


It’s Apple-licious 
Good for your health,too! 


Red Horse Beer, Philip- 
pine Charity Sweep- 
Stakes Office and sup- 
pored by Pilipinas 
Shell, Denso, Yoko- 
hama, Casino Filipino 
and Sparco can test 

| and tune up their cars 
оп Friday at the venue 
fora fee of P500. 

| | New driver 

| Jonathan Tiu of Team 
ERE surprised every- 
опе not just with his 
win in the last leg but 
also with his feat of 
sening а new track 
record of 11309 
aboard his Mitsubishi 
Evo5 in the premier 
Quick 8 division. 

His achievement is 
an inspiration for new 
drivers who aspire to 
depose defending 

| champion Leo Joel 
Cordero as Drag Rac- 
ing Driver of the Year. 


Kids love its delicious 
taste! Mothers love it 
for its health benefits! 


Pour it on fried chicken, 
hamburger, french fries, 
and other foods that 

kids love to eat with 
ketchup. And because 

it's made from apples, it's 
also rich in Vitamin C and 
other nutrients that provide 
"whole-body" health 
benefits.. 


APPLE® 
KETCHUP 
А DAY 
KEEPS THE 
DOCTOR 


their might against a brittle Far 
Easter side at 2 p.m. with the 
Lady Tams hoping to get back 
from a two-game losing гип. 

La Salle will lean on its well- 
run system hinged on Thai im- 
port Jindarat Kanchana, who 
scattered 23 points when the 
lady Archers tumed back 
Adamson last Monday (23-25, 
25-16, 25-11, 25-22). 

‘The champions of the past 
two conferences, the Lady 
Archers are poised for yet an- 
other win here especially if they 
сап get the same consistent per- 


formances from skipper Desiree 
Hemandez, Michelle Datuin, 
Manilla Santos and Reiea Sae. 
‘Adamson will take on lowly 
Lyceum at lunchtime, trying to 
score a win that would move it 
back to second place with 
streaking San Sebastian. 
Cherry Rose Macatangay, а 
S-foot-11 beauty, will again 
be the focal point of Adamson 
which is now at third place 
with a 6-4 record. But she will 
need help from Rissa Jane 
Laguilles, Kristine Ann Dave 
and libero Donna Leil Adajar. 


LASALLE WILL AGAIN TRY TO. 
expand its dominance as three 
other schools scramble for a 
shot in the championship today 
inthe Shakey's V-League semifi- 
nals atthe Blue Eagle Gym. 
The Lady Archers have been 
denying the league its balance 
of power after winning their 
10th straight match this confer- 
ence alone. They again test 


FREEDOM DEALS, UNBEATABLE LOWDOWN! 
VERSATILITY ( BI... POWER 


and Unbeatable, yet they’re just 


within your reach. 
Experience unsurpassed 
performance with our 
easy to own payment scheme. 


PROMO PERIOD is from June 6 to June 30, 2006 
Subject to bank approval 


Per DIT-NCR Permit No. 1588, Series of 2008 
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FREE! Comprehensive Insurance • Chattel Mortgage Fee • 1 Year LTO Registration • Special Discounts on Cash Buyers 
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Editor Emmie G. Velarde 
‘sms feedback: inquirer ent rame/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) and 283 (Smart) or email us at pr_entertainment@inguirer.com. 


OPENING THIS WEEK 


Kapag Tumibok ang Puso 
(Not Once But Twice) 


Stars Bong Revilla, Ai-Ai de las Alas, Precious Lara Quigaman, 
Eugene Domingo 

Directed by Wenn Deramas 

А widower (Revilla) discovers that the recipient of the heart of his re- 
cently departed beauty queen-wife (Quigaman) is a comedy queen (De las 
las). Producer-star Revilla calls this "Fathers Day” presentation “a cele- 
bration." He explains, “It shows the fun side of being a dad.” For the action 
star-tumed-senator, “Comedy is a stress-bustez” The making of this film 
‘was preceded by a slew of intrigues regarding the non-casting of Gretchen 
Barretto, Asserts Quigaman: "I don't mind being second choice. I should 
thank Gretchen. If she didn't back out, I wouldnt have had this chance." 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
narian with a glamour 


as ever. 
She demurs that 


SHE IS THE ONLY SEPTUAGE- 


along EDSA, but actress Gloria 
Romero remains as self-effacing 


Gloria Romero: I’ve 
tried everything 


resurgence of sorts. Again. 

She is co-starring with fellow 
Sampaguita Pictures graduate 
Eddie Garcia in “I Wanna Be Hap- 
py—the new Seiko family come- 
dy. а directed by Jose Javier 

GLORIA A22 


billboard 


credit for the bill- 
board exposure goes 
entirely to beauty за- 
lon chain owner 
Ricky Reyes. 

"Imagine, getting 
а 72-year-old wom- 
an to model for him? 
1 was so happy and 
grateful to him. I сап 
truly say that Tve 
done everything in 
my career.” 

Including ride a 
motorcycle, play а 
drunk, а mob boss 
and Alzheimer's vic- 
tim. 

Indeed, one of her 
most famous movie 
lines goes: "Dont 
knock it till you've 
tried it.” 

Gloria is currently 
enjoying a career 


‘This wacky romp is directed by Deramas, whose latest "D' Lucky Ones" was 
surprise hit. Opens today. 


The Lake House 
Stars Sandra Bullock, Keanu Reeves, 
Shohreh Aghdashloo, Christopher Plum- 
mer 
Directed by Alejandro Agresti 
Based on the 2000 South Korean film “Il 
Mare,” this film is “an epic love story” be- 
tween a lonely doctor and a frustrated archi- 
tect separated by two years, but who com- 
municate through a magical mailbox. An au- 
dience favorite in the Pusan Intemational 
Film Festival, its Hollywood version boasts 
two of the most photogenic actors of our 
time. Says Bullock of her sereen chemistry 
with Reeves: “Не was my first film partner in 
‘Speed,’ We've never lost track of each other. The minute we began rehears- 
ing, it was like coming home. It's an understanding and trust you can't ex- 
plain ... because we argue all the time.” Joshua Tyler of Cinemablend.com 
thinks its a “romantic rip-off of Frequency?” Opens today. 


OPENING/ A2-6 


Movieworld Coupon* 
when you buy a SIM Pack + P150 minimum worth of Prepaid Cards. 
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5 BACK AT SM CINEMAS| 
Celebrate the grand arrival of our 
lasagna-loving friend at SM Cinemas 
Watch Gorfield 2: A Tall of Tus Kitties at participating Su 
Crema bronches today ond ge ne (1) Surfster Internet 

Pre Paid Cord FREE for every two (2) ehe! purchase 
—— 
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Perfect Gift“ -- 


All Year Round “ 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 
Get Special discounts for volume purchases! 
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THE BEST OF 
RICO J. 
мао post 
Ms. Verni Varga 
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THEATER 
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8:30 PM 


Tickets at 
(P800, P1,100, P1,350) 


CUESHE 
LIVE ON CUE 


SM MEGAMALL 
CINEMA 9 


JUNE 23, 2006 
8:30 PM 


Tickets at 
(P180, P280, P380) 


Tickets available at TICKETWORLD 891-5610/ 891-9999. 
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Reyes. 

Two scripts sub- 
mitted to the Metro 
Manila Film Festi- 
val—"Habang May 
Pangarap” and "No 
Other “Love"—also 
propose the Gloria- 
Eddie tandem in the 
lead. 

165 like they're the 
love team to beat. 

“That's only Ье 
сашзе no one our age 
is still around,” she 
quips, laughing. 

Seriously, she is 
thankful to producer 
Robbie Tan for the 
meaty role in this 
new movie. 

"These days I get 
only small roles. 
This is the biggest 
Tve had in a while. 
The story centers on 
the couple, but ev- 
eryone in the movie 
has his or her mo- 
ment.” 


Chemistry 

She plays an op- 
pressed housewife 
who abandons her 
controlling husband 
on the eve of their 
50th wedding an- 
niversary—to е 
consternation оѓ 
their children played 
by Cherry Pie РЬ 
cache, Joey Marquez 
and Diana Zubiri. 

“It’s an ensemble 
film,” she points out. 
The chemistry be- 
tween Romero and 
Garda is unmistak- 
able, director Reyes 
agrees. 

“I really made it a 
point to anchor the 
story on the old cou- 
ple,” Reyes says. ~ 

Garda explains 
the ease between 
himself and 
Romero: — "We've 
been working to- 
gether for ages. Glo 
is such a lady—al- 
ways pleasant, pa- 
tient, professional." 

Garia was the 
contravida in her ear- 
ly Sampaguita 
movies like “Señori- 
ta" and "Dalagang 
Hokana" in de 
1950s. The latter 
gave Romero her first 
Best Actress trophy 
from Famas in 1954 

Three decades lat- 
er, they played hus- 
band and wife in Lino 
Brocka's “Miguelito” 
and Laurice Guillen's 
“Kung Mahawi Man 
ang Ulap.” 

"Туе also worked 
with him as my direc- 
tor,” Romero says. 


2ndaward 

"The first time I di- 
rected her was in the 
[Ferdinand] Marcos 
election movie, 
"Pinagbuklod ng Lan- 
git, in 1960," Garcia 
recounts. 

“Eddie gave me my 
next acting award af- 
ter a 34-year gap,” 
Romero says, “for 
"Saan Nagtatago ang 
Pag-Ibig’ (Best Sup- 
porting Actress) in 
1988.” 

‘A trouper, she has 
never stopped acting 
since she made her 
sereen debut in 1950 
as a bit player in 
movies like "Dugong 
Bughaw" and 
“Bernardo Carpio." 

“I would stop for 
just two to three 
months at a time," 
she says, Not even 
the passing of hus- 
band Juancho 
Gutierrez distracted 
her. 

“It has been eight 
months, she says, 
turning wistful. 
"Losing a husband is 
mot easy. We had 
been separated, but 
we were not ene- 
mies.” 
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NEW YORK — MEL GIBSON'S "THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST" RANKS AS THE MOST CON- 
troversial film of all time, according to Entertainment Weekly. 

The magazine ranks the 25 films that have most shocked, disgusted and divided moviego- 
ers, in its June 16 issue, on newsstands today. Coming in second is Stanley Kubrick's "А Clock- 
work Orange'—a 1971 futuristic film famous for an ultra-violent rape scene during which 
“Singin’ їп the Rain" is played as soundtrack. Reports of copycat crimes led to the movie's 
withdrawal from distribution in Britain. 


. Do 
You 
Know... 


“The Da Vinci Code,” now in theaters, came in at No. 13. 
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GENERAL 
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RIVALS THAT OF THE “ ORCIST’ 


THE AMITYVILLE HORROR’ 


меши UTTER SHOCK Pu n 


THE LiviNG; NIGHTMARE OF ELIZABETH ‘BETSY’ BELL 


ЕП2АВЕТН (Betsy) BELL SUFFERED A GREAT DEAL FROM THE Bett 
WITCH. DEMON THROUGH ACTS OF PHYSICAL ABUSE BY HAVING HER HAIR 
PULLED AND GETTING SLAPPED AND PINCHED ТО ТНЕ POINT THAT HER FACE 
AND ARMS WERE COVERED WITH WELTS AND BRUISES. THE INCIDENT WAS 
WITNESSED AND DOCUMENTED BY HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE, AMONG THEM 
was ANDREW JACKSON, THE 7TH PRESIDENT OF THE Шмтер States. 


IT HAPPENED IN 1818 
. NOW IT'S HAPPENING AGAIN 
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Customer Service text hotline: 0917 6095900 
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Ayala Center Cabu - (032) 231 8342 oc 324 
Market Marko - 886 7518 


E MAN 
ЗЕ кызил wae 


CARS 
ишти seats 


6 MEN: THE THE DA 
LAST STAND VINCI CODE. 


2 уне OMEN 892 


28 ao КИЙ, 1120 
reco sens 


z 


GLORIETTA 


BPI Techno Installment Madness 
Juno 


JAB Boxing Exhibit 
to 18, 2006 


Juno 23 to 25, 2006 


AYATA CENTER MARKET! MARKET! 


TAKE THE LEAD. 
эз, 630,900 1130 
Guna rg 


DM 
uultum 


CARS 


у INSIDE MAN 


THE OMEN 4 


TAKE THE LEAD. [5 хм 


CARS 


THE OMEN 


3 FAILURE TO 
LAUNCH 


TAKETHELEAD, |4 


wwiw.garfieldmovie.com 


Ayala, bises 


STARTING TODAY 
For screening schedule, pls. cali 729-7777 
MTRCB Rating: General Audlonce (G) 


Get a chance 
to meet & greet 
GARFIELD 

LIVE! 

June 14 (Wed.) & 18 (Sun.) 
at the Glorietta 4 cinemas 
PLUS! 
other surprise treats 
only at Ayala Malls Cinemas 


JAB Boxing Exhibit 
Juno 16 to 18, 2006 


Kulokablido.com Media Forum 
Juno 19, 2006 


'arispace / Pariestreet Exhibit 
"lone 110 21 | Greerbei 3 Lobby 
‘The perfect spot for concerts, stage plays а corporate events. 
1а now accepting bookings for June to July 2006 
For inquiries, pit. сай 751-7382 or 757-3862 
PAROLA; Colonial Lighthouses in the Philippines 


‘May 16 to June 18, 2008 . 
For inquiries, please сай 757-7117 to 21 loc 28 ог visit www.ayalamuseum.org 
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VIEWFINDER 


more and less 


NOW THAT SOME TV NEWS PROGRAMS ARE 
trying to do better work, its time for viewers to 
weigh in with their own inputs in this regard. 

‘What improvement do you want to see in local 
news reportage on television? Do let us know. 

As we await your suggestions, allow us to start 
with our own. Let's hope our news people on TV 
are open to these notes: 

‘TV news shows should feature more real news 
and less crime stories, scandals and show biz 
items. 

You ask: Arent crimes also legit news? The 
general crime trends, yes; individual crimes, not 
really 

The point is that some TV news shows treat in- 
dividual crime stories as capsule melodramas and 
action films, stressing their violence and emotion- 
al content. What do viewers really leam from the 
Jatest bank robbery or the umpteenth hold-up, 
car crash or cell phone theft? 

Some news shows even follow captured crimi- 
nals to the police precinct, where they are accost- 
ей by their victims, who beat them up in retalia- 
tion, while the cops cooperatively avert their gaze 
fora few seconds, 

And, in a few instances, the scenes are replete 
with embarrassingly florid “dialogue,” as a phi- 
landering husband or accused rapist begs for for- 
giveness from his victim—who in true soap-opera 
fashion, lets loose with a more livid even "aria" of 
blame and shame, 

All thisin a news program?! 

As for the scandals and show biz “news” items, 
theyre all over the newscasts, pandering gossip 
and rumor in the name of fact. 

Worse, some channels use their newscasts to 
plug the movies of their sister film companies, or 
the new TV shows oftheir mother network. 

‘This is obviously beyond (and beneath) what a 
self-respecting newscast should do, so we wonder 
why otherwise responsible and judicious news 
‘executives allow it to happen, even on their most 
“prestigious” news programs. 

And its also a wonder why viewers don't raise 
а howl over these lapses in taste and good judg- 
ment. 

Another off putting aspect of local TV news re- 
portage в field reporters inflated image of them- 
selves, Newspaper reporters don't call attention to 
themselves but TV reporters do—with a 
vengeance. The worst among them end their re- 
ports by shouting, for instance, “Ako si PROCOR- 
PIO PONTIOPILATO, nag-taulatt" 

Wow. We hope ай this ululation makes the re- 
porters day—because it certainly unmakes ours. 

Finally local TV newscasts really need to do 
more foreign news reportage. News from abroad 
may not be as popular with viewers here as local 
items, but its important for the public to know 
how the rest of the world is faring, beyond the in 
sular confines of our 7,000-plus emerald isles, 


Black-Eyed Peas 

Оп July 27, the popular Black-Eyed Peas will 
perform at Araneta Coliseum. The group, which 
indudes Fil-Am Aplddeap, has become more 
popular than ever, so its fans should groove їп. 
‘even larger numbers to its hits, like "Where Is the 
Love?" "Lets Get It Started,” "Shut Up,” "Don't 
Phunk with My Heart," "Dont Lie,” and "My 


‘The performance is 
partof the group's pro- 
mo tour for its latest al- 
bum, “Monkey Busi- 
nes” а fusion of 
dance, funk, R&B and 
sould. The album in- 
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released on original 
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the movie is about two. 
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tionship through many 
years, while seemingly 
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For ticket inquiries, please call TicketNet at 911-5555 or log on to wwwticketnet.com ph 
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THE CASCADES WORLD TOUR 2006 
JUNE 16, Fidoy 8 pm 


living macho lives as 
husbands and parents. 
‘The joys and pains 
they experience be- 
come testimonies to 
the endurance and 
power of love. 
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Too MUCH FUR 
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Brazil 


down rom a ight. You have a strong presence, both mteliectually and it- 
erai You are Brave and bold People listen o you. Personali. you need 


10 Ашей 
14 Arena level 


lot of freedom of movement. The year ahead holds marvelous, tresh. 
пен beginnings for you! 


15 Blazing 


Birthdate of Yasmine Bleeth actress: Donald Trump, businessman/TV 
producer, Che Guevera, docto/revolutionary. 


16 Sttanst 
Shankar 

17 Workaholic's 
schedule? 

20 Black gold 

21 66 and 1, eg. 

22 Mindful 

23 Birdbrain 

24 Hint for Holmes 

26 Workaholics 
schedule? 

32 Movie 
daredevitry 

33 Latest fad 

34 "Peter. 7 

35 Reagan cabinet 
member 

36 Taters 

38 Hollow tube 

39 Fancy vase 

40 Flowerpot spot 

41 Tendon 

42 Workaholic's 
schedule? 

46 — does it 

47 Ripens 

48 Pseudonym 

51 Hooks 
undering 

52 Lingerie 
purcnase 

55 Workaholic's 
schedule? 

59 Sweat outlet 

60 Expansive 

61 Florence's 
flooder 

62 Ado 
— Сапа 

64 Vilainous Uriah 


DOWN 
Bus driver on 
“The 
Simpsons” 
New Zealander 
Stagger 

Prince Valiant's 


son 
Running-back 
“Sweetness” 

6 Affront 

7 Spanish rivers 


ARIES (March 21 to 


Аий 19: Discus- 


By Philip J. Anderson 
Portland, OR 


8 Play about 


Capote 
9 "the land...” 


10 Embroidery 
jam 
11 Motten flow 


12 Айт 


13 Sup 
18 Speckled fish 


19 Food topping 


23 Protracted 


24 African nation 


25 Stool parts 


26 Video-game 


name 


27 Feeling 


remorse 


28 Wah sincerity 

29 Olfer a vew 

30 RUR^ 

iayunght 

31 Was certain 

32 "Leaving Las 
Vegas” co-star 

36 Caesar and 
Luckman 

37 Join the дате 

38 Slapstick 
ammo 

40 Secret supply 


41 Sugary 
43 Gat 
Pago 
45 Meeting 
49 Plunder 
50 Calvary 


44 From Pago 
48 Elec. units 


inscription 


51 EPA concern 

52 Dullerd 

53 Futnark letter. 

54 Perched upon 

56 Big Blue 
‘computer? 

57 FDR's Blue 
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outing 


Enge 
58 So herel 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 0 
ба. 22): The respon- 
sibires of children 
‘might weigh heavily 
on you today. Similar- 
ly, social plans look 

‘costly or like they're just t00 much 

trouble (Gone by tomorrow ) 
SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): Parents and 


PISCES (Feb. 19 10 
March 20): Don't iet 
your doubts and inner. 
amaetes get the bote 
‘of you today, especial- 


иону figures 
‘might be trying today. 
There's no pleasing 
bosses and VIPs. People are ioo 
easily спіса! today. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
mem and physical 
астму are стоса for 
your Survival. Today, 
їп turn, thes makes you worry 
(You need this lie а fish needs а 
beyce] 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
consuams might 
cause you 10 галт 
‘buying’ something. 
зо much month et at the end of 
ne money?) Later, you feel bel 
ter 
‘AQUARIUS (Jan. 2010 
Feb. 18): The Moon з 
л your sign today, but 
wm by ths evening. Ths shuts 
own “discussions with partners 
‘and close fends. Dori worry 
M tis evening. Ths feeling wil 
pass quickly (especially i you 


themi Try to avoid contact wih 
22 to Dee. 21): Opt 

however, people are pessimstcl 

* to Jan. 19): Financial. 
(Why is there always 

e it opposes stern Sat- 

about 

nak a lot ot water). 
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HOW TO PLAY 


3 
5 


Answer to provious puzzle 


SU DOKU 


Fill the grid so that every 
column, every row and every 


3x3 box contains the digits 
1109. 
Tips and program at 


6 
7 
9 


o|- o» 


PERITI 


| 


Www.sudoku.com 


Iolo 


to 
3 
2 
8 
5 
1 
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ict Tat c 


"y: 
D 
MANES panal” 


^...IT WILL ENTIRELY TOUCH 
YOUR HEART AND SOUL.” 


Andre Whe, Daly TRIBUNE 


"..ТНЕ ULTIMATE MESSAGE OF 
HOPE THAT IS GENUINE AND 
STIRRING.” -oron tucson, ruere 
"А CAPTIVATING MOVIE THAT 
MAKES YOU SMILE, LAUGH AND 


CRY.” seas Granger MODAMAG.COM 


BASED ON DAN BURNSTEIN'S 
NO. 1 NEW YORK TIMES 
BE S ES S ELL E R 


TRUTH 
OR 
LIES? 


Only 

one film 
solves out 
the puzzles 
and takes 

on the 

controversies. 


EMY AWARD 
ATHAN 
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OPENING THis WEEK 


From page A2-1 


THE FUNNIEST SCARY MOVIE OF THEM ALL! 


Garfield 2 
ари Е РЕЗЕ DUNE 2 B 


A Tail of Two Kitties 

Stars Breckin Meyer, Jennifer Love Hewitt, 
Lucy Davis. 

Diected by Tim Hill 

Based on the comic strip by Jim Davis, this se- 
quel trails the fat cat to England, where he is mis- 
taken for a look-alike royal feline who has just in- 
herited a castle. As expected, Garfield basks in 
the glory of his reign—bullying his loyal subjects. 
Buta scheming Lord Dargis plots to get rid of the 
furry hero. Joshua ‘Tyler of Cinemablend.com 
gasps: “What is amazing is that this film even ex- 
ists. The first ‘Garfield’ ... was almost universally 
panned ... The sequel takes all the elements 
from the first movie and does them again ... ex- 
cept in Europe. Irs a tried and true sequel formu- 
1а” Opens today. 


ПЕТУ FOR 13 YRAR AND UP 


iTheifourthvand final chapter ofthe trilogys 


An American Haunting 

Stars Sissy Spacek, Donald Sutherland, 
Rachel Hurd, James D'Arcy 

Directed by Courtney Solomon 

The scary thing is that this screamfest is in- 
spired by real events that occurred in Tennessee in 
the 1800s. A malevolent, unseen force terrorizes a 
teenaged girl and her rich family. Ty Burr of the 
Boston Globe complains that its “cringingly awful 
+. amateur hour all around. The script is DOA 
[It] sets the bar at a new low: It makes Blair Witch 
Project look like a masterpiece of world cinema." 
Lisa Schwarzbaum of Entertainment Weekly 


"Bury the grodge. Burn the village. See the saw.. 


ncm ame 
Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Colurnbia Pictures. 


agrees, describing it as 
а "standard, creaking, 
OPENS TODAY fake spooky ghost tory 
IN MORE 100 THEATERS NATIONWIDE 
TSS SS ALL AGES ADMITTED 


"with the unneces- 
sarily famous сай 
gamely clutching 
» awis, muske d 

RAMON "BONG" REVILLA Jr. Rae. 

AI-AI DE LAS ALAS PRECIOUS LARA QUIGAMAN 

(Ws memini 2003) The Fast and 

the Furious: 


Tokyo Drift 

Stars Lucas Black, 
Bow Wow, Sung 
Kang, Brian Tee 

Directed by Justin 
Lin 

A rebellious teener 
is sent to live with his 
tough father, a career 
military man stationed. 
in Tokyo. Quite natu- 
rally, the lad gets en- 
tangled in a web of fast 
cars and dangerous 
games. The third part 
of a lucrative franchise 
tackles фе under- 
ground spon of "drift- 
ing.” Emmanuel Levy 
of Emmanuellevycom 
reports. Levy quotes 
producer Neal Н. 
Moritz аз saying: 
“Drifting puts you in a 
trance... И% con- 
trolled chaos.” Ies de- 
scribed as "a very cine- 
matic sport ... some- 
thing thats never been 
done before on film, 
New angles and cam- 
era moves were found 
to capture the action." 
Dan Goldwasser of 
Soundtracknet.com 
opines that "the score 
is thematic ... some- 
thing that has its own 
identity—not just part 
of a franchise.” Opens 
Friday. 


INAH REVILLA 
DEEJAY DURANO: 


EUGENE DOMINGO 
'HUP EUSEBIO-JANELLE JAMER-KIRAY CELIS+AARON JUNATAS 
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hc Once But хош) 


ANDREWS and CHOKOL 
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эру мш iste 


d. —— TT C 


NOW SHOWING 


Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 
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Peso shaken, marie stirred 
Rate pegged at P53.3:$1; 
share prices close lower Ae TET 


‘Website: www.ing7money.net 


es june 13,2006 _AsofSpmjone 13,2006 he 


By Doris C. Dumlao and Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE COUNTRY YESTERDAY MARKED A DAY OF DECLINE ОМ 77 а тИ 
the business front, brought on by prospects of additional US inter- ГҮҮ. Реа коры he 
estrate hikes. = 
Share prices yesterday closed 1.82 percent 
lower, while the peso dropped to its weakest 
level of 53.33:$1 this year. 
Dealers said the downturn was made worse 
asthe market on Monday was closed fora hol- 
iday and was thus caught off-guard when 


аА Ко A LEISURE STROLL TO 


Also, the regional markets were on edge 
over reports that the United States Federal re- 
serve would increase its interest rate for the 
17th time later this month. 72 S- =) 

‘The local currency opened at 53.25 and hit an @ ein g 4 
intraday low of 53345 before dosing at 
53.33:$1, its lowest closing rate since ending at 
53.40 against the greenback on Dec. 21 last year. 

The peso, which has given up the sharp 
gains seen earlier this year, yesterday shed 16 ШЙ “SF uibus s E 
centavos from Fridays closing of 53.17 
against the greenback. 

Currency traders said the foreign exchange 
market was not at all affected by the fresh 
bomb attacks in Metro Manila as much as re- 
ports that the US Fed is expected to continue 
its two-year monetary tightening campaign. 

“The Philippines’ good fundamentals are 
being dwarfed by external factors,” said Ban- 

€ 


Good news, bad 


news in 2006 
budget passage 


‘THE GOOD NEWS IS, IF CONGRESS WERE TO 
failin passing the 2006 national budget, the na- 
Чопа! governments budget deficit could be 
trimmed to as low as P40 billion this year 

The bad news is, without the budget, plans 
to boost infrastructure spending would be de- 
railed. 

With the deficit expected to hit P40 billion. 
this year, the national government could easi- 
ly achieve a balanced budget by next year, ora 
year ahead ofits target. 

This is according to the Department of Fi- 
nance's estimates. Officials said that the na- 
tional government's fiscal position would be 
much improved if it were to operate on a 
теепастей budget. 

Under the government's fiscal program, it 
is supposed to reduce its budget deficit to 
P125 billion this year, to P63 billion next year, 
and posta balance budget by 2008. 

‘The bicameral conference committee of 
Congress failed to pass the bill on the 2006 
national budget before it entered into a recess У d 
starting this week because of the opposing E A unique and refreshing lifestyle is now here in the heart of Ortigas 
stand of the upper and lower chambers. : 

While the Lower House wants the pro- 
posed P1.053-trillion budget intact, the 
Senate wants it significantly cut to only 

mura 


GOLD: $590,30-590.80 
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T 


Center. 


Welcome to East of Galleria, a 45-storey residential tower located in 
the midst of the bustling business district. It is conveniently located 


Treasury rej ects »41-1 beside the very successful Robinsons Galleria Mall to cater to the 


residents’ daily needs. Minutes away from major roads like EDSA 


all T-bill bids and C-5, it is also within the vicinity of malls, banks, institutions and 


other major establishments. 
By Michelle V. Remo 


К H East of Galleria truly embodies the ideal of comfort and 
EVEN AFTER STAYING OUT OF THE MARKET 1 Н 
for almost a month, ће government was still ST. FRANCIS К convenience, offering the best of both worlds with the choice of 
forced to reject ай bids for Treasury bills in yes- either bi-level or loft-type units: Available in one, two and three- 


о ә bedroom units, East of Galleria assures residents of utmost privacy 
age points 

National Treasurer Omar Cruz said the 
government would rather disrupt its borrow- 
ing program than Jend to a market that was, 
at the moment, displaying very weak appetite 
for government securities. Not only were the 
banks asking for high risk premium, he said, 
they were also not offering substantial bid 
Soe анын узака 1. m = j At the heart of the busy city lies a comfortable and — 4 
committee accepted the bids for the 91-day +} j affordable home, here at East of Galleria. ^ 
"Treasury bill, йз rate could have climbed то аз f 5 3 
high as 8.7 percent or 370 basis points тоге $ : ower... “en 
than the 5 percent recorded in last month's | -r SS Aen TR CAE 
auction, 

‘The rate for the 182-day bill could have 
jumped 341.3 basis points to 9.147 percent, 
"while that for the 364-day bill could have in- 


creased by 345.1 basis points to 9406 рег | б ROBINSONS LAND 


‘The last time the BTr auctioned off govern- CORPORATION 63620868 О (092297 vy 2 + 109 DOO! 88. 


ment securities was on May 15, when it ac- ty Devel ch ; ed 640 JO 
cepted only some of the bids to avoid “absurd- aha Property Dessloper ае соке T 


ly" high interest rates. 


1 


ape AVENUE in condo living as the master's bedroom is located a level above the 


nike торт жый В 52 i dining, kitchen and living areas. High ceilings, airy atmosphere апа 
nuov ° : expansive glass windows feature breathtaking views of the Wack 


auenao AVENUE Wack Golf and Country Club as well as а multitude of f 


* vota JULIA VARGAS AVENUE 


magnificent skylines. 
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PLDT ups '06 profit target 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


EARNINGS OF THE COUNTRYS 
largest. telecommunications 
firm—excluding gains from foreign 
exchange fluctuations—will grow 
further this year, despite manage- 
тепе earlier forecast of amore mod- 
est increase. 

Speaking during the annual stock- 
holders meeting of the Philippine 
Long Distance Telephone Co. (PLDT), 
its chairman Manuel М Pangilinan 
said he expects “core earnings” to rise 
by“more than 10 percent" this year to 
P32 billion. 

Thisis slightly higher than the P31- 
billion 2006 earnings forecast he 
made early last month. 

‘The bulk of the company’s earnings 
ге expected to come from its wire- 
less business, specifically its Smart 
Communications Inc. and Pilipino 
Telephone Corp., both of which are 
leaders in their respective mobile 
phone market segments. 


Last year, PLDT earned only P29 
billion in core earnings plus close to 
PS billion in one-time gains from the 
strengthening of the peso against the 
dollar, for a net income of P34 bil- 
lion—the highest level reported by 
any Philippine company in history. 

At the same time, however, Pangili- 
man warned that the company is 
faced with the steep challenge of sus- 
taining growth as profits in the mo- 
bile phone business plateaus. 

"The greatest concern we face to- 
day is our ability to maintain sus. 
tained and steady revenue, or top- 
line, growth," he said. 

"Revenues from our wireless busi- 
ness are rising at a pace that is moder- 
ate when compared with previous 
years, as the wireless penetration 5- 
curve starts to flatten,” the PLDT 
chair added, describing the graphic 
pattern of mobile phone subscriber 
growth. 

PLDT has already begun to experi- 
ence the “challenging” operating en- 


vironment seen this year, having re- 
ported muted earnings growth in the 
first quarter. 

The company earned P8.6 billion 
in the first three months of 2006, rep- 
resenting а 7-percent decline com- 
pared to the P9.2 billion in the same 
period last year. 

In his speech, Panglinan said the 
company will invest up to $1 billion 
over the next three to four years to de- 

р new lines of business to offset the 
slowing growth in the wireless sector. 

He outlined the shift in emphasis in 
the company's revenue drivers from the 
traditional voice business to using its 

infrastructure to transmit data. 

the company has shifted the 
burden of revenue growth on its in- 
formation and communications tech- 
nology arm, ePLDT. 

Of late, the company has been on a 
buying spree, acquiring business pro- 
cess outsourcing firm SPI Technolo- 
gies and online gaming company 
PhilWeb Ine. 


Treasury rejects ... «eni 


Companies: 
YOU ONLY HAVE 


DAYS TO GO! 


You only have 7 days left in the 
30-day reprieve period given by 
the Pilipinas Anti-Piracy Team 
(PAPT) for companies to legalize 
their software. 


Come June 21, the PAPT will 
start conducting raids against 
.; companies that continue to use 
unlicensed software. 


Dont let your investments go 
down the drain by not taking 
action while there's still time. 


. Find out what's inside your 
company's PCs. Legalize all your 
software before it's too late. 


Bogus | 


Holiday Villa Court 


Hotel & Apartetie 


BAGUIO HOLIDAY 


PROMO SPECIAL! 


By deciding to cancel one ТЫШ 
and three Treasury bond auctions, 
the government gave up P13.5 bil 
lion in potential borrowings. The 
government was programmed to 
borrow РЗ billion from each ТЫШ 
auction and P3.5 billion f 

ery treasury bond bi 


ditional 
»modation. 


"Look at the offer size and you 
will see that the market does not 
want to bid. You can lead a horse 


No. 10 Legarda Road, Baguio City 
(Across Burnham Park) Tel. (074)442-6679 
Fax No. (074H443-5803 

Manila Office: 1205 Antel 2000 

121 Valero St. Salcedo Village, Makati City 
Tel. No. 750-2507/889-7827 to 28 

Fax No. 889-7829 

E-mail: baguioholldayié yahoo.com.ph 


to the water, but you can't force it 
to drink,” Cruz told reporters af- 
teryesterday's failed auction. 

He said the auction committee. 
could have agreed to accept high- 
er interest rates if these were 
matched with high volume of 
bids. 


Cruz noted that volume of bids 


CBRE 


CB RICHARD ELLIS 
INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES 


for the 91-day bill reached only 
P950 million, lower than the gov- 
emment’s supposed Pl-billion 
debt offering 


Good news ... 


FOR SALE/LEASE 


P1.027 trillion. 

The Senate did not approve of 
the budget allocated for the al- 
leged pork barrel projects "Kilos 
Asenso Movement" and th 
Kalayaan Barangay Program, 
which the executive branch said 
were developmental initiatives 
that include infrastructure-en- 
hancement programs. 


BRGY. BANGKAL, MAKATI CITY 


Main frontage clong Apclinorio Street 


Lot Area - 9,527 sq.m. 

GFA - 36,670 sq.m. 

Formerly occupied by a multinational 
‘company for light Industrial purposes 
Excellent infrastructure & large 
floorplates 

‘Strong potential for redevelopment 
3-5 minute walk to EDSA 

View to offer 


752 2595/752-2580 
0920-927-4824 
Trent, Joey, Jane 


‘The failure of Congress to pass 
the proposed budget meant that 
the national government would 
have to operate using its 2005 
budget, which programmed gov- 
ernment expenditures at only 
P918.62 billion. 

Finance Undersecretary Gil 
Beltran said that if the govem- 
ment this year would operate us- 
ing the 2005 budget, then it 
would trim down its borrowing 
program by about P85 billion. 
This, in turn, would also result in 
P6 billion worth of savings from 


Peso shaken .. 


co de Oro Universal Bank strategist Jonathan 


NOTICE TO ALL BUSINESS NAME REGISTRANTS 


PURSUANT TO SECTION 12 A) OF DEPARTUENT ADMINISTRATIVE OD 


SERES OF 100 THE DEPARTMENT 


ALL BOSE SS NAA RE 


UNDER THE BUSINESS NAME LAW (ACT NO 3883). AS AMENDED. OWNERS OR 
PROPRIETORS SHOULD RENEW THEIR BUSINESS NAME REGISTRATION UPON 


EXPIRATION THEREOF 


ТМЗ ANNOUNCEMENT SERVES AS A FORMAL NOTICE TO ALL CONCERNED. 


FOR STRICT COMPUANCE 


(So) VETORIO MARIO A OMEAGIBA 
Mi: Brce 


(Ob June t4 2000) 


AGE ANO NOUSTRY THROUGH THE BUREAU. 
PROTECTION CANCEL S FROM THE RECORD 
чын EXPRED AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2008 


While the government is faced 
with the difficulty of raising cash 
domestically, it likewise could not 
immediately go to the interna- 
tional market for borrowings as 
interest rates overseas are also 
rising. 

"No issuer in its right mind 
would enter the market at this 
time because of uncertainty" Cruz 
sid. He noted that Indonesia 
backed out from its earlier plan to 
raise $200 million offshore be- 
cause of high interest rates sought 
by the international market. 

Cruz said the BTr could still af- 
ford to reject yesterday's bids 
with the national government's 
still healthy cash position. 

The unsteady foreign market is 
blamed on the increasing US in- 
terest rate, which has made bonds 
of emerging economies like the 
Philippines less attractive. 


From pageB! 


interest payments. 

He said reducing the budget 
deficit earlier than schedule 
would have a positive impact on 
the country’s credit standing, as 
credit rating agencies base their 
assessments on the government's 
fiscal position. 

But if the Arroyo administra- 
tion's economic managers would 
have their way, they would still 
insist on having the proposed 
2006 budget approved because of 
the need to pump-prime the 
economy through higher spend- 
ing for infrastructure. 

“The economic managers noted 
that while neighboring countries’ 
infrastructure spending stands at 
an amount equivalent to over 5 
percent of their gross domestic 
products, the Philippines has 
lagged behind with only a 2-per- 
cent capital outlay-to-GDP ratio. 

Michelle V Remo 


+ From page BI 


Ravelas. “US interest rates have continued to 
rise, but are still below historic highs, so 
there's still room to head in that direction.” 


ко 1s 


Ravelas noted that ће US Fed's overnight 
rates had peaked at 6.75 percent in the 1970s. 
‘AUS Fed official earlier indicated that he was 
no longer comfortable with the inflation rate in 
the world's largest economy, boosting expecta- 


tions that another quarter percentage hike 


could be inevitable during the next US Fed 
Open Market Committee meeting on June 29. 
Ravelas noted that the Japanese yen and 


the euro had already tumbled against the US 


dollar over 
creases by the US Fed would make the green- 


ht, as further interest rate in- 


back more attractive 
‘Given the fact that [the Bangko Sentral ng 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
1598 M H бы Рем come Dx. J. Quntos узе. Maisie. Manda 
"el. Nos. 5220000. 528-0100 connactng al departments 


Convenor o арду lor анау and io be 


INVITATION TOAPPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY ANDTOBID 


The Land Bank ofthe Phippines invites supplorsimanulacturriderrbulors 
the praeci ns siaod баон 
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saring June 7, 2008 upon payment of non 


The Bi Documents shal be svalatio at the General! Services Department 
роза feo 7000100 above 


The Pre-Bid Conference shal bo hod at GSD Conference Room, 25th Foor, 
TANDSANK Plaza, 1508 М. Н. del Plar St, Мао, Mania. 


Pilipinas) won't raise interest rates for now, 
investors see th 
Ravelas said. 

But British bank Standard Chartered expects 
the BSP to hike its overnight borrowing rate by 
а quarter percentage to peak at 7.75 percent in 
the third quarter, given the country’s strong 
consumer spending and liquidity growth, 

‘The BSP has kept its overnight borrowing 
rate at 7.5 percent since October last year, af- 
чє ter tightening its key policy rates for a total of 

75 basis points in 2005 on top of a two-per- 
centage increase in the reserve requirement, 

At the Philippine Stock Exchange, the com- 
posite index lost 39.21 points at 2,120.29 points 
after trading between 2,111.55 and 2,159.50. 

This was the composite index's lowest close 
in more than three months when, on March 
13, it closed at 2,121.76, 

Volume stood at 1.65 billion shares worth 


US dollar as a safe haven,” 


‘The bidders shal crop thet duly accomplished sigisity requroments technica! 
ard галош proposas m foo eeperao seaiod envelopes in 1e Did Box located 
Stine snovereriones Baross 


1.94 billion ($36.5 million). 

The broader all-shares index fell 20.30 
|] points to 1,348.34, with all the sub-indices 
Formore оттап. pioase cel he LSP-Reaustions MenapomentDivisonat || Pore in the red. 

{Sopra nos. 551-2200 locas 2482, 2453, 1253 & 7234 falling in the ге 
р ы Losers led gainers 77 to 15, while 30 stocks 
LANDBANK reserves е rghit 1o accep or eect any Bid to smut таме И vere unchanged. 


Process, sad o rect a Б a гор tme pror сопова award, witout ў 
оооу incomng any tabaty ю tho ойөдев зоол) ‘Analysts said the local stock market this 
week would be held hostage by trends in 


global markets. With a report from AFP 


© # 


OPTICAL PHILIPPINE 
MEDIA BOARD. NATIONAL POLICE 


NATIONAL 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


(PO Desa T& 14.2006) 
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EQUITABLE PCIBANK CANCELLED TODAY'S 
scheduled board meeting to give more time 
for its lawyers to study the implications of the 
Supreme Court decision ordering the bank to 
return the board seat of its former vice chair, 
Ferdinand Martin Romualdez. 

Stung by the chastisement it received 
from the high tribunal, the Presidential 
Commission on Good Government in tum 
issued a press release claiming Romualdez 
had “questionably” withdrawn P137 million 
from an Equitable PCIBank account lodged 
under the still sequestered Romualdez cor- 
poration. 

According to the 
mualdezes have any- 
where between P600 
million and P1 billion 
їп deposits locked in. 
the bank, from origi- 
mal deposits in the 
then PCIBank that 
had ^ compounded 
since 1986. 

The PCGG claimed 
Romualdez with- 
drew P137 million 
out of that amount in 
October 2005, when 
the later briefly 
served as bank chair 

The banks corpo- 
rate secretary at that 
time, Pelagio Ri- 
calde, a former SEC 
official, had opined 
that, in the light of a 
number of Supreme 
Court decisions оп 
sequestration, there 
was no more legal 
impediment for the 
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© integrated MSR 
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POS Equipments & Porlphorals. 


OFFICE 


GALCULATOR CURRENCY COUNTER 
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BUSINESS 
P1-B Equitable question 


CockrALES 


Victor C. Agustin 


his family’s 7.13-percent stake in last топе 
shareholders’ meeting, 

That PCGG action and the Sandigan- 
bayan's "farce" decision, the Supreme Court 
ruled last week, were “tantamount to abuse of 
judicial process." 


LCD Integrated Touch 
Sereen POS Terminal 
(PT - 6800) 


* All in one compact POS Terminal 
© 15" LCD touch seraon 


* Oplionel Customer Display - 


circa 


Imager 
Г [1 ка 


pon. 


iam C enso тыз 


Canon 


Money-go-round 
* THE LANDMARK Bonuan Seafoods 
Restaurant in Baguio has closed down, like 
other family-owned restaurants and small 
shops in the Pines City whose patronage has 
dwindled, so the owner tells friends, ever 
since the crowd-drawing SM mall opened. 

* DESPITE the onset of the low season, 


COCKTALES/ B6 


DOUBLE.” CHECK 
DIABETES 


s SIMPLY AND ACCURATELY 
PRESTIGE 
GLUCOSE METER 
* Blood Glucose 
‘Monitoring System 
* Reads MMOL/L or MG/DL 
+ Accepts Trade-In 


Z FAR EAST MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 


мили oF ASIA] sm мевамди [sm напти ensa 
зай Pesting |^'aa5-043à ^| 453-3326 _ 
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withdrawal. 
The 


was 


withdrawal 5 


шей by the 
PCGG to ask the 
Sandiganbayan to 
prevent Romualdez, 
son of former Ambas- 
sador and Leyte Gov. 
Benjamin Ro- 
mualdez, from voting 


MACHINES. INC. 
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3465 Golden Bulging. 
E Rodngusz Sr Ave 


MY SHREDDER RANGE 


му 0008c ree MY 2000 8С СО MY 3000 SC cc] 


=с-РВ 950 
E33 


ku 


CC. P18 350 СС P28 950, 


olivetti 
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EMI: 


WAREHOUSE SALE | 


June 14 to June 21, 2006 


‚. REFRIGERATORS 

j. SAMPLE PRICE LISTS only |; 
-Regular Pres SALE PRICE 

{op Mound white ssaa! £24,950, Р 16.950. | 

[|Top Mount White +в шл, Ё—29:050,_ Р 19,950. |, 

ынк | Side by Side White” P"169;950. Р 95,950. 
Far more ormai cinia? 
CORDON COMMERCIAL CORPORATION 


M. Groshfiald KM 14, Marvllo Accoss Road, Morvilo, Paranaque City 


"relaphono Мов (02) 8211805 to 06 


Get more 
value for 
your 


Interest Rates % 
30 days to 3 years 


4.500 
5.250 
5.500 
5.750 
6.000 


Deposit Amount 
In Pesos 


100,000 - 499,999 
| 500,000 - 999,999 

1.0MM - 4.99MM 

5.0MM ~ 9.99MM 
L.10.0MM and up 


Place 
your money 
in Time 
Deposit 


2, 2,2 or 3-year term cement ойе; monthly eredt of Interest 
^ Ratus ae on per banue basis and net of documentary stamp taxes 


Text PSBANK PTO <your name> <landline no. 
391-722 for Smart of 0917-8902327 for Globe and other networks. 


sa bagong Fuso Canter! 


Dahil lumalaki na ang iyong negosyo, Fuso Canter ang kailangan mo. May lakas ng 3.9 liter 
4034-2А Euro Complaint diesel engine na maasahan sa mga bigating kargahan. Siguradong laging 
nasa kondisyon with parts and service support readily available at ай Mistubishi dealers nationwide. 
Sa magarang delivery truck mo, safe lagi ang kargada at walang downtime kaya satisfied lagi ang 
customer. Huwag nang magls sa lumang truck, mag-Fuso Canter ka na. 


Low Monthly Plans 


402,500 | 
463,000 


FUSO 
FE 519 ma 
FE 610 sromu | 926,000 


151,000 


00 | 57,184 
169,200, 


65,779 


39,138 
45,021 


30,616 | 
35,218 


17,460. 


TN 4,064 
20,084 


39,705 


21,818 
25,097 


FE $19 mar Орли Rew боуп) оса Prot may vary rn actuat unit: 
So your попов! Mitsubishi desler now! 


In Loving Memory 


On the 3rd Death Anniversary of 


lexandra "Ria" P. Roque 


оп June 14, 2006 


i The Holy sacrifice of the Mass will be offered toda lowing churches: 
25" Death Anniversary of ` n ке ре кансыз OR 
Chapel of St. Thomas More (Ateneo-Rockwel). аавв 
} Sacred Heart Parish. Kamuning 
Dr. Manuel S. Naomi Sin fie Sore feat Maka Gig 
Nisin Schr De Gracia Parisis Guadalupe Мер, Майа iy 
Immaculate Conception Parish, Antipolo Cathedral $ 
E S St John Mary Vianney Parish, Antipolo City ў 
nverga, of. St Jerome Emiliani & St. Susana Parish, Ayala Alabang Village —. 
San Agustin Chapel, Dasmariñas Village, Makati CRY а.а 
June 14, 2006 St. Alphonsus Mary De Liguori Parish, Magallanes... 

Ь Christ the King Parish, Green Meadows, Quezon Cii... 
Mary the Queen Parish, Отзыв 
Sia Teresita Church, Kanlaon, Quezon Ciy. 
Sio. Domingo Church, Quezon Blv Quezon Ci 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Kanlaon, Quezon City 
балсо De San Jose Greenhills, Mandaluyong Cty 
Si. John Bosco Parish. Makali Ci. 
Sancta Maria Siella Orientis Oratory 
Blessed Sacrament Fathers & Brothers (Sia. Cruz Church), Manila 
Minor Basilica of the Black Nazarene, зиро, Manila —. 
Manila Metropolitan Cathedral-Basilica 
Schedule of Masses j К E Sanctuario de San Antonio Parish, Forbes Park... 
А Shrine of Mary, Queen of Peace (Our Lady of Edsa), Quezon Cily —.. 

fp 520A] St. Jude Parish Church, Cotta, Lucena City [тз yr imei borers 
St. Ferdinand Cathedral Parish Church, Lucena City Parish of the Holy Sacrifice (U.P) Diliman, Quezon City 
‘Sta. Maria Della Strada Parish, Katipunan Rd., Quezon City 

St. Isidore Parish Church, Red-V, Lucena City gag Saints Peter & Paul Parish. 


Xu Si John the Baptist Parish, Pinaglabanan St., San Juan 
San Buenaventura Parish Church, Mauban, Quezon EA SL Andrew he Aponle Parish, Bel-Air II, Makati Ciy 


Parish of St. James the Great, Ayala Alabang Village... 6:30 рп 
San Pedro Bautista Parish Church, Candelaria, Quezon 3 m Be 
St Jerome Bailar Parih, Ayala Alsbang Village, Mntiniupa City ]* Her family requests relatives and friends to remember her in their prayers. 


St. James the Great Parish, Ayala Alabang Village, Muntinlupa City ] Sere ee 
St. Alphonsus Mary de Liguori Church, Magallanes Village, Makati City 
St. Vincent Parish Church, Sampaloc, Quezon 

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Church, San Antonio, Quezon 
University Gymnasium, MSEUF Campus, University Site, Lucena City 


Immaculate Conception Parish Church, Catanauan, Quezon | || God saw you getting tired, When a cure was not to be. 
San Buenaventura Parish Church, Minbar, Quezon So he wrapped His arms around you, And whispered, 

“Come to Me”. You didn't deserve what you went through, 
Holy Face of Jesus, Sta. Veronica Church, University Site, Lucena City So He gave you rest. 


St. Ferdinand Cathedral Parish Church, Lucena City 


St. Jerome Emiliani Parish, Ayala Alabang Village, Muntinlupa City JOCELYN GURA N G (9) HIZ О N 


St. James the Great Parish, Ayala Alabang Village, Muntinlupa City Paced шуй йе Croce of Ju Lon 


on June 13, 2006 at the age of 57. 


Her loving husband, Servando; children Cleo, Joseph & Avamarie; 
ЛЕ the Resurrection end Tile | grandchild Zeus Felix; mother Patricia; mother-in-law Juliana: brothers and 
He who believes in Me will live, sisters-in-law request the pious readers to pray for the family for we are sure 


Even though he dies and whoever that our beloved Jocelyn is now dwelling in the house of the Lord. 
beli м ill die." 
ЕЕ Her remains lie in state at the Jose Rizal Chapel, La Funeraria Paz-Sucat 


(inside Manila Memorial Park) Sucat, Parafiaque City. 


Interment will be on Saturday, June 17, 2006 after the 10:00 a.m. Mass at 
the Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque. 


D D | 
My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from Him; 
Й He alone is my rock and my salvation; Не is fortress, 


1 will never be shaken. 


(May 19, 1931 — June 12, 2006) Psalm 62:1 


Our Dearly Beloved 


Now peacefully rests in the infinite = = Se 
Grace and Goodness of the Lord at the age of 75. 


His loving wife Carmen, children and daughters-in-law 
PC Captain Joseph (+) and Joy, PSSUPT Dindo & Maridee, ОСОРЕ 
Rock & Judy, Dr. Allan, PSUPT Rainier & Lolit, | IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY (CICM) 

Jeffrey & Marge, grandchildren, relatives and friends, s 
request the pious readers to pray for the 


eternal repose of his soul. REV. FR. GERARD BRAECKMAN, ССМ 


His body lies in state at the Presidential Suite, born in Lochristi, East Flanders, Belgium on May 22, 1931, 
Loyola Memorial Chapels, Guadalupe, Makati City. ID fee ек 
Interment will be on June 18, 2006, Sunday He was in charge of the Biology Laboratory of St. Louis University Baguio City from 1967-1968. 
He mas Dean ofthe College of Natural Sciences of the some University from 1968-1998. 
at the Manila Memorial Park, Sucat te as йе Dici пе Pat Propagation Laboratory oft same Unters m 199 Ш. 


after the 9:00 a.m. Holy Mass. the time of his еей. 


requests your prayers for 


His remains lie in state at the 
Chapel of Home Sweet Home, Baguio City. 
Interment will be оп Thursday, June 15, 2006, 
at the CICM Cemetery at the Maryhurst Seminary, Baguio City, 
alter the 9:00 А.М. Mass of the Resurrection 


one М er PESCE 
І Dr. Claudette Cecilia Magadia-Aguilow j tobe Se 


PLEASE PRAY TO THE LORD FOR HIS ETERNAL REPOSE. 


Died in the Grace of our Lord 

оп June 12, 2006 at the age of 45. 2 Corinthians 5:8 

Her bereaved husband Dennis; mother Elvessa; siblings Bess, Atoy & Marivic, 

Leo & Zeny, Charo & Jolly, P.L & Paulette, Elvis, nephews & nieces, in-laws, relatives 
and friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


н 1 Chapel 2B, Nacional Memorial Homes, Araneta Av Оаа 
Quezon City шй Wednesday June 14,2006 and wil! be vansferred 10 Naujan, Ona Classified Ads 10th gear Death Arniversary of. X 


Mindoro. 


setts wil о Sunday, fn 18, 20 air ве 1:30 рл. Mass и e Sn on pages A15, А19. PEDRO “PETE” 
shes ETE] 82, Bb &B7 R. NARVASA 


14 Apni 1928 — 14 June 1996 
Holy Masses wil be offered today at 6:00 in the evening in the folowing Churches: 


[ 3 NATIONAL SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
В LA FUNERARIA Р, INC Message of hanks Xanlaon corner N-S. Amoranto Sweets, Quezon Cty 
AZ, ; NATIONAL SHRINE OF THE MOST HOLY ROSARY 
1 2: "| " ‘Sto. Domingo Church, & 537 Quezon Avenue, Quezon City 
T. Nos: б.с: 712-301 + 743-4502; Mis 711-6931 t0 35 FEDERICO “FRITZ” VILLARIN MUNOZ NATIONAL SHRINE OFTHE SACRED ИТ 
~ 4 Sacred neart Street corner Kamagong, San Antono Vilage, Nai 
шуста May 2, 1952 - May 22, 2006 олко э есте У 
а wil mai Avenue comer Amorsolo Stree, Makati Cty 
hg Ss ee eee His wife Amie, children and grandchildren, A. raiz Avenue corner Amorsolo Street, Mal 
SARMENTO, SR. ety | "ipm Mem | дашы. тойс Jonan "Pem" Monon, Grothe aad serus ST. ALFONSUS MARY DE LIGUORI PARISH CHURCH 


: 3 Humabos Place, Magallanes Vilage, Makati Oty 
wish to convey their heartfelt thanks to all 
2e 


ATTY. LUIS SALVADOR | пропа Спора | une 1, 2008 te tne | Loy temana Part A я 
CAPULONG Quezon Cty. $002 Mass Mastna Cay who condoled with them in their hour 


of bereavement. 


ST. ANDREW THE APOSTLE PARISH CHURCH 
н. Garcia corner Neptune Streets, Be-Ar П, Makati Cty 


Its ишу Kindly requests all readers to remember 
hum an their prayers. 
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DISCLOSURES 


RIZALINO S. Navarro, Perry Y. Uy, Roberto Jose L. Castillo, Helen Y. Dee. 
Samson C. Lazo and Ernesto S. de Castro were elected directors of EEI 
Corp. last June 9. Elected independent directors were Roberto F. de 
‘Ocampo, Teodoro Q. Peña and Wilfrido Е. Sanchez. 

THE BOARD of directors of Empire East Land Holdings Inc. re-elected Ar 
drew L. Tan as chairman and Gerardo C. Garcia as vice chairman yesterday. 
‘SOUTH China Resources Inc. has disclosed the re-election of Edgardo P. 
Reyes, Wilfrido P. Reyes, Belen R. Castro and Francisco M. Ortigas Ill as 
directors of the company. Felipe U. Yap, on the other hand, has been re- 
elected as an independent director. Meanwhile, Sycip Gorres Velayo & 
Co. has been re-appointed as external auditor for 2006. Compiled by Kate 
Pedroso, PDI Research 
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United States Dolar 0794218 
Jaan Yen 000697 
United Kingdom Рош 1463903 
Hong Kong, Dolar 0.102336 
Sutzertand Franc 0.643978 
Canada. Dolar 0722673 
Singapore Dolar 0.498036. 
Асида Dolar 0.563675. 
Bahrain Dinar* 2107852 
Saudi Arabia па 0211774 
Brunel Dolar 0496479 
Indonesia Rupiah 0.000084 
Thailand Bant 0.020672 
ШЕ Dirham 0.216237 
Ewo Euro 1000000 
ArgentinaPeso 0.257863. 0324878 
БЛ Real 0.349953 
Denmark Kroner 0134188 
India Rupes 0.017375. 
Malaysia Ringgit 0216173: 
Mexico Now Peso 0.069425 
‘Now Zealand Dolar 0.500106 
Norway Kroner 0.126492 
Pakistán. Rupes 0013215 
South Africa Rand 0.117644 
Korea Won 0.000830 
Sweden Kroner 0.108141 
$упа Pound 0.015300 
Tawan M Dollar 0.024433 
Vonezvela Bolivar 0000370 
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0030764 
0000466 
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SMIC absorbs 


supermarkets 
Share swap valued at P13B 


By Elizabeth L. 
Sanchez 


SM INVESTMENTS 
Corp. of taipan 
Henry Sy Sr. will ab- 
sorb its supermar. 
ket and hypermar- 
ket businesses 
through а share 
swap deal valued at 
roughly P12.5-P13 
billion. 

SMIC executive 
vice president Jose 
Sio said in a disclo- 
sure to the Philip- 
pine Stock Exchange 
yesterday that SMIC 
has agreed to trans- 
fer 56 million 
shares, representing 
around 9.6 percent 
ofits expanded capi- 
tal stock, to super- 
market chain Super- 
value Inc. (SM Su- 
permarkets) and hy- 
permarket operator 
Super Shopping 
Markets Inc. (SM 
Hypermarkets). 

In retum, SMIC 
will get 100 percent 
of SM Supermarkets 
and 81 percent of SM 
Hypermarkets. 

‘The remaining 19 
percent in SM Hyper- 
markets is held by 
SM Supermarkets. 

SMIC ^ acquired 
these key retail for- 
mats to boost the val- 


ue of its shares and 
expand retail rev- 
enues. 

Once folded into 
SMIC, these retail op- 
erations are expected 
to contribute РІЛ 
billion in additional 
income to the hold- 
ingfim. 

A hypermarket 
refers to retail outlets 
around 10,000 
square meters їп 
floor size that com- 
bine a wet market, 
supermarket and dis- 
count store. 

The SM Group 
runs five hypermar- 
kets in Metro Manila 
and one each in Mari- 
lao, Bulacan and 
Molino, Cavite. 

SM plans to open 
at least four more hy- 
permarkets this year, 
at Mall of Asia along 
the Manila Bay area, 
SM Clark in Pampan- 
ga, Frontera Verde 
along CS near the 
Tiendesitas market, 
and at North Edsa be- 
side SM City. 

А supermarket, on 
the other hand, are 
smaller outlets with 
ап average floor 
space of 8,000 square 
meters 

The SM Group cur. 
rently operates 25 su- 
permarkets and will 


open two to three 
more this year. 

SMIC was earlier 
in talks with the Fung 
Family of United Su- 
permarket Group for 
the latter to buy its 
shares in the super- 
market and hyper- 
market businesses. 

Aside from retail, 
SMIC has interests in 
banking and finan- 
cial services, real es- 
tate — development 
and tourism. 


.E*H 


PLANTERSBANK. 


Eremium 


8.5%* FIXED INTEREST p.a., TAX-FREE! 
Only P50,000.00 minimum deposit. 
+ Interest earned monthly and automatically deposited to 
а separate account for easy access 


+ FREE personal accident insurance coverage for two times 
the deposit (up to P1 milion)** 


+ Borrow 80% of deposit amount 
meine by Om aurai rtf hee 


Col Panerbork Dent at 02) 812 5325 oma vloQportsbankcom ph 
‘rat any Paraben ramen oar yo 


H ® A ing S: і 
QuickBooks? 201079591, 


Business Finance Management Made Easy! 


Quick and Easy Way to 
Manage your Business 


Call us now at 


533-1562 


533-3612.— 


Features and Benefits: 
+ Mult-company reporting! 
+ Statement of cash flow!2? 
+ Unis of moasuro't? 
* Track stock assembiy(rished goods)! 
* Muli-curency accounting"? 
* Customise pnce leves? 
+ Progress bling 
+ бри payments 
+ Fixed asset tracker? 
+ Audi company Пе 
+ Industry specific editions? 
Calculate ond rack VAT 
+ Manage profi centers 
у $ + Easy forms-based interface 
+ Seamless Integration to QuickBooks POS. 


Call Now!!! And See What | 
You've Been Missing 
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Ds Dor DOS DOR GET VEU и ban 


Lenovo recommends Windows? XP Professional. 


Centrind 
Do E 


MANN ITY. DEEN, THE ARI ITY TO CONNECT. 


TOP WHEN THE PRFSSIRE IS ON. 


AND THE WHOL к WORI D IS WATCHING, 


For many small businesses, i's ай about performing 
^n ihe run. Enter the Lenovo 3000 N100 Notebook 
with Intel® Centrino® Duo Mobile Technology. I 

гал mprova your абу to connect, collaborate and 

‘succeed on the go. Its about exceling under pressure 
when the whole world is walching, 


Introducing the Lenovo 3000 N100 
itiots you connect wirelessly with ease and confidence. 
{supports high-defintion video and audio on-the-go, 
ILhes a fingerprint reader for even tighter security. 
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full-flavored tobacco leaves with lower 
nicotine content has brought a team from 
cigarette manufacturer Philip Morris Philip- 
pines Manufacturing Inc. to the hinterlands of 


Т BENGUET—THE SEARCH FOR 


‘Tobacco grown in the lowlands suffers from poor quality be- 
cause of higher soil salinity and “unacceptable farm management 
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practices," according to.Philip Morris's 
contracted domestic leaf buyer 
‘Trans-Manila Inc. 


‘Across Burnham Park 
Kisad Road 
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"Farmers in llocos and Pangasinan 
were rampantly using unacceptable 
farm management practices such as the 
improper use of inorganic fertilizers, 


P13,000/mo 


915-0055 


0920-6014088 


particularly chlorine-based commercial 
fertilizer varieties,” explains 
‘Trans-Manila Inc's vice president 
Matthew Diong in an interview. 
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This has brought down the quality of 
Philippine tobacco to mere “fillers” for 
cigarettes locally manufactured by 
Philip Morris. 

"This was heartbreaking for tobacco 
farmers in the lower plains because to- 
bacco has been grown in the Philippines 
since the Spanish colonial period in the 
18th century” Diong notes. 

То revive the local tobacco industry, 
‘Trans-Manila and Philip Morris started a 
project meant to upgrade the “agro- 
nomic skills” of upland vegetable farm- 
ersin planting tobacco. 
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Upland farming 

Combined efforts of international 
agronomists from Philip Morris, 
‘Trans-Manila and local agriculturists 
from the National Tobacco Administra- 
tion (NTA) and the Benguet provincial 
agriculture office gave birth to the idea 
of growing tobacco in upland areas. 

Diong said their technical team has 
devised a scheme for growing tobacco 
in the mountains, particularly in 
Benguet, after extensive research to de- 
termine suitable crop management 
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ргойцсеѕ аһго in its upland areas. 


practices on the hilly terrain. 

Results of soil tests and other re- 
search on growing tobacco in the high- 
lands were encouraging enough to justi- 
fy the establishment of a tobacco train- 
ing center in the area 

“We found away to resuscitate the 
ailing local tobacco production sector,” 
Diong recalls. “The results show that we 
could grow the kind of high-quality ex- 
port tobacco leaf that Brazil produces 
also in their upland areas." 

"The weather here, the зой condi- 
tions, the temperature are suitable for 
tobacco farming,” he added. “The next 
step for us was to convince the veg- 
etable farmers to grow tobacco, which 
was not too difficult under the circun 
stances.” 

The first beneficiaries of the training 
school were Ibaloi farmers who kn 
nothing about tobacco farming 

‘Today many of them are also teach- 
ing other farmers the proper way of 
growing upland tobacro. 

"Planting tobacco is not easy" says 

an, a local beneficiary of 
the program. “It’s more challenging 
compared to planting crops like Baguio 
beans and carrots, but we are realizing 
good incomes and we intend to contin 


earnings of upland farme 


HIGH grade tobacco leaves from upland farms prodi 


sweeten taste of cigarettes 


vored tobacco, which have lower nico- 
tine content and higher sugar content, 
making them more aromatic. 

“The varieties planted upland are far 
superior to the fillestobacco varieties 
grown in the lowlands and can fetch 


premium prices," notes Diong. 

At the same time, agronomists em- 
phasize to farmers the importance of 
producing quality tobacco using 
more 


ue planting it and use it also as a hedge 
to keep prices of vegetables profitable. 
forus.” 

Mat-an notes that the high quality to- 
bacco leaves they harvest command a 
price of PSO to P70 per kilo, compared 
to the low-grade tobacco that they used 
to sell for P20 to P30 per kilo. 

This encouraged other farmers to join 
the training program. 


Orienting farmers 
Last month, another set of 50 
various villages around the province 


completed six months of training 
оп tobacco growing, 


environment-friendly farm 
practices. 

They are taught the latest tech- 
niques in preparing seed beds, trans- 
planting the seedlings as well as cur- 
ing and classifying leaves. They are 
also taught how to construct a 
cost-effective curing barn 

One of the critical components of the 
training program is the Tobacco Identity 
Preservation Program (TIPP), which es- 
sentially advocates the planting only: of 

certified tobacco seeds and absolute- 


ly discourages the use of all genet- 
gg il modified tobacco seeds, if 
farmers from nearby Trinidad and е 7% 9) 


these are available. 
Under the TIPR farmers are 
taught not to repeat the 
bad practices of low- 


making them 
the hii A 
group of veg. Y 
erable 4 
growers to 
graduate 

from 

country's firs 
tobacco train 
ing center. 


land farms, which 
led to the deterio- 
Tation of tobacco 
quality 
Afer the first 
year of the project, 
about 40 tons of 
tobacco меге 
harvested from 
ж the pilot farms. 
‘During ылу This doubled to 
training. farmers ale oriented WM... 0 rons in 2005. 
about the advantages of grow- DIONG with newly This year, produc- 
ing better varieties of fullla- harvested tobaccoleaves tionis projected to be. 
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with more farmers going 
farming as a profitable al- 


the support of the gov- 
he private sector, and the 
lemselves, this training 
lecome a success,” said 
ris managing director 
һа during the program's 
rites. 


g partnership 

iat the tobacco company 
ited to buy all of the 
duce that meet its quality 
ielson said, “It is this part- 
ch will allow the produc- 
h quality tobacco in the 


so very impressed with the 
pland tobacco grown here 
Li farmers Philip Morris will 
parket for their products if 
le to commit to good agri- 


[ке over vegetable farming 
h source of income, but we 
lem that they could plant a 
ommercial alternative crop. 
llow them to raise their in- 
have a steady livelihood 
he year,” Nelson said. 

то Diong, this continuing 
hmong government author- 
ate sector and the farmers 
hat the local tobacco indus- 
елле challenges facing it. 
ippine tobacco industry] is 
dustry as widely perceived 
|dergoing а very positive 
nr he notes. “Farmers are 
| ovrimportant quality is.” 


cktales 


AI 

hotels are still charging 
2,000 per night, at par or 
[ег than similar class ho- 
Metro Manila. 

hiis strange, since Baguio 
lave lower labor costs and 
hndills to worry about. 

IE BAGUIO vacation home 
hmily of Manuel L. Quezon 
атда Road is being tom 

give way to a mixed-use 
mium, The Burnham 
he property has long been 
by businessman Henry G. 
ho was in the news lately in 
ien with his leasehold fight 
Semirara Coal Corp. 


THIS WEEK, 1 SIGNED ON FOR A FOURTH 
year to write the MR. BEARBULL column, so I 
guess some people still read it. Anyway, the 
Inquire is very worried about the number of 
Journalists getting killed so from now on, all 
reporters and columnists have to agree to 
wear a wrap-around KEVLAR bullet-proof 
vest, day and night. 

Have you every tried taking a shower in a 
bullet-proof vest? It's awful, and as for love- 
making, forget it. 

also had to choose between having а 6'5” 
bodyguard with me constantly or carrying a 
gun. I chose the latter so they offered me an 
UZI sub-machine gun, a GLOCK or a SIG 
SAUER. 

As have never handled a gun in my life, I 
had to decide between a GLOCK, to tell the 
time, ora SIG SAUER, which I presume, was 
а Filipino version of the German sauerkraut. 
In the end, 1 chose a bazooka and I can de- 
stroy a tank from 100 yards. I am an excel- 
lent marksman. I excelled at triggernometry. 

Ап old married couple of 50 years were 
having breakfast together. Suddenly, the old 
man said, “It's our golden wedding anniver- 
sary, Lets pretend we are newly-weds,” and 
they stripped to the waist. 

"The old woman said, "Do you know my 
nipples feel just as hot for you as they did 50 
years ago." ^I am not surprised, said the old 
man. “One is in your coffee and the other in 
your oatmeal.” 

In 1988, Neil Simon wrote a famous play 
called BILOXI BLUES. I have simply upe 
ed it to bring it in line with current events. 
Poor BERNANKE, he took over from 
GREENSPAN as FEDERAL RESERVE chair 
ata time when he is faced with a near-im- 
possible task. 


Bernanke Blues 


Mr. BEARBULL 
imd 


Ron Nathan 


On the one hand, the economy appears 
to be slowing, but not too much should be 
read into one month’s data. On the other, 
the three-month and six-month readings 
have “reached a level that, if sustained, 
would be at or above the upper end of the 
range that many economists, including my- 
self, would consider consistent with price 
stability and the promotion of the long-run 
growth.” 

In simple English, the inflation rate is too 
high. 

He continued: "The FED will be vigilant to 
ensure that the recent pattern of elevated 
monthly core inflation readings is not sus- 
tained. The FED must continue to resist any 
tendency for increases in energy and com- 
modity prices to become permanently em- 
bedded in core inflation.” 

‘Traders are betting that the chance of a 
further rate increase on June 29 is 84 per- 
cent. 

1 ат not an economist, but I agree with 
MARC FABER that itis ridiculous го calculate 
inflation to exclude food and energy. Do 
Americans not eat or travel? 

When I was at school, inflation was the 
rate at which goods and services increased 
by annually, or how much your money de- 
creased by, in terms of what it would buy. If 
we add in food and energy, then according to 
DR. FABER, ће inflation rate in the US is 6-7 
percent, the same as here. 
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"The economic health of the US is vitally 
important for all countries, especially Asia, 
where the US is the main trading partner 

For that reason, the Morgan Stanley Capi- 
tal International ‘Emerging Markets Index 
had its biggest fall since last December, wip- 
ing out all this year's gains, The biggest fall 
occurred in India where the SENSEX has fall- 
еп 22 percent since the May 8 high, when 1 
told everybody to SELL. 

However, to put it in perspective, the SEN- 
SEX had risen 66 percent in seven months, зо 
the correction represents only one-third of 
the gain. 

In the PHISIX, the correction of 19 percent 
was half of the 35 percent tise, but other 
countries fared worse. Thailand 105: 90 per- 
cent of its 16-percent rise and Singapore 60 
percent of its 21 percent gain. Generally 
speaking, the more indexes rose, the more 
they corrected with Indonesia coming off 
best, but as it has an inflation rate of 15.6 
percent, its economy can hardly be consid- 
ered healthy. 

For the moment, the PHISIX is hovering 
Just above an important support level and 
the risk factor is in single digits so the down- 
side seems limited 

Thave even suggested a few stocks that sub- 
scribers could accumulate. There could be a 
technical rally quite soon but I doubt that fund 
managers’ perception of risk in emerging mar- 
kets has suddenly evaporated so 1 would expect 
them to sell into the rallies. 

This means that the high of 2602 points 
might notbe seen again for some time. 

Everything depends on what BERNANKE 
says, not does. We expect another rate in- 
crease and that has been factored into the 
market with the DOW falling below 11,000. 

IF he says, "I have done enough for now,” 


WANTED 
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all markets will rally rapidly, But if he contin- 
wes to indicate further rate increases, as 
seems likely, the decline will continue. There. 
is nothing the stock market hates more than 
uncertainty. 

It is better to receive bad news than wait 
for the other shoe to drop. 

Treceived a lot of e-mail from people who, | > 
bought UITs from the banks, who apparently > 
sold P300 billion worth. These investors are" =“ 
now suffering an unexpected loss of capital _ 
and are asking me whether to sell. 

Six weeks ago, І wrote in the newsletter” ; 
that the interest rate cycle had bottomed and 
that holders of bonds, five years or longer, 
should SELL them. 

Unfortunately, only а few péople read the 4* 
newsletter and I could not write it in ће IN/c; « 
ФЕ since it was the day after my writing 
day. The 11% percent bonds 2013, which are 
very widely held, yield 11.3 percent gross. 

Teannot see them falling much further so 1 
certainly would not take a loss on UITs now. 
The banks like to offer new products such as 
these to the public but they do not tell them 
when to SELL. 

Оп Thursday, it was rumored that the gov- 
ernment would sell another $1 billion global: 
bonds in the second half of the year. This has z^ 
been denied but is probably true. It is fortu- 
nate that $2 billion worth of dollar and euro-z^ 
bonds were sold in the first half at favorable." 
prices because the next auction will be far 
more difficult and lenders will demand a „~, 
substantially higher return, Я 

The Treasury will reject bids for as long as. * 
they can but eventually, they will have to i 
give much higher yields to the banks. So: 
Keep your money on short-term deposit and 
roll it over every month for the time being. 

mrbearbull@hotmail.com 


EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR 
FOR A GLOBAL BRAND LEADER 


Minimum requirements: 


Philips, the world leader in Lighting, invites you to be part of its extensive 
industrial / commercial sales and distribution network. 


* With at least two years experience in an existing sales distribution 
operation focused on industrial / commercial accounts 
* Experience in working with electrical products and an extensive network 


of end-users, specifiers and contractors will be a plus 


* Willing to carry only the Philips brand for its lighting portfolio 

* Willing to work closely with us in business planning / distributor operations 
+ Consequently, must be willing to share business results / reports of its 
operations 

+ Excellent credit standing with all principals; and 


* Willing to provide resources exclusive to Philips Lighting operations 


боп td Fo очно V700 Tags Car Pepe 


Fou PE CPO. Га No MEG eI AID пы e олат 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
PNOC-Energy Development Corporation |PNOC.EDC) invites inleroslod 
Contaclore, with suscessul experience as primary coniractor in лө exoeuton of at 
feast tree 3} pong insulation and cadsingproyct wih fna iat en (10) years, (0 


Sippy for ооу and to bie for the projec 


INSULATION AND CLADDING REFURBISHMENT WORKS IN VARIOUS 
SECTORS OF THE LEYTE GEOTHERMAL PRODUCTION FIELD - FLUID 
COLLECTION AND RENJECTION SYSTEM (LOPF-FCRS) 


EDC 05-180.1 


The Approvad Budget is PHP 8,057,310.00 chargoablo араа! PNOC-EDC funa 


The comrac! duration le 90 calendar day? 


Application forms for оноу and bidding documents may be secured from tho 
PROCEDE Contracts Asmstvaion Group (co Raymond Sion local 3134) staring 


June 8, 2000 upon payment of а non 
{рле 1100020). 


ungamo oe of Pasos: One Thousand 


candidates. 


OFFICE OF THE CHANNEL MANAGER 
Lighting Division 

Philips Electronics and Lighting, Inc. 

49F PBCom Tower 

6795 Ayala Avenue corner V. A. Rufino Street 
Salcedo Village, Makati City 


Those qualified will be provided an exclusive territory for their sales operations. 


Mail your letter of intent, company profile, and curriculum vitae of owners to the 
address below or e-mail to clifford jison@philips.com. Deadline of submission 
of documents will be on June 30, 2006. We shall only respond to qualified 


Site inspection Is on June 22, 2006 atthe Leylo Geolhormal Production Field m 
Оппосе бейш For ine purpose c elaring сапат suos. a pro-ba conference wi 
be held smmedalay айг the өдө impaction at tho Admin Conlarence Room Loyi 
Gecihermal Production Feld, Ormoc, Layie. 
The application for нуы, lanor of inont and sealed bids shall bo recavad by the 
РМО EDC Contracts Administration Group. First Floor. Bunding V. РМОС-ЕОС, 
Mani Коза, Fert Bonfacia. Taguig. Matro Mania nat later than 2:00 pam. 
(Contracts Administration Group Office Wall Clock Time) of July 5, 2006 and 
Shan be року opened mmediataiy tnoreatr. 
РНОС-ЕОС resorvos the nghi о ове! any or all bids or paris thoroo, to waWva any 
отну thereto accept such bs or 10 award any part of to work o any раат 
Whose ый i considered mast advantageous to РМОС-ЕОС. 

CHAIRMAN 
Bide and Awards Сотто 


through the grapevine 
is undergoing yet another 
icing, with top ABS-CBN 
[з “being encouraged to 
Ik shows and, vice versa, 
k show hosts being encour- 
зо out and develop their 
Lnd report from the field. 
db ^ cocktales_pdi@pldtd- 
cocktales pdiyahoo.com) 
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six participating 
у IBuntries gather 
У// around their m. 
Уа trusted motorbike. 


-Yamaha Pan-Asean Touring 
ends in San Juan 


Text and photos 
by Charles E. Buban 


ЕТЕК COVERING SOMI 

15,000 kilometers of varied 

road surfaces through six 
Southeast Asian countries the Yama- 
ha Pan-Asean Touring has finally end- 
ed amid pomp and fanfare at the 
Greenhills Shopping Center in San 
Juan last month. 

But for the organizers, the touring's 

conclusion is just the beginning of a 
‘long road ahead, As a matter of fact, all 
“the 16  motorcycles—the Sniper 

135—used throughout the touring will 
be shipped back to Japan where Yama- 
ha engineers will take them apart for 
further study. 

“Perhaps, their studies will result in 
the development of a next-generation 
model or a basis for refining another 
model. But whatever the reasons, what 
is certain is that Yamaha is continuously 
researching to come up with a perfect 
motorbike, that is, one that people 
‘would want to ride in, is reliable, re- 
quires less maintenance, and gives a 
satisfying ride experience,” explained 
Manuel Gaspar Albos, Norkis Yamaha 
SVP for marketing. 


Hands full 
And Yamaha engineers in Japan will 


My DRIFT 


Andre Palma 


DUE TO SPACE LIMITATIONS, 
Andre Palma's column will ap- 
pear next week. 


Only Rapidé gives you 


have enough data on what the 16 mo- 
torbikes have experienced and endured 
during its sicnation sojourn totaling 72 
days of motorbike riding or approxi- 
mately 14,310 km of road covered. 

‘The Pan-Asean Touring started in In- 
donesia (from Nov. 20 to Dec. 10, 2005) 
then went on to Thailand (Jan. 14-29), 
then Malaysia and Singapore (Feb. 27- 
March 8), Vienam (April 1-15) and fi- 
nally to the Philippines (May 17 to 27). 


For the Philipine leg, the caravan , 


visited the provinces of Cebu, Leyte, 
Samar, Sorsogon, Albay, Camarines Sur, 
Camarines Norte, Quezon, Batangas, 
Cavite, Pampanga, Bataan, Zambales, 
Pangasinan, La Union, locos Sur, Tar- 
Тас, Nueva Ecija, Bulacan before culmi- 
nating in San Juan, 

“The Pan-Asean Touring is organized 
not only to promote the Yamaha image 
ог the latest moped model but also to 
enable the participants (each country is 
represented by two riders) to experi- 
ence the so-called motorbike culture of 
each country" said Albos. 

Abos added that while the Philip- 
pines is yet to achieve a motorbike рор. 
ulation that other countries like Thai- 
land, Indonesia and Vietnam enjoy, he 
believes its only a matter of time before 
the country’s motorbike industry starts 
picking up. 

‘Tremendous interest 

"We are already experiencing 
tremendous interest. With the intro 
duction of the Sniper 135, we hope to 
trigger a boom in the market. Besides, 
this model is well researched and has 
several features that appeals to people 
who are yet to be convinced about rid- 
ing a motorbike,” said Albos. 

"The Sniper 135 is a four-stroke, 135 
cc single-cylinder underbone model 
that employs a liquid-cooling system on 
its engine. The first time for a Yamaha 
moped to be equipped with such, the 
liquid-cooling system provides a more 


ws 
ACTOR Gary Estrada is among the. 
riders 
stable power output during extended 
high-speed or in hill climbing plus low- 
er vibration and noise. 

The new Yamaha model uses a DiAsil 
cylinder, which is made of aluminum 
alloy containing 20 percent silicon. This 
makes the Sniper 135's cylinder more 
durable, lighter and more resistance to 
heat, thus eliminating the need for cost- 
ly maintenance (like sleeve replace- 
ment), reducing engine oil consump- 
tion and improving fuel economy. 

Another important feature of the 
Sniper 135 йв sporty-type muffler 
equipped with a multi-tube catalyzer to 
clean the motorbike's exhaust by re- 
buming any unbumed fuel in the ex- 
haust pipe. The exhaust that has been 
cleaned once in this way is then cleaned 
anew in the muffler by a catalytic con- 
verter function resulting in much more 
cleaner emissions. 

“Being the last stop of this six-coun- 
try touring, I am in a better position to 
say that the Sniper 135 is one tough 
machine that has endured all the tests 
thrown at it. And with all these out- 
standing features, | am sure future 
owners of the Spark 135 will agree with 
me,” said Albos. 


ONDO AGUA. NEVER HEARD? 
OK, how about Honda Bay? 
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LTFRB’s plans will affect 
all road users 


A LOT OF MOTORISTS THINK THAT THE POLI- 
cies of the Land Transportation Franchising and 
Regulatory Board (LTFRB) have an impact only 
оп public transport drivers and operators. But if 
LTFRB chair Ma. Elena Н. Bautista has her way, 
the LTFRB will have an impact on all road 
sers drivers (both public and private), cyclists, 
pedestrians, the elderly the handicapped and 
Schoolchildren-—in terms of road safety. 

‘The youngest chairperson that the LTFRB has 
ever had presented her reform programs for June 
2006-June 2007 at the Sth Road Safety Confer- 
‘ence jointly convened last Thursday by the Auto- 
mobile Association Philippines (ААР formerly the. 
Philippine Motor Association) and University of 
the Philippines National Center for Transportation 
Studies (URNCTS) with Toyota Motor Philippines 
Corp. as sponsor. 

‘Two years after assuming the LTFRBS top post, 
Ms Bautista is proving to be tougher than what 
hard-nosed businessmen in the public transporta- 
tion industry expected. They might have been 
misled by her appearance as she looks like any 
other pretty, slim and pleasant single woman in 
her 30s. 


Road accidents 

‘Which she is, until it comes to preventing or 
minimizing road accidents involving public utility 
‘vehicles (PUVs) that injure ог kill not only the pas- 
sengers, but often also other motorists алс 
pedestrians. Noting that PUV operators always 
blame the driver when an accident occurs, Ms 
Bautista conferred with bus, taxi and jeepney op- 
erators and urged them to hire only responsible 
professional driver 

"This was when establishing a Land Transport 
Drivers and Operators Academy was suggested by 
the operators, The academy will promote continu- 
ing professional drivers’ education to upgrade 
road safety skills, defensive driving habits and 
road courtesy. All applicants for a professional 
drivers license will have to undergo a seminar at 
the academy and will be made to drive all sorts of 
vehicles: a taxicab, jeepney, van and bus. No pro 
driver will be hired by land transport operators 
unless he has a certificate from the academy. 

‘At the same time, the LTFRB will set up а 
database of the records of drivers so that 
those who have had frequent accidents will be 
blacklisted and cannot transfer from one op- 
erator to another after an accident. The 
academy will also remind and update opera- 
tors on their responsibilities and obligations. 


Targeting 

‘The LTFRB has signed a memo of agreement 
with Insurance Management Groups (Pami/Uni- 
trans) for an initial funding of P5 million to start 
the academy. Ms Bautista said she is targeting 
January 2007 to open the academy in Metro 
Manila with branches in Cebu and Davao. 

Aside from the academy, Ms Bautista plans 
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to monitor the compliance of terminals, 
garages, transfer stations and other critical 
transport facilities with road safety and secu- 
rity standards. The LTFRB will inspect these 
to see whether PUVs are checked before going 
ош to ply their routes. A comprehensive pre- 
ventive maintenance schedule/plan for buses 
will be coordinated with the Truck Manufac- 
turers’ Association of the Philippines while a 
comprehensive maintenance plan for taxi- 
cabs, AUVs and vans in coordination with 
ААР and the Safety Organization of the 
Philippines Inc. is being explored by the LT- 
FRB. Will this result in less accidents due to 
failing brakes? 

Other components of the monitoring pro- 
gram are the mandatory Land Transportation 
Office-MVIS certification for all buses plying Ed- 
за and a road safety advocacy program for pub- 
lic transport workers. 


Accident response 

In addition, Ms Bautista wants to organize 
a Passenger Rights and Accident Response Ac- 
tion Plan whereby any person who witnesses 
an accident involving a PUV can call a 24/7 
hotline (886-6000) for assistance. The LTFRB 
will dispatch an ambulance for the victims at 
то cost to them. An accident insurance pro- 
gram with additional benefits such as АП 
Risk-No Fault, Automatic Hospitalization and. 
Payment within five days will be implement- 

Corollary to this, the LTFRB plans to enforce 
the compliance of PUVs with the requirement to 
have emergency equipment such as fire extin- 
guishers, two-way radio, stretchers, neck/spine 
braces and other medical paraphernalia. Trans- 
port workers will be trained for on-board fire- 
fighting, first aid, CPR and other emergency in- 
terventions. 

‘Terrorists who plant bombs in PUVs are anoth- 
cer concern that the LTFRB hopes to address with a 
{$100,000 project grant from the Арес (Asia-Pacif- 
ic Economic Cooperation). Ms Bautista proposes a 
Land International Security and Commuters Ad- 
‘vocacy Protocol involving a codified compendium 
of public land transport security and counterter- 
rorism "Best Practices” and a commuters’ advoca- 
су campaign on core elements of counterterror- 
Em/safety for public land transport. 

Bottom line, the LTFRB chairs road safety 
plans, difficult to achieve as they may seem, 
deserve the support and cooperation of all 
road users, 


Honda’s Ondo Agua 


Suddenly, Honda Cars Philippines 
was not only being heritage con- 
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To the sons and daughters of May- 
or Hagedorws Puerto Princesa in 
Palawan, Ondo Agua is history. 

But today, Honda Bay is on their 
lis almost every day об the year 
‘That's the first thing a visitor of Puer- 
to Princesa would notice. 

Honda Bay is present and Ondo 
Agua is past. 

‘Ondo Agua is the old name of Hon- 
da Bay. 

The Japanese caused the change in 
name. 

‘Ah, Japan has become an indelible 
part of Filipino life—from kamikaze 
to sashimi, from wars to cars, and yes, 
from dahon to Honda. 

Many, many years ago, Palawan 
knew Ondo Agua as that deepest por- 
tion of their sea. Literally, Ondo Agua 
means deep water. 

From atop hills, people marveled 
at the majestic sight that is Ondo 
‘Agua/Honda Bay: calm, blue waters 
from afar. As it was a must-see for 
tourists then, it still is today. You can 
enjoy its breathtaking view from just 
the peripheries of the city—from the 
highway, hills and valleys. 

We talk of tourists, the Japanese al- 
ways come to mind, ifnot first. 

"The visiting Japanese in the olden 
days encountered problems on pro- 
nunciation. Not surprisingly, they 
found Ondo Agua a tongue-twister, 

Continuous mispronunciation of 
Ondo Agua led to its rebirth, if not 
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rechristening. 

Soon, Ondo Agua became Honda 
‘Agua—simply because Honda іза by- 
word in Japan. 

Not long after, Ondo Agua became 
Honda Bay. 

‘The rest, as we love to say, is histo- 
y 
It is to the credit of Amel Doria, 
TinTin Reyes and Sheryl delos Santos 
that Honda Cars Philippines has 
found it fitting to ship 5 Civics to 
Puerto Princesa a while back. 

No, the 5 Honda Civics weren't be- 
ing sold to Palawanons at bargain 
prices. Far from that, although one 
can see the Civie and City—not to 
mention the CR-V—cruising the city 
every now and then. 

The 5 fresh-from-the-assembly- 
lines Civics were brought to Puerto 
Princesa for a unique mission: Have 
them test-driven on a 34-km cement- 
ed stretch by motoring journalists 
(who else?)—imported from Manila. 

Suddenly, Honda Cars Philippines 
was not only being environment- 
friendly. 

It is also rediscovering the beauty 
of nature this side of Palawan. 


scious. 

It is also paying tribute to a histori- 
cal landmark that it can truly call its 
‘own: Ondo Agua/Honda Bay. 

Suddenly, Honda Cars Philippines 
was not only helping the country зе 
its ethnic beauty. 

Tt is also creating a cultural aware 
ness that is badly needed in a country 
sorely in need of strengthening its 
self-identity. 

Armin Amio of Gadgets Mag уга: 
right. When someone asked he: 
what she thought about the new 
Civic as she was pushing the uncom 
plaining Civic to 140 kph in г 
straightaway from a zigzag break ir 
Salvacion town, she said, "Oh, that: 
Well, as much as I love the drive o 
this' magnificent Civic, 1 low 
Palawan that much, too. I've beer 
here many times but ГЇЇ never ge 
tired coming back." 

‘Arnel Doria, seated at the back 
could only smile, He knew he wa 
“mission  aecomplished"—aás dic 
TinTin and Sheryl. 

QUOTE ME. Under cover of dark 
ness, the men in blue of the MMDA 
continue to rake it in at the corner 
of Edsa and Quezon Avenue, going 
UP side coming from GMA-7. Pag 
ing, Chair Fernando. 

Send comments to menju@pldtd 
sinet. 


PSBani 


Simple lang. 
Lydia Leno, has more than one hun- 


applied for another auto loan in January, 


pplication а pleasant experience for me,” 


fore," she admitted. 


ACD A blessing like no other 


акей reasons to smile these days. One mil- 
lion, to be exact. The one million pesos 
grand prize she won in the joint PSBank 
and Metrobank Fast Car, Fast Cash Auto 
‘Loan promo, 

For Mommy Lydia, this is not the first 
time for her to expenence the simphiity 
and speed of upplying for a PSBank Ашо 
Loan as she already had two previous a 
oon uccounts with the bank one in 1999 
‘and another in 2000. Barly this year when 
she needed a car for her business, Mommy 
Lydia called Ms. Des Inabangan, manager 
of the branch where she has her account, 


and drove home with her Toyota Viosa few 
weeks afte, Delighted with PSBank's ser- 
vice, she got another loun the following 
month, and two more in March. Little did 
she know that ihe same speed she got her 
approvals would also be her fast track tick- 
etio the PI muon cash prize. 

Would you believe ll my oun applica- 
lions were approved the same day 1 ap- 
plied? PSHank auto loan is so hassle-free 
ibat 1 did not consider any other bank for 
ту auto financing needs, My good rela- 
tionship with the branch manager where 1 
‘have my account with, also made auto loan 


Mommy Lydia sid 
PSBan's quick applicstion processing 
is guaranteed withthe use of s Automated 
Lom Application Processing System. This 
allows for prompt credi decisions that can 
be obtained in as fust as 3 hoursftster than 
most banks. This system also allows PS- 
Bank to send SMS alens to clients as soon 
ns their application has been approved. 
"Хантау, | thought Ms. Des, my branch 
manager, was just kidding when she broke 
the good news. I know there was an ongo- 
Ing тие promo but did not set my hopes 
up since {haven't won in a alle promo be- 


Mommy Lydia plans to share a big part 
of her prize to people who have been good 
то her (шу, as well as to he Church. in 
fici, she donated а part of her money 10 
sponsor n church activity this summer. 
“My two children have good family lives 
already. Now is the time to help others, 
боо, she dde. 

Mommy Lydia said this is not the first 
time she applied for an auto oun. But sure- 
уу, this is the first time she took home a car 
"With one million pesos. Now thurs more 
than what anyone сап ask for, thanks to 

Bank, 
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Info exchange on trade 


pact negotiations urged 


Favila says best practices need to be adopted 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC CO- 
operation should continue to allow 
the free flow of information on the 
best way to negotiate trade pacts 
amid fears that such agreements 
might stunt the growth of developing 
members, according to Trade Secre- 
tary Peter B. Favila, 

Favila, who recently met with 
counterparts at the Apec in Vietnam, 
said best practices in trade talks need- 
ed to be disseminated and adopted, 
especially with ongoing talks on vari- 
ous bilateral and regional trade 
pacts. 

“I am particularly 
concerned that the 
spaghetti bowl effect 
(or having the world 
markets divided into 
numerous units 
through various sep- 
arate pacts) тау 
damage the growth 
of smaller players in 
the region,” he said. 

Further, the trade 
chief said the sepa- 
rate talks could un- 
dermine efforts to 
conclude а пем 
round of talks in the 
World Trade Organi- 
zation. 

He said building 
on best practices 
within Apec could 
easily gather mo- 
mentum since the 
group had adopted 
this means as a way 
to ensure that pacts 
outside WTO would 
be consistent with 
the aims of the WTO. 

“But I can imagine 
that senior officials 
will have some chal- 
lenging work here 
because we each 
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have different experiences, motiva- 
tions and capabilities which we all 
want to be reflected in the model 
measures,” he said. 

Still, he added that the Philippines 
welcomed the formulation of model 
measures to guide Apec members in 
future negotiations and to promote 
high quality agreements consistent 
with the WTO process. 

"Model provisions are guides for 
members but should not prejudice 
ongoing negotiations nor be prescrip- 
tive to future negotiations entered in- 
toby the members," Favila sai 

“By maintaining the nonbinding 


Other models with 0% interest: 
SVGA series 

P82140 - Php 8,148.00 per monin** 
XGA series 

PB6240 - Php 13,314.66 per montn** 
MP720p Php 11.648.00 per month" 


principle of Apec, possible conflict of 
interest among members who are ne- 
gotiating with each other will be 
avoided," he added. 

Also, Favila urged Apec to continue 
providing members with capacity- 
building aid on how to effectively ne- 
gotiate bilateral or regional trade 
pacts. 

“Арес should as well look into com- 
missioning analytical research to bet- 
ter understand and analyze the im- 
pact and benefits that separate pacts 
might impose on both the welfare of 
the region and the achievement of 
Арес goals," he said. 
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Gov't to get P650M from Mimosa deal 


CLARK SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE—THE 
government stands to recover at least P650 
million in arrears from the recently concluded 
privatization of the Mimosa Leisure Estate 
here, according to Clark Development Corp. 

СОС president Antonio Ng said Р500 mil- 
lion of the expected amount represents un- 
paid leases by the former Mimosa operator, 
Mondragon Leisure and Resorts Corp. (ML- 
RC), which will go to CDC. 

‘The remaining P150 million will be divided 
between the Bureau of Internal Revenue and 
the Philippine Amusement and Gaming 
Corp., Ng said. 

NTM-Jin Hung Joint Venture, a South Ko- 
rean firm that won the bid for the 
tate, agreed to absorb MLRC's liabilities. 

СОС seized the estate in 1998, which was 
the biggest in the former United States mili- 
tary base here. 


the 210-hectare estate, Ng said two weeks 


2003. 


аге blue ribbon committee. 
cess," Ng said. 
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FOR INQUIRIES & 
RESERVATIONS, CONTACT 
CUT UNLIMITED, INC. 

Unit 2007, 201, Prestige Tower, 
F. Ortigas ave. (formerly Emerald 
Ave.) Ortigas Cu, Pasig City 
Tel +63.2.5870654, 6872955, 
6872213, 6873292 

Fax +56325870504 

Email cut@pacific.netph 
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CDC stands to earn at least $2.1 million 
from the joint venture's annual rental of 


s 


since capping the privatization program, 
the second following a failed bidding in 


He ruled out bidding irregularities as al- 
leged by Sen. Lito Lapid who filed a resolution 
seeking an investigation of the bid by the Sen- 


"То ensure above board bidding process, 
the Commission on Audit, Office of the Gov- 


ernment Corporate Counsel and Pagcor have 


been consulted as part of the bidding pro- 


According to Ng, the NTM-Jin Hung Joint 
Venture's bid was found to be “highly compli- 
ant, responsive, beneficial and advantageous 
to the government.” Tonette Orejas, PDI Cen- 
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SSS stretches actuarial life by 12 years 


= By Doris C. Dumlao will be able to extend its project- improving the pension fund's f- While the SSS had stretched its small and medium scale enter- 
ed actuarial life up to 2027. nancial health. actuarial life for now, Dela Paz prises and spur economic activity 
THE SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM Another four years will be  “Wecannotignorethatatsome said the pension fund was still inthe country. 
will be able to stretch its actuarial added in view of the improve- point, we have to improve the facing a tough environment. The interest rate cut took effect 
life up to 2031 from 2019, asear- ment in market conditions that benefits to pensioners. Wearenot “Тһе (Social Security) System last April. 
lier projected, through the imple- raised the SSS’ earnings from its against making additional pay- will be SO years old. Many of Among the business loans of- 
mentation of administrative re- stock investments, SSS president ment to pensioners. Unfortunate- those who joined in the early fered by the SSS were: Special Fi- 
formsand with improving market Corazon dela Paz told reporters ly, it can only be done if we сап stages are starting to retire. Even папсіпр Program for small and 
conditions. yesterday. identify a source of funding,” if we don't increase the benefits, medium scale enterprises; Fi- 
Earlier, the SSS warned that its ^ “But our concern is that since Dela Paz said. the number of retirees are in- nancing Program for Tourism 
reserves might be depleted as 2000, we have not increased the She said other state-owned or- creasing,” she said. Projects; Hospital Financing Pro- 
early as 2019. But with the ad- benefits paid to members,” Dela ganizations that provide benefits, Despite the continuing finan- gram; Financing Program for Ed- 
ministrative reforms, along with Paz said. like Philhealth, were getting cial challenges, the SSS has low-  ucational Institutions, including 
an increase in members contri- Over the last two years, she shares in the taxes collected by етей the interest rate on its busi- vocational and technical schools; 
bution a few years ago, the SSS said the SSS had concentrated іп the government. mess and social loans to support and Industry Loan Program. 
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Market for autogas still 
too small, says Shell exec 


WHILE KEEN ON OFFERING MORE ALTER- 
native fuels to its customers, Pilipinas Shell 
Petroleum Corp. is not about to offer autogas 
or liquefied petroleum gas as transport fuel, 
in its stations. 

Shell country chair Edgar Chua said the 
company had already converted a number of 
taxis in Cebu to autogas and it had also set up 
autogas pumps in some taxi terminals there. 

Even in Manila, he said the oil firm had 
placed autogas pumps in certain taxi garages. 

“We're doing it for fleets, for companies 
with 100 to 200 vehicles. But we're not about 
to do it in our stations because the market is 
not yet there,” he said. 

Fellow refiner Petron Corp. had earlier said 
itwould be setting up autogas pumps in more. 
ofits stations around Metro Manila this year. 

“The volumes are very encouraging. It's a 
good choice for taxi fleets, and the benefits 
are very quantifiable,” Petron president and 
chief executive Khalid Al-Faddagh said in an 
earlier interview. Abigail L. Ho 


Deal on electronic SSS 
payment system signed 


BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS AND 
pension fund Social Security System yester- 
day inked a deal to provide a fully electronic 
payment gateway for corporate clients. 

BPI president Aurelio Montinola Ш told re- 
porters the agreement would allow the bank's 
2,000 corporate customers to remitto the SSS 
their monthly or quarterly employee premi- 
um contributions and transmit their detailed 
contribution listings using the bank's web- 
based channel ExpressLink Online. 

"These corporate clients will no longer have 
to go through the process of separately paying 
through the bank branch and then submitting 
their listing or contribution to their SSS 
branch office. 

BPI vice president for cash management 
sales Nieves Basa said this modernized sys- 
tem would offer “convenience, increased pro- 
ductivity, reduced risk and greater security." 

Doris C. Dumlao 


Empire East earmarks 
P2.8B for housing projects 


EMPIRE EAST LAND HOLDINGS INC, A 45- 
percent owned company of property giant Mega- 
world Corp., has earmarked roughly P2.8 billion 
for housing projects this year up to 2007, compa- 
пу president Anthony Charlemagne Yu said. 

Following yesterday's stockholders’ meet- 
ing, Empire East said it would spend P1.5 bil- 
lion next year for a possible residential project 
in Laguna and Metro Manila. 

‘This year, Empire East has a budget of P1.3 
billion for construction work on California 
Garden Square's condominium towers in 
Mandaluyong, Xavier Hills in San Juan and 
‘Cambridge Village in the Pasig-Cainta area, 

Empire East is in talks with possible joint ven- 
ture projects fora residential project in Laguna 
and a condominium project in Metro Manila 

In another development, Empire East said 
it was also set to complete its buyback of 
shares worth Pl billion in the next two 
years. Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Online broker sets offer 
price at P 1.36 per share 


ONLINE BROKER CITISECONLINE.COM 
Presenting China Bank's irresistibly cool housing loan yesterday set its offer price ay Р1.36 per share. 
interest rates to suit your budget. Savor 9% p.a. on CitisecOnline is offering 110 million new 


Е Р shares under its proposed initial public offer 
the first year and enjoy a Rate Guard of 11.25% p.a. (IPO) which is projected to raise for the com- 


for the 2nd to 5th year, and 11.50% p.a. for the 6 to pany P150 million. It earlier set for July 12 its 
10th year. You can also avail of our regular fixed rates. tentative listing date. 


He м Thi Ш be the id IPO this year after 
Satisfy your craving for an affordable home loan. ы-ы fo » 


Citiseconline will be the first purely online 
For inquiries, please call or visit any of our China Bank equities trader to list on the bourse and 


" " should qualify under the PSE's small and 
branches or email us at homeplus@chinabank.ph. REAL ESTATE LOAN cordes board. 
Citiseconline plans to use the proceeds from 
Rates are subject to change without prior notice. = Тышы Jun for working capital to. ee its 
en base and for its investments in technology. 
The company was incorporated in 1999 
and started commercial operations in 2001. 
‘The company earlier said it wanted to tap 
Filipino investors overseas through its online 
Your success is our business trading and information services. 
Elizabeth L. Sanchez. 
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IFC marks 50th anniversary in the Philippines with pledge 
to continue building business, creating opportunities 


2006 with a program in the Philippines focusing 

on the challenges and opportunities in coming 
years as it provides support to local companies and 
expands its role in fostering economic develop- 
ment, alleviating poverty and improving people's 
lives. 

Speakers at the event, entitled "Building Business and Creating 
Opportunities in the Philippines”, held at the Metropolitan Muse- 
um in Manila, included Amando M. Tetangco Jr, Governor and 
Chair of the Monetary Board, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, Finance 
Secretary Margarito Teves and Jamie Augusto Zobel de Ayala Il, 
chair and chief executive officer of Ayala Corporation. 


A banner year of performance 

IFC director for East Asia and the Pacific, Javed Hamid, noted 
that IFC’s 50th Anniversary is being marked in the context of a ban- 
ner year of emerging market performance. Developing country 
economies in East Asia and the Pacific are expected to grow an aver- 
age of 8 percent in 2005 and 2006 and the region as a whole is en- 
joying well over $100 billion in foreign direct investment annually. 

However, Hamid pointed out that many parts of Asia and the Pa- 
cific were not sharing in the prosperity and there remained a huge 
unfinished agenda, “For all the progress of the emerging markets, 
we still see extreme poverty. Some 700 million people in East Asia 
and the Pacific still live on less than $2 per day. Even as we struggle 
to promote investment and create more jobs, we are stil faced by 
signs of hunger and strife,” he said. 

Tt is for this reason why IFC's work is about so much more than 
just good business, said Hamid. “It’s about improving the lives of 
people, strengthening the performance of institutions, increasing 
the efficiency of markets, and unleashing the potential of individu- 
als, communities and countries. This is what we are called to do,” 
he said. 


IFCin the Philippines 

IFC's presence in the Philippines dates from 1962. IFC initially 
invested in companies such as the Private Development Corpora- 
tion of the Philippines, its first investment, Meralco and the Philip- 
pine Long Distance Telephone Company. In recent years IFC has put 
a priority on deepening and diversifying the Philippines’ financial 
sector, promoting infrastructure and assisting the growth of small 
and medium enterprises. Other areas in which IFC continues to in- 
vest are sectors which harness the country's competitive human- 
capital advantages: agribusiness, health care, education, and infor- 
mation technology. 

"To date, we have invested at least $2 billion in various сотра- 


I FC marked its 50th anniversary year on June 13, 


K Sg 


As chief executive of an institution that has 
seen good and bad spots over its 50 year history, 
Tam confident that IFC is ready for our next 50 
years, We hope our commitment to achieving 
strong financial returns while promoting high 
standards in corporate governance, environ- 
mental, and social practices can serve as a cata- 
lyst for private investors to channel more re- 
sources toward companies that can operate successfully in the 
neediest parts of the world, 

‘At the same time, IFC aims to play a bigger role in supporting 
further development of domestic financial institutions and capital 
markets in Asia. Our work has ranged from pioneering the Panda 
bond marker in China, to investments and loans to Chinese and In- 
donesian banks, to support for microfinance in Cambodia, Mongo- 
lia, and the Philippines. But our work is far from done, We will con- 
tinue to play an active role in supporting financial institutions be- 
cause companies need better access to finance across this region, 
We will also expand our work in technical assistance and advisory 
services, This remains a significant challenge across the developing 
world government and the private sector in the Philippines to meet 
this challenge and harness the power of markets and private enter- 
prise to ensure a better tomorrow for the people of developing 
world. 


LARS THUNELL (Sgd.) 
Executive Vice President 
International Finance Corporation 


c 


The Philippines is an important country for 
IFC, In 1977, the first office of IFC outside 
Washington was established in Manila. But pri- 
or to this we were already investing here in 
companies such as the Private Development 
Corporation of the Philippines, our first invest- 
ment in 1962 and Meralco in the same year, and 
the Philippine Long Distance Telephone Ci 

То date, we have invested $2 billion in various projects in this 
country. In the coming years, we will continue to invest more and 
intensify our technical assistance and advisory services. 

IEC remains committed to supporting the Philippines, and will 
continue to forge long term partnerships with the private sector. 
‘We will continue to invest in projects that create jobs, improve peo- 
ple's lives while addressing environmental, social and gender con- 
cerns, 


VIPUL BHAGAT (Sgd.) 
Country Manager for the Philippines and Thailand 
International Finance Corporation 


Congratulations to the International РЬ 
nance Corporation on your 50th anniversary 
celebration. I am delighted to be part of this 
milestone. The IFC has always been an impor- 
tant partner in the Philippines’ quest for eco- 
nomic progress as it has consistently support- 
ed the development of vital sectors of the econ- 
omy. In many ways, it has been a key enabler 

z for the private sector to take a more involved role in hastening the 
%3 country’s growth and development. 
7 Again, congratulations on your 50th anniversary. 


JAIME AUGUSTO ZOBEL DE AYALA II (Sgd.) 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
Ayala Corporation 


nies in this country. And we are willing to in- 
vest another $2 billion, or even $5 billion, in 
the next five years, given the right opportu- 
nities, and with willing and motivated part- 
ners from the private sector,” said Vipul Bha- 
gat, IFC country manager for the Philippines 
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Earlier this year IFC's technical assistance. 
and advisory services led it to establish PEP- 
Philippines, a multidonor -undertaking by 
IFC and the governments of Australia and 
Canada, Operating primarily from IFC’s new 
office in Davao City, PEP-Philippines is 
aimed at making small and medium enter- 
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prises drivers of economic growth. At the 
same time, IFC is providing support to the 
government's privatization efforts with a 
role as transaction advisor to big-ticket in- 
frastructure projects such as the Small Pow- 
er Utilities Group and the extension of the 
country's first Light Rail Transit system. 


We've had our share of awards from here and abroad 
for showing the way in investor relations, corporate. 
governance, marketing, brand management, 
property development and overall management. 
Мете very proud of that. But for us the ultimate 
accomplishment is making you happy. 

By giving you what matters most to you. 
Better products, Better services. On time, 
Every time, And what will inspire us to work 
harder at making life better for you 


and your loved ones is that big, 
big smile on your face, 


} Caa Corpora зин | 


AW 


MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 
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28/8 The World Centre, 330 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City 
‘Tels: 867-8826 to 40 * Fax: 867-8247 + E-mail: infodesk@megaworldcorp.com 
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180 9001:2000 CERTIFIED 


rere 


&IFC/5O! 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


[erm 


If only people put others" needs before their own 
looked after one another 


L 


heeded each other's сай 


took time seriously 


E 


and sought more guidance from above.. 


Г 
NORTH Luzon 
EXPRESSWAY 


THE ROAD TO A BETTER LIFE STARTS HERE. 


For the past nine years, in the East Zone, 
people count on only one company to keep 
their lives flowing smoothly: Manila Water. 
With generous capital investments of over 
P18 billion and excellent customer service, 
this Ayala company promptly increased its 
customer base from a mere 325,000 to 741,000 
households. And all around the East Zone, 
water that's clean and safe flows freely 24 
hours aday,7 days a week. Even the problem 
of water losses due to leaks and illegal 
connections has dropped from 63% in 1997 to 
34 % for the first quarter of 2006. 


Manila 


Life flows as it should 


This effort alone made it possible for an 
additional two million people to enjoy reliable 
water service. Manila Water will continue to 
pour capital investments and for 2006 alone, 
P 4.5 billion will be invested and the same 
passionate effort into more projects to 
benefit its present and future areas of service. 
Now, that's commitment beyond measure. 


Water 
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PEP-Philippines: Driving 
economic growth through small 


mall and medi- 
um enterprises 
are the back- 
bone of the Philippine 
economy, comprising 
97 percent of the total 
number of businesses. 
Yet they contribute 
less than a third of the 
national output. 
То tap the unrealized po- 
tential of smaller businesses, 


Corporation established the 
Private Enterprise Partner- 
ship for the Philippines. Man- 
aged by IFC and co-financed 
by the Governments of Aus- 
tralia and Canada, РЕР. 
Philippines is designed to 
support the development of 
small and medium enterpris- 
es and increase their contri- 
bution to the economy. While 


and medium enterprises ' 


small and medium enterpris- 
ез, its programs are carefully 
targeted to directly address 
growth and competitiveness 
issues that prevent small 
businesses from becoming 
the primary drivers of ego- 
nomic growth. n 
As the private invest- 
ment arm of the World 
Bank Group, IFC is in a 


PEP-Philippines does not pro- 
vide direct financing for 


the Intemational Finance unique position to combine 
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THEME: Driving Economic Growth 
throy 


IFC, donors and government partners toast to economic growth during the launch of 
pines (from left): Canada's Second Secretary for Development Joe Goodings, 
PEP-Philippines general manager Chris Richards, Australia's First Secretary for 
Development Angus Barnes, SBGFC head Веле! Lagua, MEDCO chair Virgilio. 
Leyretana Jr., PEP-Philippines country coordinator Euan Marshall and IFC country 
manager for the Philippines and Thailand Vipul Bhagat. 


‚ 50 YEARS OF 
REDUCING POVERTY 
IMPROVING LIVES 


CONGRATULATIONS TO 


International 
Finance 
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World Bank Group 


RES 


Bahayl*inancialServices: 
Your Home Equity Partner 


È WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14,2006 


he International Finance 
Corporation, the private in- 
F vestment arm of the World 
‘Bank Group, has been investing in 
"the Philippines for more than 40 
“years, having а physical presence 
in the country since 1977. It is the 
“first IFC office outside of its head- 
juarters in Washington DC. IFC 
‘continues to grow and expand its 
investments, advisory and techni- 
cal assistance services in the Phi 
pines, consistent with its mission of 

elping reduce poverty and im- 
prove people's lives through sus- 

.tainable private sector invest- 
Tnents. 

With a total exposure of about 058500 mil- 
lion in 35 projects as of January 2006, the 
Philippines is ranked among ЇРСЗ top 10 
country exposures worldwide as of May 2006. 
IFC priorities in the Philippines, in line with 
the'Government objectives, include invest- 
ments that deepen and diversify the financial 
sector, süpport viable, sustainable infrastruc- 
ture-projects (especially in transportation, en- 
ergy, and water), and assist in reviving the 
mining sector with model sustainable pro- 
JectgeIFC-has also expanded its technical as- 
sistáriceand advisory activities in the country, 
focusing on infrastructure and development 
ofsmall and medium enterprises. 


Investing in growth 

Over the years, IFC steadily increased its 
investments in the Philippines, with $67 mil- 
lion in 2003, $90 million in 2004 and $102 
million in 2005. Investments were made in in- 
frastrueture, the housing finance. sector, in- 
surance, energy power distribution and infor- 
mation technology. This year, IFC plans to 
commit in excess of the 2005 amount, includ- 
ing in infrastructure such as toll roads and 
power and the financial sector for small and 
medium enterprises and housing activities. 
ТЕС is also looking at opportunities in sectors 


CEPALCO 


which harness the country's competitive hu- 
man-capital advantages, such as agribusi- 
ness, health care, education, and information 
technology. 


Providing technical assistance 

In 2005, President Arroyo witnessed the 
MOU signing at the Malacafiang to establish 
Private Enterprise Partnership for the Philip- 
pines, a multi-donor initiative by IFC and the 
governments of Australia and Canada. 
Launched on April 2006, the technical assis- 
tance program aims to increase the contribu- 
Чоп of small and medium enterprises to the 
economy by expanding the range of opportu- 
nities and capabilities available to them. Op- 
erating primarily from its office in Davao City, 
PEP-Philippines focuses its attention to ad- 
ress the strong development needs in Min- 
danao, where poverty incidence is the high- 
est. Its programs range from easing small 
businesses’ access to financing, enhancing the 
business climate at the subnational level and 
fostering agribusiness linkages between small 
and large businesses. 
Engaging in advisory services 

IFC is working with key government agen- 
cies to provide advisory services, seeking to 
promote private sector investment in infras- 
tructure. For example, with the Department 
of Energy, IFC is a transaction advisor to mo- 
bilize private sector participation for off-grid 
islands, for the Small Power Utilities Group. 
Another example being undertaken with the 
Light Rail Transit Authority (within the De- 
partment of Transportation and Communica- 
tion) is for the extension of the LRT-1 rail line. 
from southern Metro Manila into Cavite 
province. The third involves helping craft a 
framework for water projects throughout the 
country, with the initial being in Cebu 
(through the Metro Cebu Water District), a 
prime tourism and investment destination. 

For more information, please visit 
wwwiifc.org/eastasia. 


IFC committed a US$15 million loan to CEPALCO for the upgrading and expansion of its 


distribution and generation fa 


ies. This was to allow the company to gain access to longer- 


„term financing and pursue its capital expenditure program. 


MANILA NORTH LUZON EXPRESSWAY 


In 2001, IFC invested $46 million for the rehabilitation of the tollway going to provinces in the 


MIRANT PAGBILAO PLANT 


North from Manila. 


IFC approved $110 million investment in Hopewell, Pagbilao, a 700-megawatt coal-fired 


thermal power plant. 


LRT 1 EXTENSION 

IFC is acting as transaction advisor for the 
planned extension of the first mass transit 
ү system in the Philippines. 


MANILA WATER 

IFC provided a loan of up to US$30 million 
equivalent in yen in 2003 which has been fully 
disbursed and committed an A Loan of 
05520 million and a standby facility of US$10 
million in 2004, to support Manila Water's 
capital expenditure program. IFC also 
invested US$15 million in equity in August 
2004 prior to its IPO in March 2005, to help. 
the company attract more investors. 
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Medical leaders step forward 
to advance healthcare; - 


‘At Asian Hospital, we have with us 
leaders in the medical field who are well-respected = 
here and abroad — in clinical practice and medical academe. 
‘Aided by advanced: medical technology and a highly-focused staff, 
“these medical leaders have taken steps to embrace 
new developments in healthcare.- 
They continue to take a walk of commitment 
to give oür patients the utmost in healthcare. 


From left Dr. Rolando М. Mendiola, General & Loparoscopic Surgery, 
Dr Rebecca В Sngson,Obsteries & Gynecology 
Dt: Jorge M Garcia Čardiovascular Thorac Surgery; 
Luis M Rivera, Pediatric Pulmonology; 
Dt. Esperanza |. Cobral, Cardiology, Dr. Lynn A. Gomez, Nephrology 


©) ASTAN HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL CENTER 


2205 Civic Drive, Filinvest Corporate City, Alabang, Muntinlupa City 1780, Philippines 
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SME.COM.PH connects you 
and your business to the 
world market the quick, easy 
and affordable way. 


© Expand your company's market reach 
globally and tap the international 
market 
Do business and improve customer 
service 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week 
Stay ahead of competition 
More savings and higher profits 
Access to useful business tools 
and Information 
SIGN UP NOW! 
Call us at telephone numbers 
1632) 813-7082 or 817-1000 local 5692. 


You may also email us at info&sme.com ph 
or visit our website at www sme.com ph 


PLANTERSBANK 
Planters Development Bank 
10/F Plantersbank Bullding 
314 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue 
Makati City 1200 
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Doors] 


With a team of highly driven investment bankers, you can expect us to be at the 
forefrunt of capital raising activities. 

Where capital is needed, we find ways to provide it. We make things simple too. 

* Securities Underwriting &Trading = Private Placement of Debt & Equity 
* Loan Syndication * Project Finance 
* Financial Advisory * Direct Equity Investments 


We ror to get things done. 


= Capital & Investment Corp. 


лел (622) 532676 = Addresas Iiih Floor, The IT бугин Condominium, 7 ADE onm, Ortigas Contar, 1605 Pasig Оу « обећа: wwe обаа 


STRADCOM 


AN INEO, MATL 


Stradcom Corporation extends its 
warmest greetings to 
IFC on its 50th Anniversary 
and expresses its sincerest gratitude 
for making possible 
the successful completion and 
operation of the J 
Land Transportation Осе“ 


+ 
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Information T. Һеов Project! 


IE 


its expertise on investments with techni- 
cal assistance to offer an integrated ap- 
proach to promoting sustainable private 
sector development. PEP-Philippines will 


| draw on this integrated expertise to im- 


plement projects that would ease small 
and medium enterprises’ access to fi- 
nance, strengthen linkages between large 
and small market players and help im- 
prove the overall business environment. 

PEPPhilippines looks to Mindanao, where 
poverty incidence is the highest, as a priority 
area for its projects. 

In April 2006, PEP-Philippines hit the 
ground running by starting the implemen- 
tation of rural finance, seaweed and local 
investment climate promotion programs. 
The rural finance program aims to in- 
crease farmers’ access to formal sources of 
credit while the seaweed program will in- 
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troduce а new technology to increase 
farmers’ revenues. The investment cli- 
mate promotion program aims to help re- 
duce the cost of doing business by simpli- 
fying business registration procedures, 

Several programs are also currently being de- 
signed, including a program to assist the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas in setting up a cred- 
it bureau, another to assist farmers in improv? 
ing practices and gaining better access to larger 
and more profitable markets, and one to help 
companies with sustainable energy projects in 
accessing funds from commercial banks. 

There are also ongoing studies to deter- 
mine whether PEP-Philippines can undertake 
programs on small and medium enterprise 
banking, entrepreneurship training for over- 
seas Filipino workers and developing alterna- 
tive modes of settling commercial conflicts of 
small and medium enterprises. 


IFC OFFICIALS LEAD THE OPENING OF THE IFC OFFICE IN DAVAO CITY 


‘Shown are (from 
left): Warrick Smith, 
senior regional 
manager for 


coordinator Euan 
Marshall, IFC 
country manager for 
the Philippines and 
Thailand Vipul 
Bhagat and PEP- 
Philippines general 
‘manager Chris 
Richards. 
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Everything is possi 


By Leslie Tan л ? "я һарреп, 
2bUI Correspondent de And here 1 think lies the answer 
Р to why magic is so close to my дай" 
MY DAD LOVES WATCHING heart. For him, there is no such 
magic shows. When we were à thing as impossibility Everything is 
younger, we would eagerly antici possible. 
Fike tach show woe always 7 taught usto voite out our opin 
s. Each show would always augi r opin| 
have this big finale, this impossi- АЙЫЫ, ions. We were allowed to reason} 
ble task that the Master of Ilu- т ош, to explain our actions and} 
i sion would somehow surpass. We f " decisions. You see, nothing was 
He is our pi * watched in fascination as he in black and white. Everything} 
шг Ur walked through the Great Wall, j was possible, in shades of grey. 
E m " as he broke out of locks and i We gained our confidence as in- 
b iddy chains underwatey and I thinlche HON лда because our parene а, 
even managed to fly. ес, lowed us to take responsibility anc 
Over the years, the magicians to face challenges head-on. Again. 
have changed, the tricks have also е ы everything was possible, even at al 
become more elaborate, but my tender age. 
dad's interest has not waned. After ^ i The S ped lesson. ud x 
all, it remains good entertainment. 3 learned? reams are achievable. 
1 often wonder why he found | The greatest value we imbibed? To 
these magic shows so interesting think without borders, to act with 
even after all these years, when cer- ; т out limits. 
tainly he realizes they are merely il- e These days, when I catch magic 
lusions. Copperfield, or any magi- shows on TV while channel-surfing. 
cian for that matter, can't possibly = I would linger awhile to see the lat 
guess your mind; much less, make 4 1 est trick. 1 know the illusion has 
people disappear! But the curious d been cleverly disguised, but for а 
thing about magic shows and йв au- bi * i Й moment, I suspend my disbelief. 
dience is that while we all know like my dad always does, to pa 
there is deception somewhere in Efrem, Ў 3 the way for the impossible to be 
Mcd dede a ink Dra Бы Cy Feier Day Pal Than 
moment that the impossible can MEAND my dad you for teaching us to believe. 


Father knows best 


FORANUPCOMING STORY lesson you've leamed from 2353, Makati Central Post 
in the Sunday Lifestyle section, your father. DeadlineisJune Office, 1263 Makati City, 
tellus in 150 words or less 14. attn: Dad to Reader. Or text 
what’ the best piece of advice E-mail to dad2reader@ to 0918-3824061. 

your fatherhas given you,or inquirer. com.ph. Ormailto — Include your full name, 
‘what's the most important PDI-Lifestyle Section, РО Вох address and phone numbers? 
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Get а 1% rebate with your Metrobank Credit Card 
at any Rustan’s Department Store 
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" Use your Metrobank Credit Card wan you shop at Ruitan's Department Store 
nd receive а 1% rebate on all your purchases With M Shopping. enjoy of ona; 
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НЕ TIU kids with mom and dad 


DEAREST PAPA JERRY 

The 
were spent with you 
through a lot together as a family, 
nd this Father's Day, we would like 
to look back and cherish some of our 
most memorable times with you. 

ТЇЇ never forget the two instances 
1 left to study abroad and you called 
me to bid your final goodbye just as 
I was about to board the plane. 
Right after we hung up, you texted 
me right away saying you were cry- 
ing already—Cheryl 

ТЇЇ never forget the times when 
you pointed out my missed free 
throws after a game. They always 
challenge me to practice harder and 
to concentrate!—Chris 

ТЇ never forget the time when 
you were so mad at me and I said ту 
famous words, "I love you even if 
уоште mad at me."—Charles 

TII never forget the time when you 
couldn't control your appetite for Twin 
Popsies. You kept asking for more, even 
if Syoti and 1 wouldn't let you eat any- 
more—and you went crazy without 
them.— Christine. 

TII never forget the time you 
drove me to McDonald's to enjoy a 
vanilla soft-serve (just the two of D 
us),—Christian 
ws, AS we reminisce together, we all 
know that we would not be who and 
what we are today without you and 
your undying love and support. 
Thank you for being the greatest 
dad in the world! Happy Father's 
Day! 

Love, 

The Tiu kids 


We've gone 
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By Arlene M. Paredes 
2bU! Correspondent 


IT MUST'VE BEEN REALLY 
tough for you then, Tatay. You 
were 69 when I came into the 
world, a helpless tiny infant. 

Then you were in your mid-70s when 1 
was a hyperactive, crazy-dramatic, irra- 
tionally demanding and attention-hungry 
toddler. But you loved me well and you 
took care of me аз a doting lolo-tatay. 

1didr't help make it easy for you. I was a 
very naughty child. Once, I made you gasp 
for air after you had to chase me around the 
house to try to discipline me with your 
scary sinturon (leather belt). 1 was mis- 
chievous and rather challenging, so I ran 
away from you, unmindful that I was giving 
you a really tiresome exercise. Istill got the 
"whip, all right, and remembered never to 
mess up with you again. 

But more than remembering the lesson 
learned, I wish I didn't have to make father- 
hood even harder for you than it already 
‘was. But I was your daughter and you knew 
what you had to do and you loved me still. I 
never even once got to really thank you for 
loving me in spite of the very difficult situa- 
tion we were in. 

You made the most of what we had and 
tried your best so I, as a child, would not 
feel the lack of a strong father in my very 
vulnerable years. 

1 knowa lot of children who aren'tso for- 
tunate to get even a glimpse of a father. But 
you always gave your best. Dressed in a 
barong Tagalog, you fetched me from my 
school on the first day of classes. People 
mustve thought it was weird, but 1 knew 
you had not fetched a child from school ina. 
very long time and must've forgotten that 
you could opt to dress down fori. 

Fortunately, the more appropriate time 
to wear the barong Tagalog came when we 
accepted my first medal in school. You 
must've been the oldest father in the Recog- 
nition Day crowd, but on that day you 
must've felt proud. At least I hope you did. 
Because apart from that, | can’t deny that 1 
gave youa lot of unnecessary trouble grow- 
ing up. 

When I was 4 or 5 years old, I gave you 
quite a shock when i stuck my head be- 
tween the wooden bars of our sari-sari 
store. Naturally curious, I played and tried 
to see if my tiny head (no, not tiny, | was 
fat!) could fit berween the wooden bars of 
ourstore window. 

Twas amused that it did, but quickly I re- 
alized I couldn't get my head out. So I cried 
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v With Же necessities in life 
food, clothing, shelter... | 
(products, manicures, pedi- 

‘gures, b 
handbags, designer jeans; 


dy lotions, designer 


When | was difficult to love, 
you looked through me and 
found good reasons to 
never give up on me 


and wailed like a siren for our entire little 
town to hear! You had to run out and call 
your carpenter friend to cut the bars using 
the smallest saw. Funny, but I don't remem- 
ber how afraid I was with the saw only an 
inch away from my neck! 

You were in а state of real panic then, but 
all [could think of was, "Oh, my God! I'm 
sure Tatay will keep my head intact!” Of 
course, you did. Nanay and I would later 
look back at that time and, though we both 
knew it wasn't funny at all, we'd end 
laughing hard aboutit. 

Nanay had all these stories of how tensc 
you were when she was pregnant Yo 
probably were anxious that the capacity to 
take care of a person was already beyond 
you. But see, we turned out fine beca 
you never let your age get in the way of b 
ing the best father that you could be. 

Before you got very ill, we enjoyed fun 
rides together around the town, on y 
bike and your old truck. Next to your pa 
tience, love and care, my ultimate gif 
from you was this little bike with a side 
car that you got from a passing junk 
collector. With your natural crafts- 
manship, you made it look almost 
пем, and | had something that most 
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of my playmates then could only dream of: 
тау own wheels, a real funky ride! 

‘When you finished reassembling that 
bike for me, you became the first magician 
їп my eyes, turning junk into precious trea- 
sure. Later, 1 would realize that you were 
indeed a magician because you could see 
things differently. What others saw as 
trash, you transformed into a magical won- 
der of a toy. And when 1 was difficult to 
love, you looked through me and found 
good reasons to never give up on me. 

You were the first one to go the extra 
mille to love me a bit more each day, even 
when I was unwittingly making myself so 
unlovable. Movies like "Riding in Cars with 
Boys” where a daughter can talk her heart 
out to her father never fail to make me сту, 
because it’s an important experience that I 
wish I had been able to share with you (in- 
cluding more fun truck rides around the 


everything you 


could while you still could, and that’s more 
than enough for me. 

Iwas 17 when you died. I prayed for God 
to let you live until you're "90-plus" be. 
cause I thought by then you would have 
walked me down to the altar and met your 
grandchild from me. But God said, no, you 
had to go. God, of course, is always right. 
There's a time for everything and you made 
our time together all worthwhile. 

There is no way for me to thank you 
enough. But Pm writing this for my 
sake—so ГЇ remember that my father 
loved me, and that love should be enough 
to carry me through whatever difficulties 
Td meet. 

Тт sure you and Nanay are watching 
over me now, and will always do. So here's 
to love and to a great father. Happy Father's 
Day, Tay! 
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TATAY and me when I was too difficult to handle! 


The first time I saw my father ery 


ld, when dragons were real and 
ays were alive, my father used to 
york for my grandfather's export 
ompany located right beside their 
ouse. While he would spend hours 
orking in the office, 1 would bliss- 
illy play the hours away with my 
tuffed monkey in the guest bed- 
»oin of my grandparents' house. 

‘At around 3 p.m. every day, the ice-cream 
ап pushed his ice-cream cart across the street, 
my grandfather's hungry employees went on 
break, The bell of the ice cream man would 
Jansport me back to reality from some distant. 
ind. I'd run to my grandmother's room to ask 
r five pesos to buy myself an ice-cream cone. 
However, on one particular day, my grand- 
other had bought Selecta ice cream from the 


Father had a different 
way of showing his love. 
It was through violence. 
But he could also admit 
he was wrong 


grocery. 1 preferred Selecta over the dirty ice 
cream sold outside, but I wanted to eat it off a 
cone. My grandmother was out of ice cream 
cones. So I thought of a rather grown-up solution: 
1 would buy just а cone from the ice cream man 
and pair it with my grandmother's Selecta ice 
cream. 

T collected my five pesos from grandma and 
ran as fast as 1 could to the ice cream man. On 
my way there, I passed the maid's room and my 
‘yaya, seeing me running, thought 1 was up to no 
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good. 

On my way back from the ice-cream man, cone 
in hand, my yaya came to the conclusion that 1 
stole the cone. Despite telling her I paid for it, she 
wouldn't believe me. She did what ай yayas usual- 
ly do. She called my father. 

My father was а strict and distant man. Не 
was a bit heavily built, had a loud, harsh voice 
and was quick to use his hands, Upon hearing 
that his son, the proof and joy of his manhood, 
"stole" an ice cream cone, he quickly left his of- 
fice to straighten me out. He found me in the 
kitchen, cone in hand, scooping out ube ice 
cream. 

My father did not need any explanation. He 
picked me up and beat me. I was so afraid that I 
couldn't speak. I was probably no different from 
а dog, unaware of the reason for his master’s 
beating. When 1 finally got the message across 
that 1 had paid for the cone using my grand- 
mother's money, my father stopped. He let me 
go and went outside. I assumed he went to the 
ice-cream man to validate my claims, while i hid 
under the stove with my stuffed monkey. 


My stuffed mohkey was the only thing in the 
world I could depend on. People could hurt me 
but my toys couldn't. 

My father returned with two ice-cream cones, 
and started quietly calling my name. 1, of 
course, would not, and could not, answer. How- 
ever, my father heard my whimpering and knelt 
down in front of the stove. I saw he was crying. 
This was the first time I had ever seen my father 


‘Apparently, even he could admit he was 
wrong. His rock-hard exterior was finally bro- 
ken. 

Father had a different way of showing his 
love. It was through violence. Morbid as that 
тау sound, I suppose he believed that violence 
was justified when it was done out of love. 

‘My father tried о apologize. I was too shaken 
to respond. 1 just continued my crying. He tried 
offering me one of his ice cream cones, but was 
inno mood. 

I don't remember now what happened to the 
ice-cream cones. 1 just remember that we both 
sat there, sobbing together. 


By Ina Айесо В, Silverio 
2bUI Contributor 


(My own father, Florentino 8. Silverio, died three years ago. 
Тт writing now about my father in the Philippine progressive 
mass movement, Rafael Baylosis.) 


HEN I WAS IN COLLEGE, I WAS A MEMBER OF THE 

University of the Philippines Karate Association (UP- 

KA). Our sensei—or teacher—was shihan (synony- 
mous with teacher, or master) Jerome. He was a tall, well-built 
‘man who was on the quiet side. He was friendly but firm. He 
wasn't а perfectionist, but he demanded that his students—us 
ОРКА members who kicked and punched and leaped and 
jumped like sweating lizards in white gis within a red dojo—per- 
form the exercises or kata with more than plain dexterity. 

1 think he wanted us to be graceful. Not surprising, since 
karate-do was a sport of grace, not unlike ballet. 

From sensei Jerome I learned how to place well-aimed blows, 
how to make the proper fist (thumbs tucked under the other fin- 
gers to secure them from being broken upon impact with a hard 
object like, say, someone's skull), how to make the air whistle 
with kicks swiftly delivered then retracted, how to pivot, with my 
center of gravity nearer to the ground and my body below hitting 
range, I learned to slow-breathe, focus and meditate. 

It was exhilarating. Sensei Jerome was a great teacher. 

Now, a decade later, I have a different sensei, Гт not studying 
karate anymore, but l'm studying something more difficult and 
demanding than karate. 

My sensei's name is Rafael Baylosis. He used to be the secre- 
tary general of the Communist Party of the Philippines (СРР) be- 
fore he was imprisoned by the Marcos dictatorship. He was re- 
leased in 1995. Now, as a strictly legal, above-ground civilian, he 
is the vice chair of Anakpawis National Political Party and a con- 
sultant on socioeconomic concerns in the peace negotiations be- 
tween the National Democratic Front (NDF) and the Govern- 
ment of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP). 

Tve had the honor of working with and learning from Ka Raffy 
since 1998 when 1 was still in the Kilusang Mayo Uno (КМО) la- 
bor center as propaganda officer, and he was the political affairs 
secretary. It was from him that I learned to get up at 6 a.m. and 
be ready to begin writing 15 minutes later. (He was always my 
‘wake-up call, Used to bug the hell out of me) 

He taught me how to be consistent with my work habits. I try 
to imitate and adopt his own work ethic—constancy, timeliness, 
economic but determined movements, sharp awareness of de- 
velopments, and how to recognize, analyze and then resolve po- 
litical contradictions in concepts and ideas. 

He taught me to push the limits of what I used to believe were 
the limits of my abilities and skills. 

But apart from these, I leamed and still leam from Ka Raffy 
how to live with integrity. I know this sounds stilted, but this is 
the only way I can describe it. 

Rafael Baylosis is a great father, a loving husband, a support- 
ive comrade, an intellectual and a dreamer. He has, since he be- 
came an activist at 18 in UP Diliman, a friend and comrade to ће 
likes of then 21-year-old José Ma. Sison and other veterans of the 
First Quarter Storm and the Diliman Commune. He lives plainly 
and simply, but always his actions and thoughts have been pro- 
foundly in service to a cause greater chan himself. 

After presiding over important campaigns or consultation 
meetings, he washes the dishes after meals in the Anakpawis 
headquarters and cleans the conference room. He always asks 
after the health of kasamas, or how they're doing in their respec- 
tive lines of work. He makes silly and comy jokes that people of- 
ten laugh at, not so much because the jokes themselves are fun- 
ny, but because they are amused at Ka Raffy’ boyishness. 

He is a calm and confident leader in rallies and demonstra- 
tions, a fiery public speaker, a well-read ideologue, a lover of mu- 
sic and a great cook. Well, they say he is. Гт too finicky an eater 
to actually try his more complicated Ilocano dishes made up of, 
well, various vegetables. Tm not crazy for vegetables. 

Ka Raffy is capable of compelling fierce loyalty, because to put 
it plainly, he is such a good person who is worthy of the highest 
respect. Approachable and light-hearted, he is, to young activists 
like myself, always a reliable presence who can give comforting 
but well-grounded advice. While an understanding and tolerant 
person, he is strict when it comes to the core activist principles 
and their application to work and living. 

Tam no end humbled and awed that such an evolved human 
being, a well-known and highly respected individual in the kilu- 
зап, sees it fit to trust me with his confidence and guide me 
through my political work and growth as an activist. 

Though right now (and often in the last seven years) 1 give 
him headaches because of my stubborn nature, it is one of my 
life's highest ambitions to make Ка Raffy proud of me, because I 
am so proud and honored to say that what Iam today and what 1 
am capable of doing and achieving for the kilusan is largely be- 
cause of his influence. 

He is my Jedi master, and I hope never to be Anakin Skywalk- 
er but to be Obivian Kenobi. He trains and teaches by example, 
and this, I think, is the best way to teach. He, along with Crispin 
"Ка Bel” Beltran, are the biggest political and personal influences 
in my life, From them 1 learn not only how to be an activist, but 
to be, hopefully, a good person. 


Ina Alleco А. Silverio, 30, is a member of Anakpawis National 
Political Party and is editor of Hong Kong News, a bi-monthly bilin- 
gual newspaper for Filipinos in Hong Kong. 


EARGER THAN LIFE. 


By Gmeleen Faye B. Tomboc 
2bU Correspondent 


WHEN MY SISTER AND I WERE STILL 
tykes, we'd climb on my father's back for pig- 
gyback rides. 

То us, our father seemed larger than life. 
He could answer all our questions about his- 
tory and current events, he could identify all 
kinds of trees, and he had a job that took him 
allover the world. 

Though his work for the government was 
very demanding, it seemed he always had 
time for us. Late every night when hed get 
home from work, he'd check in on us as we 
slept, and cover us with a blanket if it was 
cold. 

Inthe morning, he'd kiss us goodbye before. 
driving off to work. His frequent travels sel- 
dom bothered me, for I knew that there 
would be crabs, dried mangoes and even a pet 
parrot as pasalubong when he got home. If he 
had to go abroad, he sent postcards and 
brought back postage stamps for my collec- 
tion 

Weekends were the best. While he read the. 
Saturday paper, l'd sneak up behind him, 
Struggle to read the headlines, and ask him 
what the editorial cartoon meant. Of course, 1 
was too young to understand politics, but he 
always came up with some reply sufficient to 
satisfy a 6-year-old's curiosity. 

Tn the afternoon, he'd drive me to the park 
and keep an eye on me as I rode my bike. I re- 
member one particular Sunday when we built 
a kite made of newspaper and twigs. The kite 
didn't fly, though, no matter how much we 
tried to get it up. But it didn’t matter—he was 
still our hero. 

Hugs and kisses from him were plentiful, as 
were nuggets of wisdom. "Eat fruits and veg- 
etables,” he'd say whenever | pushed away 
the bitter gourd on my plate. Or this: "A good 
name is the only thing your mom and I can 
leave you, so study hard for your future and 
live your life with honesty and integrity.” And, 
“Whenever you do something, do your best.” 

I think I learned the last lesson better than 
he had anticipated. 1 was in fourth grade and 
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MARIA SHARAPOVA 


Once, | tried describing 
my father to a friend, 
and | realized | might as 
well have been talking 
about myself 


had just won first prize in a math contest. The 
moment he got off the car, I skipped over to 
him and proudly trumpeted my accomplish- 
ment. He probably had a busy day at work, 
since he merely brushed me aside by absent- 
mindedly muttering, "Good." 

Later that night, my mom found me crying. 
1 moaned that I didn't just deserve a "Good" 
for my efforts, but a "Very Good.” From then 
оп, whenever I'd tell my dad about an award, 
һе was always careful to exclaim, "Very Good! 
Excellent!” 

As I grew older, my father began letting me 
make more decisions for myself, confident 
that the values he had taught me would guide 
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me along my way. 1 was free to chart my own 
destiny, from my choice of college course to a 
job. 

Once, I tried describing my father to а 
friend, and I realized that I might as well have 
been talking about myself. We have the same. 
nose, the same boisterous laughter, the same 
gregarious personalities, the same hearty ap- 
petites. 

When we were still kids, my sister spiteful- 
ly told me during a quarrel that I was an 
adopted child. 1 never asked my parents if it 
‘was true, but now I realize that I am too much 
like my dad to be an adopted kid. There is so 
much of myself that reminds me how much I 
am my father's daughter. 

"Today my sister and I are too big and heavy 
to clamber up his back for a piggyback ride. I 
am old enough to decipher editorial cartoons 
for myself, and to buy and fly my own kite. 

My dad has changed, too. Now, there are 
lines around his eyes and more white hair on 
his head. But no matter how much things may 
change, my dad, my hero, will always be larg- 
erthan life, 
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the reason 

why we are here, 
and why we can 
dare to be free 


By Danicar Mariano 
2bUI Correspondent 


HEN I MET FR. 
Bulatao, my mentor 
in hypnosis, he knew 


right away that I was a chip 
off the old block. 

“Ah, you take a lot from your father, 
noh?,” he said. 

Father Bulatao is freaky that way, in 
the sense that he instantly knows 
things about you, things you arent 
even conscious of, but you know deep 
inside are true. 

How am I like my dad? I guess I take 
after his silliness. My dad likes dane 
ing in weird ways when only family 
members are watching. This is some: 
thing all my exes chided me about, 
when I did something similar in open 
spaces. 

Тт also like my dad in that I know 
which kinds of flavors 1 want in food. 
and the art that goes into mixing food 
with condiments—that kind of ap. 
petite for life. And, like my dad, 1 want 
just the simple life, no frills. 

1 have always loved art, and one 
time, I was making yet another crazy 
art project. It involved crumpling the 
aluminum part of a chocolate wrapper 
into the shape of dots and waves and 
pasting them with glue on colored 
bond paper. 

In my crazy 7-year-old mind, they 
represented several baby snakes and 
their eggs. I worked on my project the 
whole day and I was so proud when 1 
finished pasting the last of those eggs. 

Then I showed it to my dad. I told 
him how I wanted to give it to my older 
brother. He said, “O sige,” and then he 
smiled and hugged me, which encour 
aged me even though he probably 
didn’t really understand what the 
piece meant. 

My brother, on the other hand, said, 
“Ang рап!!! Ano yan?” 

Although it might have been true 
that my snake-and-egg, wave-and. 
particle art left a lot of room for im. 
provement, this incident proved an 
important point. My dad appreciated 
my art, even though he didn't really 
knew what it was, and he encouraged 
me to do it. 

It gave me the courage to persevere 
in my creative endeavors, for, even 
though my work wasn’t always accept 
ей or liked, I was sure 1 had solid sup: 
port. Because my father loved me well. 
and buoyed me up, I could be creative 
1 could experiment. He was that 
grounding and leveling figure that «n 
abled me to fly. 

And as our fathers are often out 
model for gods, as Chuck Palahniwh 
says, this is how- look at God. As 
somebody who accepts you, and your 
attempts to be imaginative and сте 
ative even though the rest of the world 
may think of your attempts as rubbish 

He's a lighthouse showing where 
you can land when you get too tired ot 
running around with all your projects 
He accepts and understands that vou 
are still on the road to greatness. Kut 
atthe same time, he reminds you w hen 
you're too complacent, and when 
you're so sure of yourself. 

I never really think about my father 
that much. I guess because I'm alwys 
sure of his devotion to me. As with 
God, we bask in his love, often obit 
ous to how it enables us to do so many 
things. 

But of course, like God, he is alse sh 
reason why we are here, and why we 
can dare to be free, even sometimes 
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By Pam Pastor 


July 28, 2003 
My father the (superhero 

Last night, 1 was happily fip- 
ping through a magazine while 
talking to my cousins. But my 
heart stopped beating when I saw 
my father. 

Or what looked like my father's 
picture in an international maga- 
zine. 

Only it wasn't my father, I real 
ized after a closer look. The guy in. 
the picture looked exactly like him, 
except he was a little greener. The 
guy, not my dad. 

Tt was a picture of the movie 
“The Hulk” 

І showed the picture to my 
brother and my cousins and we all 
agreed the resemblance was un- 
canny, 

I showed the picture to my fa- 
ther. 

Did he get pissed? 

No. 

Now ће wants me to find а 
poster-sized copy of the picture for 
him. 


Feb.2, 
2004 
Today, ту 
father almost. 
made me cry. 

In the mid- 
de of the 
night, while 
working on a 
special pro- 
ject, tragedy 
Struck, 

My printers 
inkran out. 

Realizing it 
would proba- 
bly take me days to find the time to 
replace it, I texted my dad. 

“Pa, you coming here later? Can 
you please buy me ink for my 
printer? Please please. Thank 
you.” 

After forlomly staring at my 
useless printer, I finally drifted off 
to sleep. 

I woke up to a text message 
from him, telling me that he was at 
the mall buying ink and that hed 
bring it over to the house in the af- 
ternoon. 

In my rush to get ready for 
work, [failed to reply. 

‘On my way to work, grandma 
sent me this text. 

"Isinaglit na ng papa mo ink mo 
di na bumaba nagmamadali baba- 
lik sa trabaho” 

1 thanked grandma and sent an 
SMS to my father, expressing my 
gratitude. He replied seconds later. 

“anytime para sa baby ng papa 
luvu 2” 

And that's when I really cried. 

See, I had a huge gap with my 
dad when I was growing up. 

Blame it on my parents separa- 
tion, blame iton a lot of things, but 
for a long time 1 was convinced he 
didn’t care about me. 

Tknow better now. 

1 told grandma that the SMS 
made me сту. 

She said, he really loves you so 
much he'd kill for you. 


I said | know but I wasted so 
much time being blind to that. 

‘She said it's not too late 

1 said I really want to make up 
for the lost me. 

‘And I would. 1 really would. 


July 27,2005 
Iknow its not Father's Day 

“Sir, nakilala ko na ang lalaking 
pakakasalan Ко!” someone said to 
опе of the cool bosses їп the office. 

He walked up to us and said 
wisely, “Kailangan niyong mala- 
man na love is not a feeling. Loveis 
aslove does.” 

"Ano sir? Lapdance?” someone 
else said. 

He continued. "Malalaman niy- 
оп mahal kayo ng lalaki hindi sa 
та text text. Kung sinusundo ba 
kayo. Kung tinutulungan kayo 
maglinis. Kung ngayon pa lang, 
pinagpapalit na kayo sa inom, pag 
nag-asawa kayo, ganun din ang 
gagawin уа” 

While he talked, could imagine 
him saying the same thing to his 
kids, which made me a bit sad be- 
cause [never had that talk with my 
own dad. 

My _ relation- 
ship with my fa- 
ther is immense- 
ly better now 
than it has been. 
in the previous 
years. 1 can 
proudly say 1 
have let go of my 
childhood angst 
and unnecessary 
hatred. Butitisa 
reality that we've 
never talked se. 
Housy about 
life, about rela- 
tionships, about 

how I should deal with people. 

Our last serious talk was maybe 
12 years ago, right before he and 
my mom split up. 

I tried to remember the last 
thing my father taught me. 

Andall] came up with is this: 

"Ignore them." 

He said that as I sat by his feet, 
bawling my eyes out after an ugly 
encounter. 

"Ignore them." 

les not earth-shattering but isa. 
pretty good lesson to me. 


Jan. 23,2006 
Oh no hedidn't 

last week, while I was at a 
meeting, my father started texting 
me about my plan to host his belat- 
ed birthday dinner. 

He said he wanted steak. said 1 
can do steak. Or even lamb. 

Then he said something else but 
1 didn't notice because 1 had be- 
come too engrossed in my meet- 
ing. 
Tris very difficult to concentrate 
оп what someone in front of you is 
saying and even harder to пу to 
say intelligent things when you are 
cutting meat on your plate and 
someone else is sending you litle 
electronic messages about sacrific- 
ing lamb for a good meal. 

"Then my father did something 
horrible 
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By Andrea C. Perez 


June 8, 2005 

“Minsan, tumawag ako sa friend ko, 
Dad niya nakasagot, sabi sa ‘kin ‘Anak, 
sandali lang ha?” Pare, sabi ko sa уо, tu- 
mulo na lang luha ko, promise. Korni pero 
‘di ko na maalala kung kelan ako huling 


tinawag na ‘anak’ ng Dad ko." 

I time when you held my 
hand. I can’t remember any 

Christmas present from you, ei- 

ther. 

But that's okay, we've never been the 
typical dad-daughter team. I know you 
have lots of other Kids and you're quite 
did enough to be my granddad. 

But I do remember you pinching my 
fat 8-year-old nape hard when you made 
gigil. That hurt much, but I wouldn't tell 
a thing because you scared me. You were 
a stranger, a weekend daddy who would 
sleep beside me on non-school days. 

You loved adobong pata, paksiw na 
Bangus and ginataang tulingan. And boy, 
you loved sweets. Not just once did 1 
catch you sipping condensed milk 
straight from the can (before the dia- 
betes was found, that is). 

‘And your staple pasalubong were soft, 
fragrant fluffy cinnamon rolis. Most of 
the time, they were left untouched, 
though. Kasi naman, every week there 
were those rolls, as if they were the only 
dnes available in the bakery. 

You would have it with coffee, and 1 


CAN'T REMEMBER ANY 


By ауа Mari D. Adefuit 
2bU! Contributor 


HE NOSE. “EH 

KUNG ANAK KAYO 

ng mag-aasin е 
hindi niyo sana nakuha 
dng ilong ng Papa niyo." 
That was my mother 
speaking, explaining 
how Benedict A. Adefuin 
was unmistakably the fa- 
ther of her three chil- 
dren. 

In Grade 4, we had the first 
sthool-wide Father's Day cele- 
bration. Papa and my sister, 
Айуа, who was then in kinder- 
garten, joined a father-daugh- 
ter contest. The children were 
blindfolded and were ushered 
around the circle of fathers, 
and they had to recognize their 
dad based on their physical 
characteristics: arms, ears, 
һай, etc, 

‚Ву some mystery unsolved 
until now, Iya aimed at the 
ipse. Instantly, she knew it was 
Papa. My brother Fossy and I 
burst into cheers. We were 
overjoyed, but it was short-lived. Papa 
and Туа were disqualified. However, 
the teachers took pity on us and decid- 
ей to give us a T-shirt as consolation 
prize 

The Adefuins—the progeny of 
Faustina Adea and Faustino Ade- 
füin—are famous for their noses. They 
stretch from A to 7. But my siblings and 
l'also have high bridges due to my 
miom's pointy nose. 

This was a conversation I had in high 
school when I first met my distant 
cusin at the cafeteria. "Are you Isaya 
Adefuin?" "Yes. Well, how did you 
know it was me?" It was the first day of 
school, and it was packed with people. 
“Well, my mom told me something 
about the nose." "Oh well, the stuff of 
legend..." 

"The humor. Papa is silent during 
mealtimes, except when he's cracking a 
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You were a stranger, a weekend daddy who 
would sleep beside me on non-school! days 


TO FIND our Papa, my sister Aliya reached for 
the nose. 


joke. "Ang Dating Doon” quips would 
be tomorrow's breakfast fare. In a 
crowd, he's not one to attract attention 
to himself. But he can roll out the 
punches. Although my mom has a 
wacky sense of humor (think green!) 1 
think I'm more like my father in that as- 
pect—often shy pero matindi humirit. 

According to our Finance АУР, "Okay 
ka pala, Aya, hindi ko akalain na 
ganyan ka kasi mahinhin ka.” Why 
thank you, madam! 

Papa's more talkative when he has 
had a drink. Just a few weeks ago, he 
was calling from L.A. "Anak, eto na, 
may nakuha na akong ninong at ninang 
sa kasal mo.” “Pa, hindi pa naman ako 
ikakasal el" 

The cards. | was described in my 
high-school yearbook as having “a card 
collection that rivals National Book 
Store.” If that were true, then 1 would 
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‘would watch you eat, wondering: “When 
will this man leave so that 1 could go 
back to my usual routine again? And he 
wouldn't stop pinching my nape.” 

We only traveled by ourselves once, 
You had me dress up, and we drove to 
your place in Pulilan in silence. 

Driving on the highway, you noticed 
that my fingernails were long. Mom's 
fault, you said. So you pulled over and 
trimmed my fingernails with a blade. 

1 wonder how you did that without 
hurting me. Kaso, nakakangilo. Yung ngi- 
lo na pag naalala mo, mangingilo ka ulit. 

‘That was the only time I got to visit 


have lost to Papa hands-down. If 
1 were to collect all the greeting 
cards he had given us, it would 
be just as thick as my Репуз 
Chemical Engineer's Handbook 
and could whack anyone uncon- 
scious. 1 think Papa felt that 
greeting cards was a comfort- 
able way for him to express his 
feelings. 

The what-nots. Isit and sleep 
like a man. This is not to ward 
off my future husband, Mama 
had the scare of her life when 
she saw me one time and 
thought 1 was Papa—sitting on 
the sala at 5 in the morning, 
deep in thought, and “naka-d 
kwatro.” Of course, I sleep “na- 
ka-dekwatro,” too. And | just 
can't sit in a cross-legged fash- 
ion. 

Mama attributes this to my 
dad, especially our shared 
habits and mannerisms that irri- 
tate her—like making loud, 
clacking noises by dragging our 
feet on the floor. 

The drive. Papa, unlike us, 
didn’t have a privileged child- 
hood. But he came from a very 
academic-minded family. My 

grandmother and late grandfather 
were intellectual heavyweights, so ed- 
cation was naturally a pursuit in life, 
He told my brother, in a letter, that his 
dream was to see his children surpass 
whatever he has achieved in life. 

My siblings and I all excelled in 
school. I believe it was because my par- 
ents empowered us. Now that I'm 
working and on my own, I must admit 1 
have my fears. Right now, I'm in mar- 
keting—a field that Papa dominated 
for 26 years. 

The manager asked me during the 
interview, "Are you as good as your fa- 
ther?" I answered, "I sure hope Тат, If 
not, Гт dead meat!” Okay, that last 
sentence was just in my head. 

The love. I know that my parents are 
still much in love with each other after 
almost 25 years of marriage (it's their 
anniversary this June). Kahit nag- 
aaway pa, tsk tsk (smile). 

1 am grateful to Papa for being 
malambing, maasikaso, mapagmahal to 
Mama, My mother believes that some- 
one was destined for her, and that’s my 
father. I must say, she made the right 
decision. 


If were to collect all the 
greeting cards Papa had 
given us, it would be just 
as thick as my Perry's 
Chemical Engineer's 
Handbook and could 
whack anyone 
unconscious 
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your place, I met a cousin, we 
played on the grass. She taught 
me how to catch a dragonfly 
How to tie its tail with a thread 
so you could hold it, pet it. 
Twanted to take the blue one 
home, but it died. 
Funny but you never shaved. 
‘You plucked. 


(for proper lighting), with a small 
mirror on the pane, plucking your 
beard away. 

You usually did this in your under- 

wear, which was not the usual briefs or 
boxers. You wore undies in soft, flowing 
fabric. Were those satin? It's quite funny 
thinking about them now. I guess they're. 
already out of production. 

You always said a prayer before leav 
ing the hou: 

Hmmm, sa'yo Ко namana yung pagig 
ing balbon at kulot. And man, a large 
part of my paycheck goes to my һай, 
and taking unwanted ones off the 
body. 

Twonder how you would have been. 
to me now had you been here. Would 
you have been proud of me? Would 
you help me deal with mom? Would 
you be mad if you know Ive been 
smoking for seven, no, eight years? 

Would you have approved of my 
boyfriend? Would you have saved 
me from months of crying when 1 
жаз in deep sh*t trying to get over 
the ex? (Or would you have just 
smacked him in the head?) Would 


you think my apple-green suede boots 
are weird? 

Masarap din siguro kung may tatay 
kang pagpapaalamanan kung gusto mong 
umalis. Yung meron kang lalambingin 
pag di ka pinayagan. 

Tve never met most of your kids. And T 
always do background checks on possi- 
Ме "karirs." Kase naman mamaya kap- 
atid ko yon 

Don't worry Dad, 1 am way past teen 
angst. I just miss you loads. 

Tt would have been different, though, 
if T had a dad who took care of me. You 
know, I might have become better. 

Тт still wondering who would walk 
me down the aisle on my wedding day. 

Just say hi to John Lennon for me. 1 
love you, Ama. Here are some cinnamon 
rolls for you on your birthday. 


By Ralph Lopez 
2bU! Contributor 


1 WAS RIDING A PEDICAB, PLAYING 
а cowboy while my father was beside 
me pedaling. This is my most vivid 
memory of time spent with my Dad. 1 
do not recall if it was a Saturday or a 
Sunday, all I know is that it was a 
weekend 

My father bought me a toy gun com- 
plete with rubber bullets and a holster. 
After that moment, memories of my 
father are a blur. Although I can still 
remember how he looked, | think. 

Sometimes when I'm looking at my 
face in the mirror, Г look really hard, 
hoping I could see his face through 
mine. | am his son, anyway. I also can't. 
help but wonder what my life would 
have been had my father not 
been killed. Maybe we would 

5 still be living in Laguna in 
our little square house. 
Where would I be 
studying? What 
would 1 be doing at 
this very moment if 
my father were still 
bealive? 

Would 1 still be 
sitting writing a pa- 
per on my laptop? 

Would Т even have a 

laptop? Maybe 1 
would, but I'd proba- 

bly be writing about a 
different topic, and 
maybe he would be right 
here beside me, helping me 
finish my paper. 

Тһе man who really made an im- 
pact in my life was my mother's older 
brother—my uncle. My mother got 
married before my uncle did. In fact, 
she was the first to get married among 
the five of them. That is why I am the 
oldest among us cousins. 

My uncle isa tall guy, with big broad 
shoulders, so broad that he seems ca- 
pable of uprooting an acacia tree. De- 
spite his huge stature, he is a gentle 
man. And despite women going head 
over heels over him, he has stayed 
with one woman, I call her Tita Becky. 
He and Tita have been together since 
they were teenagers. 

"Someday, Гт going to be just like 
him,” I often told myself, growing up. 
In the morning, my uncle would be 
there, sitting beside my bed, waiting 
for me to wake up. Then he would car- 
ту me and bring me down to the din- 
ing room to eat the breakfast my lola 
had prepared for us. 

He would almost always bring me 
to where he was going, or at least ask 
me if I wanted to go, whether it was to 
the gym or out with either Tita Becky 
or his barkada. And almost always Г 
say yes, unless I was busy cooking 
with my lola. 

Whenever I was with my uncle, I felt 
invulnerable. It was like no onc could 
do me harm. | remember this one 
morning, maybe around 2 a.m., when I 
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was awakened by a ruckus in our 
garage. 1 went out, but my mom told 
meto get back in the house. But curious 
about what was going on, I peeked out 
of the window in our sala, and I saw 
two strange men lying on the ground 
with legs and arms spread apart. 

My uncle was pointing a gun at one 
of them, while one of our neighbors 
took care of the other man. Apparently 
the men were trying to break into our 
house. Luckily, they only got through 
the gate. All our neighbors were there, 
watching the scene and waiting for the 
police to arrive. 

1 never forgot that image of my un- 
cle. It was like the finale of an action. 
movie—the hero catching the crooks 
and protecting his family who was his 
whole life. 

My uncle is not only good at 

tackling robbers, but is also 

good at tackling math 

problems. 1 remember 

when I was а kid, Iwas 

doing my шаһ 

homework and there 

was this one prob- 

lem that | really 

couldn't solve. T 

was so frustrated 

that I was already 

crying. My unde 

passed by my room 

and heard my sobs 

and asked why I was 

crying. 1 showed him 

the math problem. He 

grabbed a chair, sat down 

beside me, and said we 

would solve the problem togeth- 

er. With my uncle's help, we were able 

to solve it in no time. He explained ev- 

егу step to me, so the next time 1 was 

faced with the same problem, 1 would 
know how to deal with it, 

Now that | am a big boy, І try to be 
like my uncle. The way 1 look, act, 
think is very much like my uncle's, 
Whenever I am with people, 1 always 
want them to feel safe, because that. 
‘was how I felt whenever I was with my 
uncle. 

T also want to have all the answers 
to everything, because that’s how my 
uncle looked to me—the omniscient 
оле, And I want to be a hero to others, 
just as my uncle is a hero to me. Му 
‘uncle—the man whom I consider my 
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turn 
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By Bianca Consunji 
2bU! Correspondent 


N SPITE OF HIS INVOLVEMENT IN THE THINGS 
I that I do for 2bU! (such as picking me up from the 

airport after a trip, and getting me multiple copies of 
the paper for some articles), my dad—Lito Consun- 
ji—has never been on its pages, which says a lot about 


the role of fathers. 


Many of them are content to 
watch their children quietly, and 
take pride in their achievements 
without announcing their own 
contributions to the world. Who, 
after all, has ever heard of a stage. 
dad? 

While he may not like all of the 
photos ón the page (the Superman 
and flyon-he-window photos 
might elicit a shriek heard 
throughout our entire village), 
these pics capture an aspect of 
him: the funny guy, the serious 
worker, the doting father, and the 
child at heart. 

А lot of people might be sur- 


prised to find out that my dad 
"watches old cartoons, loves going 
to Disneyland and craves for sweets 
like a kid, but those little indul- 
gences are often quashed by the 
need to seem respectable to an of- 
ten stodgy adult world—something. 
thata lot of fathers can relate to. 

In attending to their own chil- 
dren, they forget to take care of the 
things they liked to do when they 
were young. In their desire to see 
their own children achieve, they 
set aside their own interests. Like 
my dad did, many times over. 

Happy Fathers Day, dad. Is 
your time to shine. 


the carpenter 


By Jojo Carolino 
2ЫЛ Contributor 


MY FATHER IS BASILIO CAROLINO SR. 

During one of his birthdays, as every- 
body was prepared to see him blow the 
candles on his cake, we turned around 
and silently laughed as we saw him snooz- 
ing on the couch. He then woke up but 
asked to be taken to bed as he was sleepy, 
forgetting it was his birthday party! 

T was saddened by the thought that 
time has eaten the strength and enthusi- 
asm for life my father once had. So 1 am 
determined to thank him and tell him how 
much we love him at this time when һе 
can stil remember my name. 

My father was a brilliant шу, a consis- 
tent valedictorian in his elementary and 
high school years. He had two brothers, 
and he was the eldest їп the brood. When 
my grandmother got sick, he set aside his 
dream of becoming an engineer and in- 
stead took care of his mother. He worked 
on the side as a carpenter and helped to 
send his brothers to school. His brother, 
my uncle Cario, graduated with a Bache- 
lor of Laws degree, and my uncle Miguel 
became a soldier 

‘We were raised poor, but my father was 
determined to send us to school. He 
worked as a carpenter and would go to 
other places where construction projects 
were. After weeks of being away, he would 
come home and give ай his earnings to my 
mother. 1 remember my mother asking 
him, "Hindi ka na ba ga kumakain?" 

He would make ice cream to be sold by 
my Kuya Bogs around the neighborhood. 
He was always doing something. He even 
made suka from the big buli tree at the 
back of our house, and made our coffee 
from coffee beans. But he never sold suka 
or coffee; he gave them out to our neigh- 
bors or passersby. 

‘After years of hard work, friendship and 
good deeds, my brothers and sisters, all 
eight of us, have graduated from college. 

То my dearest Tatay, Happy Fathers 
Day. I promise to do good, as you have 
taught all of us. Thank you and we love 
you. 


My Father... 
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Something so horrible I thought twice about 
blogging about it. 

He sent me this message: 

"Y dinau ba?" 

Oh my god. I wanted to crawl under the 
table. Or disappear. Or both. 

My father—the civil engineer who was al- 
ways at the top of his class from the time he first 
set foot in school; the genius who has helped 
build malls and homes and buildings and cer- 
tain parts of PGH and UP; the ex-hippie who be- 
came соо! in my adolescent eyes by letting me 
rent gruesome horror movies on laser disc, by 
building a collection of over 500 CDs even be- 
fore CDs became hot and by letting me borrow 
oversized shirts from his extensive Lacoste col- 
lection; the man who helped create three chil- 
dren—texts like an annoying prepubescent 
perky girl with pigtails 

‘And so Lam making it my mission to sit down 
with him-and have a serious talk about how 
NOT totext, 

Maybe at his birthday dinner, 
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By Bernadette Joy Lopez 
2bUI Contributor 


MOBILE PHONES ARE EXPERI- 
encing an identity crisis. 

With the onset of third-generation (3G) 
handsets, mobile phones are poised to be more 
than devices for calling and sending SMS. With 
а 3G-capable handset (such as Sony Ericsson K 
608i or Nokia 6680) and a Smart SIM card, you 
can render boredom obsolete. 

Smart Communications recently unveiled 
the exciting new mobile features that come 
with Smart 3G technology. 

“Why make a voice call when you can makea 
video call?” says Smart’s Glenmarc Antonio. 

‘Video calls, one of the more popular 3G ap- 
plications, allows you to hear and see the per- 
son you are talking to via phone camera. An 
overseas video сай, like an IDD voice call, costs 
$0.40 per minute, making a 3G handset an in- 
valuable tool for those with relatives abroad, 
like families of overseas Filipino workers. 

Smart subscribers can make video calls to 16 
‘counties, including the United States, Japan 
and Hong Kong. 


VIDEO calls, one of the more popular 36 
applications, allow you to hear and see the 
person you are talking to via phone camera. 
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Watch your lavorite Kapuso shows 
or when you want it. See 24 О 
Unang Hint. S-Files, Majka, Eat Bulaga 


FOR а daily fee of P20 per channel, you can watch your favorite Kapamilya or Kapuso shows as 


they are aired on TV. 


Aside from being а hit with couples, video 
calls are also very helpful for parents who want 
to check up on their kids or spouses, and for 
long-distance education and even business. An- 
tonio says companies can use video calls to 
check if their shipments have arrived. 

‘Smart 3G is supported by the largest HSDPA- 
enabled (High-Speed Downlink Packet Access) 
network in the country. HSDPA allows a high- 
speed wireless connection of up to 1.8 megabits 
per second, a virtual “Smart 3G on steroids.” 

With Smart 3G, you can make video calls and 
data transfers not only to handsets but also to 
computers with а 36/3.5G HSDPA card via 
PLDT WeRoam. Smart subscribers all over the. 
country can also engage in HSDPA-powered 
video conferences with computer or 3G handset 
users. 

With its extremely high speed, HSDPA also 
ups the quality of video streaming, web brows- 
ing and file downloads. "Internet browsing with 
3G is actually 12 times faster than the normal 
GPRS,” says Smart's Joy San Diego. 

‘The pricing scheme is even better. “We're 
charging not per kilobyte anymore. Were 
charging P10 per 30 minutes, regardless of how 
‘many times you log in,” San Diego adds. With 
price rates rivaling those of Internet cafés, more 
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Discover it! 


Moments of endless fascination. 


subscribers on student budgets can confidently 
surf the net using their 3G handsets. 

Meanwhile, for the standard streaming rate 
of PIS per 30 minutes, Smart subscribers can 
now watch television shows, music videos, 
video clips and movie trailers on their mobile 
phones. 

For a daily fee of P20 per channel, you сап 
‘watch your favorite Kapamilya or Kapuso 
shows as they are aired on TV If you just have to 
know the latest show-biz couple breakup or po- 
litical mishap, you can catch recent episodes of 
GMA 7 or ABS-CBN 2 shows for only P5 per 
view, on top of the streaming fee. 

You can also download a full music track for 
only P50 (no streaming fee required) and be en- 
tertained even with your eyes closed. 

Smart 3G also offers live traffic feeds. For on- 
ly PIS per 30 minutes, you can see real-time 
traffic situations in major roads in the city such 
as Kalayaan-C-5, Edsa McKinley, Mindanao Av- 
enue and Congressional Avenue. You can easily 
plan how to get to school or the office the short- 
est time possible by avoiding slow-moving areas 
during the morning rush. 

But before leaving the house, don’t forget to 
bring your charger. With all its exciting features, 
your Smart 3G phone will surely need it. 
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Fidelity is the best virtue 
of my Sony Ericsson W550i 


By Gabriel H. Mercado 
260! Contributor 


Е THERE'S ONE 

thing Sony is good at, 

it's marketing savvy 
that foster recognition of 
certain lines associated 
with the brand. Mention 
“Trinitron,” “Playstation” 
and even “Betamax,” and 
we almost forget they're 
from опе company. 
Nowadays, there’s “Vaio” 
and “Cybershot,” evoking 
product recall its com- 
petitors would kill for, 
and insatibale gadget lust 
among us. 

ОГ these, the “Walkman” brand 
is one of the most valuable, contin- 
uing to go strong decades after 
birth. From the '80s till today, Tve 
personally found a need to have a 
Walkman. I have been using an an- 
cient one as а gym companion and 
Tve bought a new one recently to 
use for interviews. Both lovingly 
cared for, both considered long- 
term investments, both represent- 
ing what technology for me is all 
about—practical, meaningful ma- 
chines that serve their purpose qui- 
edy and efficiently A tall order per- 
haps, for the chunky orange 
W550i, the latest iteration of the 
respected Walkman name? 


Where it's at 

Before anything, an introduc- 
tion is apt. The WSSOi is the 
younger brother (it has to be male) 
of the superior in features but prici- 
‘er W900i and the highly successful 
candy-bar shaped W800i. The in- 
tended market is clear, with the or- 
ange changeable casing shouting 
ош to the young crowd, and a 
unique “basket-handle” at the top 
and rounded bottom design. 

Primary features include 1.3- 
megapixel camera, FM Radio (Ive 
always wondered why there's no 
AMD, Bluetooth, GPRS, USB sup- 
роп, IR, downloadable Java game 
compatibility, then rounded off 
with your standard Contacts and 
Calendar applications. 

‘The biggest difference with its 
siblings is storage, with the W550i 


compared to its older sibling’s 2 
megapixels and more, plus a few 
niggling things here and there. 


Where itisn’t 

Imaging ability has both pluses 
and minuses. The form factor lets 
you take pictures in the traditional 
holding position, with two hands 
centered across your face the way 
its supposed to be. However, while 
complete with a bright photo light, 
video recording, 4x Digital Zoom 
and streaming, you can only coax 
so much from 13 megapixels. 
Sending SMS isn't a strong point, 
too, as the “balisong” method re- 
quires two hands to open lest you 
risk dropping it, and the sub- 
merged keypads are large but are 
difficult “feel.” 

‘Typical of SE phones, the T9 dic- 
tionary and overall SMS experi- 
ence requires concentration lest 
you misspell words, send to the 
wrong recipient, or cancel а mes- 
sage in the middle of composing, 
which is frustrating to say the 
least. 

Strong points are aplenty. I've 
never enjoyed a game on a phone 
more than Fve played Worms 
Fortress on the У/55@. I played all 
20 levels in almost as many hours 
at every opportunity 1 could, and 
wouldn't mind replaying again. Al- 
so for the first time 1 scoured the 
Internet for more games. Suffice to 
say the W550i scores big on the 
gaming front, which is perfect for 
its intended market. 


All about the music 

However, 1 reserve the best im- 
pression for last. Phone features 
аге subjective issues. But the new 
line delivers as advertised 

The 256 MB is not a lot, but Ive. 
tried many mp3 players and real- 
ized that we only listen to a few 
songs at a time and hardly make 
use of the hours afforded by giga- 
bytes of space, unless we're con- 
standy on long trips or are com- 
pletely antisocial 

Tn my case, the W550i handled 
both Black Eyed Peas albums and 
some give or take, and I often trad- 
‘ed mp3s with my computer. Add to 
this the fact it costs only around 
P15,000, and the question of prac- 
ticality is answered along with 
storage limitation. 

"What you gonna do when it all 


lacking a memory card slot but 
making up for it with 256 intemal 
megabytes. Other notable differ- 
ences are a 1.3-megapixel camera 


Every minute is a moment to treasure forever in 2006 Discover Hong Kong 


comes out?” To Fergie, | can say the 
W550i works it by being a practi- 
cal, purposeful entertainment ma- 
chine. And that don’ li 


Bye, MPH. Hello, 
Mobile Philippines 


MOBILE PHILIPPINES 
is the only magazine that 
specializes in featuring 
stories on personal elec- 
tronic devices from 
phones to music players 
to laptops. Formerly 
known as MPH maga- 
zine, Mobile Philippines 
offers comprehensive 
device reviews, how-tos, 
tips and primers to make 
the most of your mobile 
devices. 


Year. Ahead is the promise of a wonderfully festive year in which to visit and 
discover all that Hong Kong has to offer - like the new magic kingdom of 
Hong Kong Disneyland. 

Embrace the magic of this unique realm as the fantasy and imagination is unveiled. 
‘Step into a wondrous world of exciting and enchanting lands. Enjoy timeless tales 
and bold adventures with fun-filled attractions and experience the ultimate fantasy 
©! meeting your favourite Disney friends! Discover the happiest place on earth 
right here in the all new Hong Kong Disneyland! 

The experience of a lifetime awaits you with more fabulous new attractions like 
Hong Kong Wetland Park and Ngong Ping 360, which includes a cable car ride 
with panoramic views of the South China Sea and the magnificent Giant Buddha. 
Renowned for spectacular shopping, bustling nightlife and every culinary delight 
under the sun, you'll also find a string of festive celebrations and citywide mega 
‘events all year round. Against the charismatic backdrop of its skyline and stunning 
Victoria Harbour, you'll fall in love with Hong Kong's distinctive fusion of East 
and West, tradition and modernity. Now is the perfect time to visit and discover 
every moment Asia's world city has to offer. Live it every minute. Love it forever! 


For more information, please visit DiscoverHongKong.com 


‘The June-July issue of Mo- 
bile Philippines features a re- 
view of the Nokia 3250, Do- 
pod 900 smartphone, Nokia 
7380, the Sony Cybershot 
WSO, and the Canon Power- 
shot A430, among others. 
"There is also a low-priced lap- 
top shoot-out, a guide to in- 
stalling Boot Camp for Intel- 
based Macs, and a comparison 
of available Wi-Fi services. On 
the cover is actress Cheska 
Garcia, Mobile Philippines is 
available at news stands for 
P80 beginning the third week 
of June. 
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